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ESSAYS 

O N TH E 

TRADE, MANUB^ACTURES, 

AND 

FISHERIES OF SCOTLAND, 



CHAP- I. 



SECT. I. 

Containing a Tour through rmft of the Trading 
Towns and Villages of Scotland ; vjith Notes 
^nd Obfervations concerning their Trade-, 
Manufactures, Improvements, Src. 

^ 

EDINBURGH, Mid^Lothian^Shire, 

IS the capital of Scotland. It is fituated in a 
fertile country, is fupplied with exceeding 
fine foft wat^r, inferiour in quality to none 
in Europe ; has plenty of coal in its neighbcur- 
iood, and near an excellent fesi-yotl ^x.\j£\^. 
VojL. IL A "^^^ 



2 ESSAYS ON THE TRADE 

The city of Edinburgh and its environs are ex- 
tremely populous, containing, in a circle of about 
fix miles round, no fewer than 100,000 inhabi- 
tants; and is, upon the whole, a very proper 
place for carrying on many branches of many- 
fafture, the woolen not excepted. 

The quantity of wool brought to the public 
weigh-houfe here, from the firft of January 
1776, to the firft of January 1777, amounted 
to 20,185 ftones 2 pounds, allowing 23 Englifli 
pounds to each ftone, tron weight.— -Mr Archi* 
bald M^Dowall employs a great many hands in 
the woolen branchy and the demands for his 
goods are greatly increafed of late. He manu- 
fafiures about thirty hundred weight of Spanifii 
wool, and fifty packs of Scots wool, yearly, each 
pack containing twelve ftones, great weight* 
His machinery confifts of fulling-mills, a fpinning 
machine, and, in general, fuch others as arc 
nfed by thofe of the fame profeflion in England. 
John Thomfon, a perfon of a mechanical genius, 
has made great improvements on the fjnnning 
machine. Mr M'Dowall purchafes moll of his 
wool at Bofwell fair (commonly called Al!-a- 
fadden fair), within four miles of Melrofe, and 
at Edinburgh weigh-houfe ; difpofing of a good 
part of the hip and other coarfe kinds of the 
fleece. Ml* Jeeves is among the beft blanket- 
makers 
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makers in Great Britain, for which commodity 
he has a very confiderable demand : In the ma- 
nufafturing of thefe he makes moft ufe of fkin- 
wool^ as it works more foft and kindly than 
fleece-wool either of Scots or Englifh growth, 
but it rauft nut have been tarred. The medium 
price paid this year was fixteen fliillings per 
ftone, tron weight ; that is, twenty- three pounds 
Englifh. The price he pays for (pinning is two 
fliillings per fpindlc, and for fine y trn two-pence 
farthing />eT pound EngUfii. He fells his blankets 
of ten quarters wide (the ufual kind), from 
fourteen to fixteen fliillings jj^er pair. Mr Jeeves 
has often woven thirty yards of blankets in a 
day with the flying fliuttle. He is in great want 
of cards for fcribbling the wool, fuch as they 
have in many places in Yorkfhirc. He under- 
ftands the method of manufacturing Kendal coat- 
higs, from feven-pence to fiftcen-pence/?fr yard ; 
and they can be made from the worft of wool ; 
even the refufe works up for that ufe. This 
branch fliould be attended to, as there is always 
a great demand. He alfo makes Indian duffles 
(feven quarters, wide), of all kinds, dripped and 
plain, for men and women's wear ; they are 
much in demand, and any wool anfwers for 
them, provided it be not too much tarred. 

A 2 MeiTrs 



4 ESSAYS ON THE TRADE 

MelTcs Tibbets, Miller, Izett, and indeed all 
the hat-makers in and about Edinburgh, are 
perfect mafters of their budnefs ; and their goods 
are better, for the money, than thofe made in 
any part of Britain ; being well manufaftured, 
and of an extremely good colour ; they keep 
the dye equal to any made in France, England, 
or Holland. 

Mr Brotherftone is famous in the carpet, as 
"well as in fome other branches. There are alfo 
feveral perfons fully employed in weaving (lock- 
ings on frames, and their numbers are increafing; 
every day. 

John Ballantyne, wool-merchant in Edin- 
burgh, combs weekly, on an average, twelve 
Scots ftones of wool, at twenty-two pounds 
Englifh each (lone, and pays about five pounds 
fterling per week for workmen's wages. He 
dyes every colour to perfediion, fcarlet excepted. 
He has ufed cudbear made by IVIr Cuthbert 
Gordon at Leith, and finds it-anfwers in feveral 
colours. The charity boys, in the Canongate- 
work-houfe, were employed by Mr Ballantyne 
for fpinning woolen yam, for the fpace of four 
years, on the great wheel, who is of opinion 
that he could give conftant employment to a 
great number of young people on that fimple 

machine* 
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machine. He bpught laft year fixteen hundred 
pounds ftcrling^s wartli of wool, Scots and Eng- 
lifh, nearly half and half. He gives the fame as 
Mr Jeeves for fpinning, and two-pence fer 
pound for combing long wool: Moft of his 
workmen are paid according to their abilities in 
their profeflion ; and I am told, they can eafily 
gain one fhilling per day, if they chufe to exert 
themfelves. He pays for <;ombing fingle work 
wool, two-pence per pound ; double ditto, four- 
pen<:e per pound ; triple ditto, (ix-pence per 
pound; and for fpinning worded, from twelve- 
pence to fifteen-pence ptr fpindle, according to 
the finenefs of the grift; big- wheeling, two fhil- 
Imgs per ipindle; and carpet, three Ihillings and 
fix-pence per ftone of wool. 

Befides the above, there are great variety of 
other branches of manufafture carried on with 
f^irit and attention. Meffrs William Forrefter 
and Company employ about fixty-five looms^ aU 
making filk-gauz^, plain and' flowered. He was 
among the firft who introduced this branch ef 
manufadure into this country. Meflrs Walter 
Seton and Company employ thirty m the fame 
lihe : they are likewife trying plain fdks. There 
are many manufaftories of white thread and 
linen clotli, the fabric of which is good ; but as 
moft of the materials are obliged to be [brought 

A3 from 
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foreign markets, we are not able to fell (b cheap 
as our neighbours in Ireland, or on the conti* 
nenc. 

Several very extenfive tanneries are alfo car- 
ried on in and about Edinburgh ; and much bu« 
fmefs is done, and to great perfe<Sion, among 
the flioemakers;, who, befides fupplying the inha- 
bitants, export annually very large quantities. 
The manufafturers of leather, in this place, have 
indeed acquired fo great a knowledge in that ar- 
ticle, that they can reduce it to any foftnefs or 
hardnefs they think proper, and bring it to as 
line a polirti as marble. Mr Gavin Wilfon, in 
this line, is perhaps the greateft genius which 
this, or any other country, ever produced: 
Legs, arms, fiddles, flutes, drinking- mugs, ink 
and pen-cafes, fnuflf-boxes ; and, in fhort, every 
thing that can be thought of, he makes of lea« 
ther, to the utmoft perfci^ipn. There are alfo 
many curriers and glorers, who carry on an ex» 
tenfive bufmefs. The whitefiniths, of which 
there are a great number, have acquired a de« 
gree of perfe^Stion ki their occupation, which has 
rendeied them famous all over Europe, parti- 
cularly in the article of chimney grates. There 
are likev/ife as good hard foap and candles ma* 
nufadured here as at any place in Europe, and 
to a very large extent. Strong ale, porter and 

fmall 
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fmall beer, excellent of their kinds> are brewed 
by many, eminent in their profeflion. — The 
Edinburgh market is well fupplied with all forts 
of meat, equal to any in Britain, except veal ; 
and fi(h and vegetables are in abundance.— The 
weigh-houfe of Edinburgh is the beft wool- 
market in Scotland, as the manufadhirer can gee 
what fuits him, on very moderate terms, and not 
be loaded with wool which is not fit for his 
purpofe. 

I muft like wife obfervcthe advantage we 
have over the Spittaliield manufadurers in the 
filk branch. They are obliged, by agreement, 
to pay their workmen fixpence -per yiard, where- 
as we have as good work done at three-pence 
halfpenny per yard. 



L E I T Hy 

The fea-port of Edinburgh, is a fafe and good 
harbour, having about (ixteen feet water at 
fpring tides. Ships, for the merchant-fervice, 
are built here according to the principles of the 
art of (hip-building, and upon as good terms as 
any where in Britain. Their materials are of 
the beft kinds \ and the worka>anIhip fubftantial 

and 
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and good. Here are two djy docks, well em« 
ployed, which are of great benefit to all the 
iLipping on the eaft of Scotland. 

The woo] brought to the weigh-houfe of 
Leith, from the 28th of December 1775, to the 
28ch December 17^6, was 781 packs, contsuo* 
ing 14167 ftoiies 21 pounds of wool, tron^ 
weighc; ahnoft the whole of which is (hipped 
for England in the fleece. 

The Edinburgh and Leith Ropery and Ssdl* 
cloth Companies, with fome other private traders 
in that branch, employ 120 looms for making 
canvas, from the higheft, number one, down to 
ofnaburgs, for which commodities they have a 
great demand, as the fabric is very good. The 
value of ropes, cordage, and lines of all kind& 
for fifliing, fewing-tvvincs, &c. with the canvas, 
and fails made from that canvas, may amount 
annually to about 35,000 h fterling : The two 
glafs-houfes for bottles, to about 20^,000 h 
Hard and foft foap, to about 10,000 1. and the 
breweries to a very confiderable fum. Indeed, 
porter is brewed at Leith by Matthew Comb, 
and others, to a degree of perfeftion which juft- 
ly entitles them to the encouragement of every 
good countryman. 

There 
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There are feveral perfons employed in the 
nianufadluring of woolen goods ; and the ftock- 
ing frames are daily increafing. There is an ex- 
tcniive tannery, and a great number of fboes 
made. The tonnage of their fhipping is much 
increafcd of late years. At prcfent there are at 
leaft one hundred veffels belonging to the port y 
ten of which ar6 fliips, forty-five of them brigs^ 
and the reft floops; the whole carryhig about 
^n thoufand tons. There are alfo, upon an 
average, about fixteen hundred veflels which ar- 
rive annually at this port, one half of which may 
be Hoops. Thefe veflels, it is computed, carry 
about fevcnty.fivc thoufand tons, two thirds of 
which are cleared outwards. Mr John Sime, an 
eminent fhip-builder, is at prefent building a (hip 
for the king's fervice ninety feet keel, and twen- 
ty.feven feet beam ; and there are twelve vef- 
fels fitting out for the herring-fiihing on the weft 
coaft of Scotland. The coopers are a refpedablc 
body of men ; they carry on trade very exten- 
Cvcly^in different branches, and furnifh calks to 
a great part of the country, as well* as ftaves 
and other materials for making caflcs. John and 
David Stead make excellent cards, equal, if not 
better, for the money, than anywhere elfc to 
be got. The price of labour is high ; but, as 
almoft the whole is wrought by the piece or job^ 
the merchants and manufadlurer^ can^ by this 

means^ 
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neanS| efUraaU the expence. The number of 
people in South and North Leitb^ of which the 
fituation is dry and healthy^ is about i x>ooo* 
The Trinity-houfe here is under the manage<« 
ment of the fhip-maderSi whereof they are 
members. It is of old ftanding^— has a confi- 
derable revenue, which is very properly attend- 
ed to, and applied to the relief of fuch fhip- 
mafters, their widows and children, and to all 
failors, and their widows and children who have 
failed with the matters of the houfe, as are in in- 
digent circumftances. 

The excife on hard and foft foap 

paid lafl 12 months at Leith, by 

David Neilfon and Company,* 

amounted to - £. 2660 o o 

Ditto for glafs, by the glafs-houfe 

company, - - 1416 3 9 

Ditto on malt, by fundries, 14B9 o o 

Ditto for ale, beer, porter, &c. Q411 o o 



DALKEITH, Mid Lothian, 

A large populous village, belonging to his 
Grace the Duke of Buccleugh, delightfully fitu- 
at^d within fix miles of Edinburgh, having a well 
frequented weekly market holden on Thurf- 

day% 
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day. Water of an excelient foft quality mas oa 
both fides of the town, and^ for the conveniens 
cy of the manufaAurers, his Grace has eredcd a 
good waulk-mill. This ^lage, containing abont 
40c o examinable perfons, environed with a po- 
pulous neighbourhood, is in a moft thriving 
(late ; and there can be no doubt of its becom* 
ing, ill due time, one of the firft manufacturing 
towns in Britain, if his Grace vouch fafe to con* 
tinue his countenance and protection. 

The wool brought into Dalkeith, from the 
ift January 1776, to the ift January 1777, is 
about 7-200 ftones, tron- weight, value 3240 1. 
fterling ; of which there arc exported to Fife and 
the north country about 6500 ftones, at about 
nine (hillings per ftone; Co that there remain 
about 700 ftones of the fa.d wool to be manu- 
fadlured in Dalkeith and its neighbourhood, 
which is chiefly made into broad cloths, from four 
fliillings to fourteen (Iiillings per yard, and nar- 
row ditto from one ftiilling and fixpence to fix 
fliillings. The amount cf the value of the whole 
manufaifhired woolen goods, as above, is com- 
puted to be about 3000 1, annually; their chief 
markets for which are Edinburgh and Glafgow ; 
tho' fome are fent td the north and fourh. 'IT^c 
manufafturcrs pay for fplnning two-pence half- 
penny per (kein. There is no wool ferit from 
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this place to England^ and but 30b or 400 ftones 
brought thence to Dalkeith : the prices are, 
from twelve to eightceii (hillings per ftone, in 
fleece, according to its quality. 

There are alfo carpets made here of different 
patterns and prices, to the extent of 200 or 
300 L flerling annually ; and hats of -excellent 
quality and workmanfhip by Mr George Hiflop, 
^ho deals very extenfively in this branch. 

The number of people fuppofed to be em« 
ployed in the woolen manufadure in and about 
Dalkeith, which has much increafed of late, is 
computed at upwards of two hundred. The 
joimieymen are paid by the piece. It is fup- 
pofed there are annually (laughtered in DaU 
keith, 100,000 (heep and lambs, the fkins of 
the whole of which, to a trifle, are fent to Edin- 
burgh, with the wool on them ; and about 2000 
black cattle. Archibald Borthwick, and other 
manufadlurers* remarks upon Meflis Sawers 
and Hamilton's report, are, that (if it could be 
brought about) it would be of great benefit to 
the place, and alfo to the country in general, 
that all makers of wkite woolen cloth (which 
they fell at fourteen, fifteen, fixtcen, and eigh- 
teen pence per ell) fliould caufe it to be dyed 
la the wool, which would be almoft as ealy, af- 
ter 



AND FISHERIES OF SCOTLAND. . rj 

ter a little prance, as their prefent method; and 
although it (hould be a little dearer, the value, 
ivhen milled and brought to the market, will 
amply cocopenfate the difference; for, if well 
made, one yard will be worth two, efpecially to 
the wearer. Haddington is the propereft place 
in this country to begin the reformation, be- 
caufe there the manufadurers have had more 
experience, and, confequently, underfland it bet- ^ 
ter than thofe in any other part of the coun- 
try, efpecially in the material branch of fpinning. 
If this was once to take place, 1 doubt not, but, 
in a (hort time, they may become equal to the 
Forrcfler or Waukfield cloth ; and, when the 
good effefts of the propofed change are feen, 
others will naturally follow the example. As 
for Robert M*£wan, whom they recommend, 
if the people of Haddington are friendly toge- 
ther, and have the afliftance of the Honourable 
Truftecs, to fettle fomeching on him, and let 
him dye their wool for them, it will be no fmall 
encouragement. * Thefe few things, I have ob- 
ferved, if thorouglily attended to, will, in a fhort 
time, be of fingular benefit to the country. 

The principal manufafturers in Dalkeith are. 

Deacon Robertfon, 
William Brown manufafturer, 
William Purfell, ditto. 
Vol. 11. B IR^vJcetv 
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Robert Watfon clothier, 
William Shaw, dicto, 

Archibald Boi tliwick^ ditto^ and carpet-manu- 

fafturer, 
James Bonhwick, ditto, 
John. Clerk, carpet-maker, 
John Wright, ditto, 
John Brown, wool-merchant, 
William Wilfon, ditto, 
Walter Laidlaw, ditto, 
John Dick, ditto, 
John Goodale, ditto. 

All the above manufadlurcrs agree, that dying 
in the wool is by far the beft practice, and fhould 
be encouraged, as it is the conftant cuftom of 
the reputable manufa^hiring towns in £ngland. 



MU SSELBUKCH, Mid^Lothian. 

A pleafant, healthy village, well fituated 
for manufactures of every kind, particularly the 
woolen, which has been carried on here for ma- 
ny years, though greatly increafed of late. The 
inhabitants are conveniently fupplied with good 
foft water, which runs through the town ; 
houfes at moderate rents, and coals, which are 
get from the pits at hand, are very cheap ; but 
I ground 
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g'ound rent is high.— Mcffrs Hidop and Nicol 
manufadure into different forts of fine and fuper- 
Hue clpth| &c. for which ihe journeymen are paid 
by the piece^ about 1 000 Hones of wool annually. 
James Brooks manufadures a large quantity of 
worded yarn, fpun about Selkirk and Peebles, 
into mauco-flufis of di£Ferent kinds. Thomat 
Brooks aianufadured, from 3d January 1776, to 
3d January 1777, fifty fpindles of woolen yam, 
weighing twenty-five ftones. WiUiam Watfon, 
for the year 1776, (imported from Tweed- 
dale,) 1 196 fpindles of worfled yarn, weighing 
152 ftones 6 lib. James Watfon, in the lame 
year of ditto, aooo fpindles weighing 156 ftones. 
David Borthwick, 728 fpindles, weighing 56 
ftones 14 Hb. Richard Borthwick fcnior, 1404, 
fpindles, weighing 146 ftones 4 pound. Colin 
Clerk 156 fpindles, fpun in Tweeddale and 
Forreft, weighing 42 ftones 10 pound, all in 
17765 the whole of which yarn is manufac- 
tured into manco-ftuffs, &c. for the Edinburgh 
market. . 

George Stewart, James^ Thomfon, and 
George Cathie, are good tradefmen, and make 
all kinds of woolen cloths, from two flnllings 
and fix-pence to fixteen ft)iHings and fix- pence 
per yard, moftly for the Edhiburgh merchants. 
All of the above manufadurers agree, that dy- 

B a in^ 
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ing in the wool is by far the beft praftice, and 
ought to be encouraged. The late Meflrs 
Smarts, who were capital manufacturers bere^ 
were of the fame opinion. 



TRANENT, EaftUthi^' 

A pretty cxtcnfive village, part of the eftate 
of Winton, fituated within a mile of Predon- 
pans, and the fame diftance from Cocke* 'e, 
Seton, Ormifton, Elphhifton, and Dolphington. 

Here woolen yarn is fpun and reeled at two. 
fliillings per fpindle. The people fpin from fix 
to fourteen ciits per pound. Broad cloth is 
made from five (hillings to eight fliilUngs '^^r 
yard. Narrow cloth from one 0iilling and fix- 
pence to three fiiilUngs per yard ; for which the 
manufafturers purchafe wool from eight fliil- 
lings to twelve (hillings per ftone in their neigh- 
bourhood, which is excellently well calculated 
for carrying on that bufinefs. There are com- 
puted to be in the village of Tranent looo per- 
fons, and in the parifh 2500 ; part of the above 
village lies in the pariihes of Ormifton and Pref- 
ton-pans^ which parifhes are fuppofed to be as 
populous as Tranent. Lord Hyndford, and the 
gentlemen in the neighbourhood^ patronize a 
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finall mantifadlory carried on by John Rcdford 
clothier there. 



HADDINGTON, Eaji-Lothian, 

A royal borough^ pleafantly fituated on the 
water Tync, fupplied with plenty of good wa- 
tcr. It enjoys a free wholcfome air, a dry^ cli- 
mate, and is very nigh coal. — The wool brought 
into Haddington, from December 1775 ^° ^^" 
cember 1 776, was computed at 6000 ftones, tron- 
weight, value aSoql. fterling, of which were ex- 
ported to Fife about 1000 ftones tron-weight, 
at about nine fhillings per flone ; fo that there 
remained 5000 ftones o£ tlie faid wool to 
be manufaftured in Haddington and its neigh, 
bourhood^ value 2500 L which is chiefly made 
into broad gloths, fromfour (hilliogs to ten fhil- 
Bngs and (ixpence per yard ;^ narrow cloths from 
one (hilling and (ixpence to (ix (hillings per yard ; 
and blankets made in the Englifh way^ from 
four (hillings to eighteen (hillings per, pair ; the 
fizes of which are two by. two yards, to three 
and one quarter by two and one half yards. 
They alfo make a narrow woolen cloth, which 
is fold raw from the loom unmilled. This, how- 
ever, is reckoned a bad cuftom, as thefe goods 
have not been improved thefe fifty years, but 
are now rather worfe in quality than they were 

B 3 , at 
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at that time ; therefore, it were to be wifhed, 
that the Honourable Board of Truftces would 
either order thefe goods to be milled before 
bringing them to market, or give fmall premi- 
ums to fuch as could bring the greateft quantity 
to market, thus manufadured, in the courfe of 
one year ; and likewife, that they would difbou- 
rage the ufe of fecond-hand or old cards, which 
arc a very great hurt to the w»oolen manufafture. 
The extent of the value of the goods, made an- 
i:iually in and about this place, is eAimated at 
5000 1. fterling. The principal manufadurers 
here are Sawers and Hamilton, William Ram- 
fay, and Robert E(avie, with many others of 
Jefs note. Their chief markets are Edinburgh 
and Glafgow ; though fome of their goods arc 
fcnt to the north and fouth. They pay for fpin- 
uing two-pence, two-pence halfpenny, and three? 
pence per Ikein. There is no wool fent from 
this place to England, and only eight or nine 
hundred ftones imported from thence to Had- 
dington, at from twelve (hillings to eighteen fliit- 
lings per Clone, in flcecC. 



William Ramfay and Robert Davie gjrow and 
prepare about four tons of woad, for dying blue 
annually ; but it ought to be remarked, that 
Robert M*Ewan, dyer there, was the nrft who 
taught them that branch of bufmefs, and de- 

fcrves 
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ferves notice on that account. The number of 
people {bppofed to be employed in different 
branches of the woolen manufaftory, in and about 
Haddington^ is reckoned to be upwards of 8oo> 
nvho pay for their wool in the fleece^ from five 
to eighteen fliillings per (lone. If the Board 
ihould incline to put apprentices to weaving as 
formerly^ their ftamp-mafler at Haddington^ 
William Lindfay, is a very proper perfon to m- 

I 

Aruft them. He makes beaver-cloth from the 
pile of the hare and rabbit, of a good quality^ al> 
mod equal to real beaver made in France,. 



L J NT OWN, Eaft'Lothian. 

A pleafantly fituated village, nigh the moutb 
ef the water Tyne, and moft commodioufly fitu- 
ated for carrying on the woolen manufafture *, 
or indeed any branch, being poflefled of every 
natural advantage for this purpofe. The inhabi- 
tants of this village are indufh-ious good people. 
Lord Haddington's family have flicwn thcmfelves 
truly humane and beneficent, by ercfting, at 
the family's expence, a fmall village, a litilc 
way from Tinningham-houfe, called the Wi. 

dovy's 



* See my Remarks concerning ibis, in tic 
loft. Chapter of the Third Volume. 
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dow's RoW| in which live fourteen families of 
old people^ who have been fervants^ or fome-^ 
how conne&ed with my Lord's houfehold ; and 
there is an annual fum allowed for their main- 
tenance. His Lordfliip and the family have been 
long greatly, and moft juftly relpefted, over all 
this part of the country, for their generofity and 
benevolence. 

Mr Buchan Hepburn, and the other gentle* 
men and farmers in this neighbourhood, are 
truly public fpirited, and great promoters of 
agriculture and manufadhires* 

A good deal of flax is fpun here ; and eleven 
looms are employed in the woolen and linen 
branches. James Dawfon, the principal manu» 
fafturer^ is cajpital in both thefe, and has abun^ 
dance of bufmefs. 



DUNBAK, EaftXoihiany 

A royal borough, a pleafant fea-port, and a 
fafe harbour, having fifteen feet water at fpring 
tides. This place may be called the Bright'* 
helmftone of Scotland for fea-bathing, . the falt- 
water being pure and ftrong, with excellent 
conveniencies and good lodgings. The mer- 
chants here have a true fpirit for trade. Mrs 

Robert 
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Robert Fall, much to her honour as well as enio« 
lament^ employs many people in the fpinning of 
wool; and manufacturing it mto carpets and 
other goods. Thomas Brown, likewife, does as 
much as his fmall ftock will admit of. He was 
greatly hurt in hiscircumftancesby an accidental 
fire that happened in his houfe^ which confum- 
ed great part of his effefts. He continues ftiU 
to do a little in the woolen branch, roanufiidures 
a great number of (lockings, and wants nothing 
fo much as a little fupport, he having the cha- 
raAer of an honeft man. Meflfrs Charles and 
Robei^t Fall, and Company > carry on a great 
trade to all parts, and much bufinefs b done by 
the faid Company, and others, in curing red - 
barrings. They aUb deal in male, barley, C 
flour, and fundry other branches. The pfoedi '^^ 
of curing red herrings is in the following man- 
ner : When they arc brought from the boats 
or veflels, to the clofe or cellar, they are roufed 
with fait, great or fmall, according as they are 
meant to be cured for exportation, or home 
confumption. If for the former, great fait is 
unqueftionably beft. They muft lie fo faked 
about thirty hours : They are turned with 
fcoops, and the fait thrown over them ; they arc 
afterwardi fpitted through the mouth with 
wooden fpits of four feet long, and then hung 
on fpars^ at proper diftainces, on the luffs or . 

> rafters^ 
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rafters (as the fiftiermen call them), and, if the7 
fall, are hung on tenter-hooks.— Oak wood is 
i the beft to fmoke with, though beech wood 
may^ be partly ufed. The time to be fmoked 
depends upon the drynefs or dampnefs of the 
weather; but the attention to the firft two days 
fecures the fuccefs. It will take three weeks 
fully to cure them, if the weather i& unfavour- 
able ; but if dry and clear, fourteen days will 
anfwer the purpofe. The barrel contains from 
{tx, to feven hundred of our middle-fixed 
herrings on the eaft coad of Scotland. The 
herrings, however, become fmallcr at Yar- 
mouth ; the barrels, therefore, will contain of 
them from eight to ten hundred. The her- 
rings on the weft coaft again being larger than 
either, I fuppofe from five to fix hundred of 
thefc may fill a barrel. They are reckoned at five 
fcore to the hundred, and the number contained 
in each barrel is marked on the end of it with a 
blacking brufh. The average price is twenty- 
five fhillings per barrel, ready money, both ia 
England and Scotland, and for which valuable 
commodity there ore great demands, both at 
home and abroad. 

Meffrs Charles and Robert Fall, and Compa- 
ny, befides the extenfive trade they carry on in 
iiM}ft branches, arc juft now ercding about fixty 

looms^ 
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looms^ to manufadure canvas of all forts^ and 
have taken into trade with them, in that and 
the ropery branch, Thomas Bryant, from Great 
Yarmouth, who is a perfon of experience and 
knowledge in this valuable trade. 



GLASGOW, Lanark-Jhire^ 

A large, handfbme, and populous city, (itu* 
ated on the banks of the Clyde ; carries on a 
very extenfive trade, pankularly to America 
and the Weft Indies. Its local fituation affords 
the inhabitants many advantages in their feveral ' 
branches of trade, and the manufaftures carried 
on here are very confiderable. 

Meiirs Adam Grant and Company profecute 
a large trade in the manufafiure of carpets, for 
which they confume ^500 ftones of wool annu- 
ally. , 1 heir carpets are of an exceeding good, 
ckar colour, and the patterns well chofen, and 
very diftinft. The price of fpinning is much the 
fame as at Edinburgh, and the piece-work on 
the fame terms. Their demand is very great at 
home, and they receive large orders from the 
merchants, who export them to different parts 
abroad; and I am credibly informed, they have 
found no inconvenience from our America^ 

trade 
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trade being flopped. Mod of their wool is 
brought from Argyle and Dumbarton (hires $ the 
prices from feven (hillings to fourteen, (hillings 
per flone. Mr William Brown of Glafgow, 
who curries and prepares all forts of (kins, 
makes excellent (hamois^ and all other kinds of 
leather. He purchafi^s moft of the (heep and 
lamb (kins that are killed in Glafgow and Gree- 
nock^ and makes itnmenfe quantities of gloves 
for lacUes and gentlemen, of the beft colours, as 
well as buck and doe-(kin breeches. The ex* 
tenfivenefs of his trade may be conceived, when 
]^ou are told that he ufes, at a medium, 40,000 
ikins annually. He fells above 2000 (tones of 
wool at home ; and fends to Kendal, in England, 
by commiflion from merchants there, about 1000 
(tones. For the wool brought from the Highlands 
that is tarred, he gets from five to eight" (hil- 
lings per (lone, tron weight ; and for the 
wool not tarred, fifteen (hillings per ftone. 
The merchants in Kendal buy the beft kind^ 
and carry it up in waggons. He finds ufe 
for all the refufe, and he has great merit and 
knowledge in his profeilion. He has two fons 
whom he propofes breeding to his own bufinefs. 
About two years ago, Mr Brown employed fif- 
teen fervants, from diftant parts, but is now 
enabled to carry, on bufmefs with our own peo- 
ple only, and finds it turn out to much better ac- 
count 
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count than when he employed ftrangcrs. This 
gentleman lived four years at Woolen, from 
1758 to the year 1762. Before that period, 
almoft the whole lamb fldns of this country were 
fent up to England to be manufaftured ; when 
they had undergone that operation, a part was 
returned hither. A fhort time after that, Mr 
Brown ufed one hundred dozen a- week, for 
years together, and paid 45 1, fterling of wages 
weekly. 

Mr Wflliam "Stirling of Glafgow has long 
profecuted, and ftill continues to carry on here, 
a very extentive manufafture in printing and 
ftaining both linen and cotton. He has, by his 
induftry, brought up a fine family, and acquired 
confideraWe wealth, to the extent, I am told, 
ctf about 25,000 1. Sterling. His two fons, 
whom he has bred in the fame line of life, 
promife to be likewife eminent in their profef- 
fion. They are truly public-fpirited, and dc- 
ferve the applaufe of their country. 1 hey em- 
ploy a number of people in all the branches of 
their extenfive operations. Their market is part- 
ly at home, and have great demands from foreign 
parts ; neither have they found any decreafe in 
the trade of late. They do not Teem inclined 
to difcover' the fecret of their bufinefs, which 
has lately incrcafed very much ; and making the 

Vol. If. c ^^N^^ 
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fpirit of vitriol themfelves has added to the profit 
of their mannfaftory. The wages they pay arc 
according to the genius and abilities of the 
work-people employed. The rent for their 
houfes and bleaching-fields mufl be confiderable^ 
which are (ituated on Leven fide, nigh Dum- 
barton, where there is fine foft clear water, 
that greatly contiibutes to : give their cloth a 
^ood colour. 1 he number of looms employ • 
cri at prefent, in Glafgow and its environs, is 
afiout 4000 in all the diiTerent branches ; be^ 
fides, at Anderfton, one mile down the Clyde, 
on the Dumbarton road, more than 500 looms 
are conftantly in adion. The number of peo- 
ple in this city and fuburbs is about 38,000. 
As population incrcafes, the town is yearly 
enlarging with good regular buildings, and wide 
open ftreets, conftituting, upon the whole, one 
of the neateft towns in Scotland* The brew- 
erics at Glafgow are large, extcnfive woiks, and 
confume many thoufand bolls of barley annually 
for malt. The boitle-houfe here is well cm- 
ployed. The tanneries go on with f])irit and 
fuccefs. The quantity of flioes nianufadured 
here is very great. Tapes, inkles, and all other 
fpecies of goods, are alfo much in demand. 
Iron work of all kinds made, to a confiderable 
extent. The printed .linens and cottons, ma- 
xjufafture^ lift year^ amounted to the full vaUie 

of 
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of 150,0001. fterling, of which the duty paid 
was 10^000 1.; and the roperies iir and about 
Glafgow are carried oh to the extent of about 
28^000!. annually. 

Mr William 3mith, of Glafgow, manufaftures 
a confiderable quantity of livery laces, girth webs 
for faddlers^ and other ai^ticles of that kind ; as 
alfo excellent herring nets ; — in all which ar- 
ticles he fupports the character of an experien- 
ced tradefinan. William Rifl^, to the eaft of 
the Green of Glafgow, is eminent for raaking 
inkles, ferrets, knee-garters, with many other 
articles in that line, and is capital in his trade* 
At Glafgdw, Mar/hall and Company's tannery 
is the greateft in Europe, except the one at 
Cologne in Germany. In (hort, as a proof of 
the increafing opulence of this place, we need 
only mention, that the duty paid for wheel- 
carriages is more than double*whac it was four 
years ago. 



KIRKINTULLOCH, Dumharton^flnre, 

m 

A fmall village on the fide of the great Ca- 
nal, which is a great reafon of the caufe of its 
increafe. . 
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There arc fomc long-lawns manufa<5hircd 

here, but no woolen, except for private fami* 
lies. 



KILSTT H, Stirling^ Jhire, 

A pretty large village, (ituated on the fide of 
the Canal. There are feveral looms employed 
here, but all in the piece way, for linens and 
coarfe woolen, adapted for country ufe. They 
had large orders of late to execute in the long- 
lawn branch, for the Glafgow market. By th« 

iltuation of this town, being clofe to the canal^ 
there is no doubt but it will increafe yearly. 



FJLKIRKy Sttrling:Jhire, 

A pretty largt town, pleafantly fituated in a 
fine country. There are about 120 looms 
here, moftly in the cuftomary way, being em- 
ployed by all the neighbourhood. Ebenezer 
Carter^ clothier here, has a club of about 160 
gentlemen, farmers and others, who pay two 
fliillings and three-pence per month, and take 
his cloth for all their families. There is ano- 
ther club of decent gentlemen, called the Grand 
ClimaiSleric Club, who are likewife refolved to 

be 
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be cloathed in the manufaftures of their country. 
The people in general are well bclined to induf- 
try, and feem poffeffed of much public fpirit* 
It is computed, upon an average, that 70CO 
flieep and lambs are flaughtered annually : the 
grcatefl part of the fkins of thefe are fent to 
Linlithgow to be drefled. By th^ great can;^ 
going fo near Falkirk, and the Carron iron- 
works being eftablifhcd there, the number of 
people increafes daily ; and, if induftry keeps 
pace with it in proportion, it will foon become 
a confiderable place in point of manufaftures. 
The woolen manufafture, at leaft to any ex- 
tent, has been fet on foot only withip thefe twa 
years, and they have begun wifely with low- 
priced goods, madd from the wool of the coun- 
try. There are computed to be in this parifh 
of Falkirk 7000 examinable perfons ; and as 
there trade is greatly increafed, population is 
proportionably augmenting. 



LlNLITHGOir, Weft'Lothian, 

Ah ancient royal borough of confiderable ex- 
tent, well fituated for jnanuTadores, being po- 
pulous, nigh coal, and well fupplied with fine, 
foft, clear water. The wool trade here is car- 
ried on by Mefirs Henry Gilfillan and Company, 
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Mr John Gibfon, Mr George Napier, Mr David 
Baldcrton, Mr Barclay, and Mr Smart. — Th'ey 
purchafc from 5000 1. to 6000 1. fterling value 
of wool annually, moflly in the north of Eng- 
land, at the medium price of fifteen (hillings />rr 
ftone, tron weight. They purchafe fomc coarfe 
wool in Tweeddale, from five to eight fhillbgs 
per ftone, for carpets, and fuch like goods. 
Meflrs Henry GilfiUan and Company manufac- 
ture about 1000 ft ones into carpets annually, 
which are fold moftly abroad. The other ma- 
nufactures above-named are principally in the 
combing branch, which laft is fpun up, and 
chiefly fold to the Englifli manufadurei^s ; tho^ 
fome fmall pai't is bought by the country people^ 
and wrought up for their own private ufe. 
Thefe five mafter wool-combers employ about 
thirty men and boys in that branch. There 
are fome tanneries and fkinnd'ies carried on to 
a good extent ; dreiling annually not lefs than 
40,000 Ikins. There are about 4Slooms employ- 
ed in different branches of the woolen manufac- 
ture, eight in the carpet branch, and nine frames 
for ftocking-makers. The price of combmg wool 
is the fame as at Edinburgh ; 'and fpin'iiing accor- 
ding to the grift, from one ihilling and fixpenee 
to two flnllings and fixpenee per fpindle. The 
price varies according to the demand for yarn, 
which is very great at prefent. . 

KIRKLISTON^ 
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KIRKLISTON, Weft^Lothian, 

A fmall kirk-town, on the Linlithgow road. 
—No woolen manufadures here, except drug- 
gets. Alexander Fleming carries on a confidcr- 
able linen manufactory , and employs about 
twenty looms. There is a great demand for 
linen at prefent. 



STIRLING, Head Town of the Count j. 

An ancient royal borough, well known from 
its caClFe, and the records of many memorable 
adions atchieved there. This town has long car- 
ried on a very extenfive trade, in manufaduring 
fhalloons and ferges. Highland plaids and car- 
pets. James Young has a neat carpet work: the 
colours are remarkably good, and, indeed, finely 
executed. His demands are great at home, a^ 
well as from England, Ireland and Holland. He 
ufes all forts of wool, and gets his yarn ipun in 
the country. Here' are about i6o looms, 3a 
fiocking-frames, and 17 carpet looms^ moitly all 
in woolen goods; and the town contains about 
4500 inhabitants. They get their wool from 
the fame places that the Linlithgow people get 

theirs^ 
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theirs, and at the fame prices. The principal 
dealers and manufaclurers are, 

John Smith, Hugh Smith, 

John Steven, John Paton, 

John Paterfon, William Wilfon^ 

Convener Paterfon, James Ewihg, 

John Moir, Robert Banks, 

Robert Harvie, James Yomig, 

William Reid, junior, John Dick, 

Robert Gilchrift, James Campbell^ 

William Gilfillan, John Wingate, 

James Neilfon, John Watfon, 

William Laing, Alexander Steven,, 

George Arthur, John Wilfon, 

James Craig, Peter Littlejohn^ 

William Reid, fenior, John Robertfon^ 

James Baird, Peter Ruflel^ 
Charles Rattray. 



ALLO A^ Clachnarman-Jhirty 

A pretty large town, fix miles below Stirling^ 
ein the north fide of the Forth ; in which the 
eife^s of induftry make the peopk appear with 
a pleafing countenance. - 

At this fea-port, and neighbourhood, much 
work is done^ and every thing carrying on for 

tlic 
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the improvement of tpade and manufactures. 
The quantity of coal-fhipt is very great, and the 
manufafture of camblets is in a floqrifhing flate j 
in' fd much, that there are juft now employed 
twenty mafters, who occupy 150 looms, almoft 
all of them working upon this valuable branch. 
—They get moft of their wool from the neigh- 
bouring hills, which has no tar, and is all Ipun 
among themfelvfes, Meflrs Gibfon and Haig are 
the moft confiderablc perfons in that line. They 
employ, at a medium^ twenty-two looms and 
120 people. Their markets are at home^ Laa« 
don and Quebec. 



% AhV Ay Sttrling-fhirc, 

A fmall village, a litde above Alloa, where si 
good deal of plaidings and other coarfe woolen 
goods are made. 



CLACKMANNAN, 

The head town of the county.— Here is a 
good deal of yarn fpun, and induftry appears t» 
be courted by the inhabitants. There are a few 
looms now going, and more preparing. 



tINC ARDINE, 
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KINCARDINE, Clackmannan-fljtre, 

A pretty large town, on the north fiflc of 
Forth, four miles below Alloa. — This fea-port 
defervcs the notice of every lover of his country* 
Here, in my time, they have increafed the ton- 
nage of their fhipping at lead forty to one. 

There are not Icfs than one hundred fall of 
yeflels belonging to this port, the fmalleft 40 
tons burden, and the largcft 150 tons. They 
build moft of their craft in their own docks ; 
and, by that mean, the money is made to cir- 
culate among themfelves. Here induftry makes 
peace and plenty appeal" on every countenance, 
while true friendfhip reigns among the people* 
If any man lofe his fliip by ftrefs of weather, or 
by any unforefeen accident, the honeft failors 
aflift their diftrefled brother all in their power 
to put him again into bufmefs. 1 his is true mag- 
nanimity, and the glorious and prevailing prin- 
ciple of Briciih feamen. 

The people have had the "addrefs and good 
fenfe -to fupply the Glafgow market, and the ad- 
jacent country, with timber of all kinds, fince 
the American trade was fhut up; which the^ 

do upon better ^terras than the people of that 

* country 
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country ever fupplied themfelves ; for the ufual 
navigation was round all the north and weft of 
Scotland. Their largeft fliips are fcnt to Nor- 
way, Sweden, and all the ports in the Baltic^ 
for timber of all kinds, fit for the market in the 
weft ; which they unload on return at the Sea- 
lock, mouth of Carron. They float it in large 
rafts up the canal, now navigable within one 
mile of Glafgow, where they cart it to the city, 
at an cxpence eveiy way much below what 
thofe people have been in ufe to . import then: 
timber. By this they have the merit of opening 
a new channel of trade, advantageous to them- 
felves and their country. — I am clearly of opi- 
nion, that there is more tonnage of fh'ippiog em* 
ployed here than in any port in Great Britain^ 
hi proportion to the number of people. 

TQRRYBURN, Fife-Jhire, 

A fmall fea-port, where, enjoying a good har- 
bour, confiderable quantities of coals are (hipped^ 
and at which there is a good deal oT flax fpun. 

CU LROS S, Perth'/hire, 

A royal borough, pleafantly (ituated on the 
north of the Forth, the property ofLord Dun- 
douald. There are. about ihiity-fivc looms em* 
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ployed here in the linen and cotton branches^ 
and fume piece-work in the woolen. This plsif:e 
is well fitiiated for manufactures, lying warm 
and dry, and very nigh coals ; and mod of the 
nianufafturers have fmall gardens^ which with 
the wholefomenefs of the air contributes greatly 
to longevity ; fo that the number of old people 
here^ in proportion to the number of inhabi- 
tants, exceeds any place in Scotland. The Earl of 
Dundonald has laid out a large fum in making a 
harbour, and eredling a coal-work, which, it is 
hoped, will fucceed, as his Lordfhip has paid 
much attention to the works* 



DUNFERMLINE, Fife^Jhlre, 

A royal borough of confiderable extent and 
trade ; having a good country all around, coals 
clofe to the town, and a good weekly market 
well fupplied with provifions of all kinds. The 
parifli contains about 7000 examinable perfons. 
Here is a great manufadure in diapers, and all 
forts of table-linen and woolen goods, in which 
different branches about 600 looms are con- 
flan tly employed. The manufacturers get their 
wool fr«m Wooler, and thereabouts; ufmg about 
taoo ftones yearly, which when fabricated, 
is moflly fold in the neighbourhood and the 
weft country. Here are feveral good dyers, who 

fervc 
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ferve all the country round, among whom Pro- 
vofts Tuinbull, Dickie, and Anderfoq, are the 
principal. There are about 12000 flicep and 
lambs killed annually, apd about 600 black 
cattle. The people live much better here than 
formerly, owing to the increafe of manufadhircs. 

UsfVERKEITHING, Fife^Jhire, 

A fea-port, and fafe harbour, nigh coals^ and 
one of the mod ancient royal boroughs in Scot- 
land. Thtfre is a good market here for all vivres. 
There are about forty looms employed in the 
whole pariih, much in piece-work, in the linen 
and woolen way, and in diapers. Their politics 
and fqnabbles about the management of the 
town, keep them- poor and infignificant, and al- 
moft totally idle. — The parifh contains about 
1300 examinable perfons. 

St DAV ID^S, Ftfe-Jhire, 

A fca-port, the property of Sir Robert Hen- 
derfon of Fordell, a public-fpirited, worthy 
gentleman, and a great promoter oT trade and* 
induftry. He has fliipped at this port, for fomc , 
years paft, many thoufand tons of coals annually, 
on Ws own account and rifle, for the I^ondon 
and other markets, whereby he has employed 
hundreds of feamen and labourers^ and I am 

Vol. II. D V'*^'^ 
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happy to inform the Board, that the Icheme has 
turned out much to his own advantage, as well 
as to that of his country. There are full eigh- 
teen fi^et of water in the harbour at fpring-tides. 
Some coarfe woolens for home confumption, 
and knit (lockings, both of thread and worfted^ 
;are manufadured here. 



ABERDOUR, Fife/hire, 

A fafe fe^-port, though but fhallow water.— 
The only bufinefs carried on at this place is the 
knitting of ftockings, both thread and worfted. 
—Colonel Watfon, who refides here at prefent, 
has much merit in having introduced an excel- 
lent breed of flieep, of Mr Culley'skind. Their 
wool is of an excellent quality, and every fleece, 
at a medium, weighs eight pounds Englifh. I 
am forry to obferve of my native country, That 
Fifeihire inherits a lefs number of public-fpirited 
gentlemen, than any county in Scotland. This 
ibire is particularly calculated for railing flieep; 
and the local (ituation of Aberdour, the advan- 
tages of being well fupplied with fi(h of the beft 
kinds, coal, fait, and all forts of vivrcs, on mo- 
derate terms, are fufficient to demonllrate this 
part proper for the feat of manufadures ; more 
efpecially when it is confidcred, that no part of 
ibe county is more than fix miles from the Forth 

or 
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or Tay. The little ftrips of land by the fea-fidc 
may be occupied in raifing corn to advrantage ; 
but tliefe ftrips b€;,ar but a fmall proportion to 
the number of acres throughout thit county, in- 
tended by nature only for raifing fheep, which 
would be a more profitable crop to the farmer, 
than attempting to grow corn on high lands 
where it never did, nor never will ripen to per- 
fedion. Now thefe high lands, fo unpropitious 
to the growth of feed, are peculiai ly favourable 
to the breeding of (heep, as the fnow never lies 
on them but a few days together ; befides, the 
pafture is of fuch a quality, as to promifa^ the 
beft of wool from a good breed of fheep. The 
gentlemen and farmers, however, infteadof ftu- 
dying their own intercft and the welfare of the 
county, (a few only excepted), have torn and 
ploughed up the ihecp- walks, and leflened the 
number of iheep to fuch a degree, that, it is 
faid, there are more hares hi the county than 
flieep. By negleding the breed of this preciptfs 
animal, many thoufand pounds are fent annually 
out of the county to Eall-Lothian, the fouth of 
Scotland, and even to England, for wool tb. 
clothe the inhabitants of the fhire • for they . 
have no exports of any kind ; and the wo(rt 
they ufe is loaded with three or four profits ibeL 
fore it comes to the poor houfe- wives, or would- • 
be indufbioua manufaAurcrs. 



i 
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KING HORN, Fife^/hire, 

A royal borough, and great thorough- fare, 
being the ferry to Leirh. The chief article car- 
ried on here is the knitting of thread-ftockiogs, 
with which they are perfe(ftly acquainted, and 
for which they have a great demand at prcfent. 
'Jhcre are about iioo people ixa ilie parifli. 

BURNTISLAND^ Fife-fiAre, 

A royal borough, and a fea port town, with 
a large and fafe harbour, about flxteen feet of 
water at fpring tides. There ai^e about 800 
people in the pariih ; but being a royal borough 

(inimical to indiiflry), very little progrefs is 
made in manufadures. 

KIRKA LDT, Fife-filre, 

A royal borough and fea-port, a tolerable 
good harbour, but fliallow water. Some coal 
and fait are ih'ppcd here. The people in the 
town and links are moftly employed in weaving 
checks and ticks. I'hey dye all colours well. 
There are about 240 looms going, fomc in the 
woolen branch for h ;me confjmpt, for which 
the wool, which is generally got from Yetholm, 
and down towards Kelfo and Wooler, anfwers 
beft. The price is from tsvelve to eighteen (hil- 



AND FISHERIES OF SCOTLAND, ^t' 

lings per ftone. The goods moftly made are, , 
from Rve to eleven fliillings per yard^ in which 
rhey confurne annually about looo ftones of 
Englilh, and 500 ftones of Scots in a year. The 
price of fpinning is tv^o (hillings per fpindle ; for 
weaving (the broad way) from five-pence to 
eight-pence per yard. There are about loo 
men and women employed in fpinning and wea- - 
ving wool. The principal manufafturers here 
are Andrew Balvaird in Path-head, and Robert 
Steidman in Linktown. The dyers and clothiers 
are Andrevv Balvaird, Robert bteidraan, James • 
Davldfbn, and Jofeph Brown. The beft mar- ■ 
kets are at Edinburgh, Perth, and through Fife. 
Great part of the checks and ticks go to Eng- 
land, for which they have a brilk demand. 
Meflrs John and George Fergus have about 
forty of the above looms, and they have a large 
bleachfield, for bleaching yarn for themfelves 
and others. All their yarn is made from Riga 
and St Peterfturgh flax; for they will not ufc 
any of their own home-grown flax. iTlany of 
their pocket- napkins (handkerchiefs) go to 
Aberdeen and other parts of the norih, and are 
fold from (ix-pence to one ihilling and fix-pence 
per napkin. Glafgow likewife takes to a confi- 
dcrable value of their manufadurcs. The num- 
ber of examinable. perfons in the parifli are faid ^ 
to axxu>uac to 3000. 

D 3^; au^.^ 



Ji 



4S ESSAYS ON THE TRADE 



DUNNIKIER, commonly called PATH* 

HEAD, Fife^Jhire. 

This is a large and populous thriviug village^ 
the property of Mr OfwalcJ, all feucd to tradef- 
men and manufadurers. The manufa£hire of 
nails is carried on here to a great extent. 
Andrew and George Balvairds carry on a con- 
fiderable woolen manufaiflute, and make cloth 
from the fleece, fit fur the market, from onfe 
fliilling and fix-pence to twelve fliillings per 
yard, from Scots wool, moftly from the Edin- 
burgh market, and the combed wool from John 
Ballantyne there. Their goods find a ready fale 
all over the country. They make good colours, 
and have long fupported their reputation. Here 
there are about 1 95 looms employed iiT manu* 
fafluring checks, ticks, napkins, and plain linen, 
all much in demand at prefent. Their fpiuning 
has rifen from ten-pence to feventeen-pence per 
fpindle. There are about 1500 people in ihi* 
village. 

DTSART and St CLAIR'S TOJf^N, 

Fife-Jhlre, 

A fca-port and royal borough, has a good 
harbour, fourteen feet of water at fpring tides. 

A 
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A confiderable quantity of ccal and fait are ihip- 
pcd here, and much more might be done, were 
the fame attention ffven that I have known. 
The inhabitants, who are aAive and diligent, 
and who have long fupported a good reputation, 
carry on a briik trade in the checks, ticks, and 
napldns, as their neighbours do, and have ready 
fale. There are about 130 looms, and 2900 
examinable perfons in the parifh. 



WEST WEMYSS, Fsfe^Jhire. 

There is a tolerable harbour here, the pro- 
perty of Mr Wemyfs of Wemyfs, where fome 
coal and fait are fliipped. There is buc little in- 
duftry in this fea-port ; but it is hoped they will 
be roufed to a fenfe of their duty to their fami- 
lies, and to their country, by the example ihewn 
them by their neighbours. 



EAST fVEMTSS, Tife^Jhht, 

A fmall fifhing town, likewife the property 
of Mr Wemyfs. The inhabitants (who are al- 
moftlftrangcrs to induftrj') have been accuftom- 
ed to a certain indolent manner, from which, I 
am afraid, it will be difficult to reclaim them. 
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METHIL and DU B B lE^S IDE, 

Fife-JIjire, 

The property of Mr Wcmyfs. The fbip 
ping of coal and fait was a great objeft here , 
but being much on the decline, the inhabitant; 
begin to think on fome trade more permaneni 
and lafting. If they were once roufed fron 
their lethargy, they might probably Humble or 
their own intereft. 




LEV EN, Fifejhirey. 

The property of Mi* Gibfon of Durie, a 
pleafantly fituated village, at the mouth of 
Leven water. Coal, fait, and fifli, both frefh 
and fait, are plentiful, and good of their kinds* 
There are about 150 looms in the pariffi, 
moflly employed in making green linen, which 
meets with a rapid fak at the weekly markets 
holden on Saturday. James Greig has fet up 
in the bufincfs of a. clothier, and is doing very 
welh He inanufadures wool from the fleece^ 
ready for the market, which he buys from Joha 
Ballantyne in Edinburgh.* The number oC 
examinable people in the parifli is about I400«. 
Here are two annual markets or fairs, one at 

midfummcr. 
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midfumm^r, and one at Michaelmas; and^ being 
in the center of Fife, are well fupplied with 
goods, which are bought up by people from 
Newcaille,. Hawick, Glafgow, Edinburgh, Stir- 
ling, Sec. where much money is laid out, Mifs 
Anne Hamilton makes excellent white thread, 
and' is fiicceeding pretty weU here. She is 
very attentive and indu fir ions, is come of a 
good family, and defcrves public notice. 



LAKOO, rife^/IArc. 

Upper and Lower Largo's, the prpperty of 
Mr Durham, who has done much to improve 
andbeiat>fy his eftate. There arc feveral ma- 
nofaftarcrs here, who are nmcb encouraged by 
Mr Durham and the neighbourhood ; but, 
above all, Mrs Durham is held in cfttem by 
all ranks of people, for her public fpir it and 
humanity, being conftantly employed in pro- 
moting induftry, and bedewing a<^s of charity 
on proper obje^s. Manufactures are goings on 
here apace, no* lefs than 42 looms being now 
well employed. 

V 

COLLINS'BURGH, Fife^JJnre, 

The property of Lord Balcarras, a pleafant 
and healthy village containing about 500 in- 



t 
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'duflrious inhabitants, who are fo well employee 
at fpinning and weaving, that not a beggar i 
to be fecn in the whole town. There ar 
about eight looms conftantly employed, and 
great deal of yarn is fpun in and about thi 
village. The Hax muftly ufcrd is that brough 
from Riga. There are two dyers here, wh 
accomniodaie all the people who fend their woi 
fteds to be dyed, v\h'cW is not iiiConfiderablc 
The yarn is fold at St Andrew'f, and all th 
towns in the neighbourhood. 

KILCONQJJHAR, Fife^/hire, 

The property of hlr Bethune of BalfoQi 
This villagre (containing about 2500 examinabl 
perfons in it and the parifh) is much in the faro 
ftate with-Collinfburgh. The inhabitants hav 
a great deal of fpinnin^r, and about 30 looms^ar 
employed hi piece woik. A confiderable manu 
faciure of fhoes and boots is alfo carried on heri 



ELY, Fife /hire, 

The property of Sir John Anftruther ; ; 
has a good, fafe harbour, 15 feet water a 
fpring-tides. There is a great deal of yar 
fpun here, and about twenty looms employed 
pariili contains about 800 people. 

^i M N /t N C i 
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St MON AN CE, Fife^Jhire, 

A filhing town, the property of Sir John 
Anflruiher, containing about looo examinable 
induftrious perfons. Two very conGderable 
dealers in yarn refide here, who promote (pin- 
ning round the neighbourhood, and about 20 
looms are fully employed. 

PirrENWEEMy Fife-Jhire, 

A fea port, and a royal borough; it was 
much on the decline fome time ago ; but the 
coal and fait works ere<5^ed by Sir John Anftru- 
ther and Mr Robert Fall, have faved the town, 
and made it flourifh more than any on the eaft 
coaft of Fife. Thefe gentlemen, at their fole ex- 
pence, have built a new harbour, and repaired 
the old one ; and have laid waggon ways from 
their coal-pits to the harbour. They (hip many 
thoufand tons of coal annually, and many thou- 
fand bufhels of fait. This being the nigheft port 
where coals or fait are fhipped for the north, 
occafions many north-country veflels to come 
hither for thefe ufeful articles. Befides, fhips 
can load here, and often be at home, before they 
can get up the Frith to take in their loading. 
In this place there are about twenty looms ; and 
fpinning is carried on at prefent very brifkly, 
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though nothing is done in the woolen branch 
but countiy work, and the people clothe them- 
felves in that way. The quantity of wool 
brought from Dunbar and North Berwick to 
this part of the coaft, is about 2000 (tones an« 
nually. 



JN STRUTH ER, EASTER and 
jy ESTER, Fife /hire. 

"Thcfe are both royal boroughs, all feued 
from Sir John Anftruther. There is a har- 
bour for fmall veffels, having about eleven feet 
v»ater at fpring tides. About thirty-fix looms 
are employed in both towns, A confiderable 
manufa^ure for coloured threads is carried on 
by Chalmers and Hall, and their thread is much 
approved of.— They likewife cany on the bufi- 
nefs of dying, and are dealers in Scots woolen 
cloth. In fliort, they fliow themfelves true 
friends to their country by promoting its manu- 
fadures. 



KILRENNY, and CE LLE R^DYK ES, 

Fife Jlnre, 



A royal borouj^h, feued moftly from Mr Be»i 
une of Balfour. A good fiihiug is carried on 

here. 
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here. The people are very induftrious, and fpin 
confiderable quantities both of flax and wooU 
Mr and Mrs Lumfdain of Iiwergclley do all in 
their power to promote induftry ; they live hard 
by thefe towns, and are much efteemed by all 
ranks of people. 

CRAIL, Fife^/hire, 

A royal borough which holds of the crown, 
and contains 1800 examinable perfons. A 
confiderable fifhing is carried on here. The in- 
habiunts are very induftrious : a great deal of 
yarn is fpon in this town and parifh, there being 
no lefs than 360 reels^ and 475 fpinning wheels 
within the royalty, and 74 looms here and at 
Kingfbams, which are conftantly employed, tho' 
moftly in the linen way and Ofnaburgs. James 
Kingo ftamps here, (though not in my lift of 
Xlamp-mafters). His diftridisfrom Kingibarns to 
Earlsferry, and pays all his charges out of the 
ftamp*daes, of which he juftly complains. Colonel 
Monnypenny of Pltmilly is a great promoter (^ 
induftry and manufadures in this corner of the 
eaft of Fife, and is much refpeded. The fol- 
lowing places.pay teinds, anchorages, and cuf- 
toms to Crail ; viz. Celler.Dykes, Anftruther 
ivefter, St Monance, Eaflsfcrry, Rome-haven, 
Fifc-Nefs, Bakomic, Broad-Sands, Fluck. 

Vot. XL E \yS!^^ 
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Dubb, Old Hakes, Cambo-Sands, and Putticand. 
Thefe teinds, cuftomSi &c. belong properly to 
Mr Hay of Leys, who rents them by tack 
from the Magiftrates of the borough; but it 
feems there is a litigation among fome of the 
fifhermen concerning this right, which, I am 
forry to fay, is not likely to be foon adjuAecL 

City ofStANDREW'S, Flfe^Jhtre, 

Well known in ancient times as a feat cff 
learning, but now as a condderable manufadhx- 
ring town. Here are about j^ looms, juft now 
all well employed, moftly in plain coarfe linens ; 
though Mr Wilkie makes linen of all kinds, as 
the market may require. He is the firft man who 
wrought Ofnaburgs here, and invented a roiling 
machine for drclfing his yarn, by which mean 
his cloth gets a preference at market ; for it 
looks much the better for it ; far preferable to 
that which is dreffcd in the cloth. He thinks 
dowlas might be made here to good account; 
and he intends to apply to the Board for a new 
rolling machine, the conftruclion and effeAs of 
which will be dcfcribed. 

CUPJR, Fife^fhtre, 

The head town of the county, pleafantly fitu- 
ated in a tolerable good country^ A fmall rivu- 
let 
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let runs on both fides of the town, which is a 
place of confidcrable commerce, cfpecially in the 
article of brown linen, there having been no lefs 
than 308,416 yards thereof ftaraped in the office 
laftyear, amounting to 10,899!. iis.5d. befides 
large quantities that are annually bought by the 
merchants there from St Andrew's, Crail, and 
Falkland. — Mr Rohert Gcddie, the principal 
merchant in this place, is fuppofed to purchafc 
fix or eight thoufand pounds fterling worth di 
the linen and yarn on his own prfvate account ; 
and Meffrs Young and Webfler are no inconfi- 
derable deall^rs in this article. Mr James Prefton 
deals very cxtenfively in yarn, and employs a 
confiderable number of fpinneps^ all along the 
eaft coaft of Fife, as well as in the inland part 
of the county. In fhort, the immenfe quantities 
of yarn bought and fold in the fev^ral markets, 
almoll exceeds the. bounds of credibility, de- 
monftrating, that Cupar is a town of much im<- 
portance, and in a very profperous way with 
regard to commerce and manufactures. It has 
a well frequented weekly market,, and the num- 
ber of inhabitants in the whole parilh, who are 
very induftrious, may amount to about 3500, 
whofe chief employment is fpinning yarn, ac 
which they are very dexterous. 

E Z lEUCffJR^^ 
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LEUCHAKS, Fife-Shire, 

Id place of a refuge for fmugglers^ has be* 
come a nianufadluring village^ in which the 
people are induftrioufly employed in fpinning 
and weaving. The merchants buy up yarn all 
over the country. Sir Robert Henderfon^ the 
proprietor, has great merit in bringing about 
this reformation* 



DUNDEE, Farfar-Jhin, 

A large, popiJous, and profperous town^ 
and royal borough, gjreatly bcreafed witbis 
thefe twenty years, and flill continues to be 
enlarged. It has a very confiderablc trade to 
moft parts of Europe and America. The Ma-> 
giftrates are at prefent improving their harboar 
and their (treets. As to its manufadures, few 
towns in Britain, in proportion to the number 
of its inhabitants do more than they, as a true 
fpirit of induftry prevails among all ranks of 
people. It is computed to contain about 14000 
inhabitants; and no lefs than 2800 looms are at 
prefent all well employed, moftly in low-priced 
linens, Ofnaburghs, and other branches. 
Lately^ when the price of linen was low, they 

had 
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bad fpirit enough to form themfclves into a fo» 
ciety, to raifc a large capital to carry on the 
woclea manufaAiire j but, juft as they were 
about toTettle their plan, the manufadures 
they were perfeflly flcilled in began to rife, 
which has fo far retarded the undertaking ; but 
they have by no means loft fight of fo valuable 
an objed. There are fome public-fpiritcd gen- 
tlemen here, who mean to trjf it on the Had- 
dington plan. Meflrs Morifons were the firft 
promoters of making white and coloured 
threads, and carry on this valuable manufafture 
to a great extent^ , much to the advantage of 
themfelves, as well as of their country. They 
likewife carry on a large bleachfield, and buy 
confiderable quantities of brown linens, Ofna- 
burgs, See* for the Londem and weft country 
markets ; feveral have followed their laudable 
example, are all fucceeding well, and have 
great demand for their goods from all quar- 
ters. MefTrs Bell and company carry on a 
large tannery and manufacture of fhoes ;. for 
which they have great demand, as well as for 
leather, the ihoes they make being as good and 
as neat as any in Britain. There are two or 
three more tanneries, all doing well. Upon 
the whole, this town is in a moft flouriihing 
and thriving ftate ; the people are fober and 
iaduftrious ; and, above all, thefe of every per* 

E 3 tvsA&i^rs^ 




54 ESSAYS ON THE TRADE 

fiiafion live upon the moft friendly and cordiaf 
terms. There is an elegant, convenient, neat 
church juft finiflied. Dr Blinfhall has done 
much in this, as indeed in every public affjur ;- 
he is an ornament to the church, and a real 
friend to his country and its manufadure^* 
And here I cannot omit an indance of the 
fenfe and moderation of the parties. The 
GlafTites, or feceders, have built a new c&apel' 
within twenty yards of the church, and both 
fcAaries vie with each other who fhall be 
moft obliging, by giving a little ground on. 
cither fide for their mutual accommodation^. 
In (hort, they (hew a true principle of Chriftiaiii 
love and charity.. 

LESLIE, Fife^iirey 

An inhnd village, the properly of the Earl! 
ef Rothes. In this place there is a great deaT 
of linen yarn fpun, and* about (ixty-five looms^ 
are employed, all in the coarfe Unen way. 

FALKLAND, Ftfc^Jhlre, 

An ancient town, clofc by the back of the* 
Lomond-hills.. There is a confiderable quantity 
of yarn fpun here, and about ninety looms em*, 
ployed all in the coarfe linen way. 

AUCHTERmUCHTT^ 
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AUCHTERMU CHTT, Fife^Jhire, 

An inland village, the property of Captain 
MoncricfF, containing about 800 people. The 
chief emplbyment of the people is fpinniiag 
coarfe yarn. Eighty looms are taken up ui 
weaving coarfe linen« (thirty^ pieces a-dayj, 
thirty-five inches wide, and eighty yards long:; 
foe which there is condant falej; 



STRATHMIGLO, Flfe^Jhire. 

This village is the property of General 
Skene, about one mile north of the wefb Lo- 
mond-hill^ well (ituated to carry on either the 
Woolen or linen manufadhire, having fine foft 
water, which runs all* along the fouth-fide of the 
village. There is a fine bleachfi^eld herc> well 
employed in bleaching gauzes, lawns, ftripped 
mudins, and many other fabrics, to the amount 
of above 1000 pieces, fentfrom Glafgow, Pai- 
fley, and other parts ; befides Silefia's, brought 
from* Perth and. Stirling, About thirty- three 
looms are employed in the manufadures above- 
mentioned. The number of inhabitants amount 
to 500^ among which the young ones make a 
good figure. The Lomond-hills produce the 
bell: and fineft woeled iheep in Scotland, and 
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their number is computed at about 4000, each 
of whofe fleeces is faid to weigii 2 lib. at a me* 
dium* The wool (not being tarred) (old this 
year from fixteen to eighteen (hillings per 
ftone. Mefifs Carrick and Reid, who carry on 
the bleachfield here, make a confiderable quan« 
tity of ounce threads for the London market^ 
frequently to the amount of j^oco fpindles an- 
nually. 

KINROSS, FifC'Jhire, 

A pleafant villagei the property of George 
Graham, £fq; (ituated on the dde of Loch-Le- 
Ten. In this village there are about 140 looms 
emplpyed, partly in thin Silefia's, and partly id 
brown linens, from nine-pence to two (hiUinga. 
per yard, the breadth feven-eighths to yard 
wide. No woolen goods are manufaAured 
here, but fuch as are employed by the country 
people for their own ufe« There may be about 
1000 mbabitants in the place* 

NORTH'FERRr, Fife^JhtrCy 

Mr CommifQoner Clerk has been at great 
pains to direct the landing and ihipping places^ 
at both South and North Ferry, at all times of 
the tide, and they are compleatly done ; but the 

public 
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public reap no benefit^ as the boatmen will not 
be at the trouble to keep t];ieir bpats a-float. If 
fome regulations are not made, and flriAly ad- 
hered to, the public money is thrown away. 
There is not the leaft veftige of induftry in this 
place ; fcarce a loom or a wheel is to be found 
in the whole village. There are about 200 
idle people here. The M'Ritchies, and the 
other boatmen, feem to be as indolent as they 
are infolent, bemg really under no fort of order^ 
authority, or government^ 

SOUTH, or dUEEN'S'FERRr, 

MTeft.Uthian, 

A royal borough, dnd fmall fea-port. Some 
little trade is carried on here, and the people 
arejbeginniog to roufe themfelves from dieir 
^rmer flotb. There are about twenty loomi 
fnoftly employed in the linen branch. Hard 
foap and candles are made here of a good quan- 
tity. My Lord Rofeberry has much improved 
and beautified this part of the country, info, 
much, that thofe who travelled through it about 
twenty years ago, would not think it the fame 
fpot. His hedges and plantations of all kind^ 
are thidving extremely well ; and 1 am well 
informed, his Lordiliip means to .encoa« 
rage the linen or woolen manufafture, which^ 
ever may appear the molt proper for that 
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part of the country. His Lordfhip's village of 
Dalmeny is remarkably pleafant^ and extremely 
well (ituated for either of thefe branches* 



jiTHELSTONFORD, EaJl^Ldthlan, 

A pleafant village, the property of Sir David 
Kinloch of Gilmerton, Bart, (ituated in the heart 
of a fine country, within four miles of the fea« 
port of North-Berwick, well calculated to carry 
on any branch of manufaftures. There are ex* 
cellent tradefmen here of mod profefTions. Da*- 
vid Stewart has fix looms well employed. He 
weaves table-linen, raifed and plain, equal ta 
any in this country. There are fix looms more, 
much in the fame line, and they manufafture 
woolen when fent to be woven. A -good, 
brewery is eftabliflicd here, and the place a- 
bounds with bakers^ fmiths, wrights, &c. who 
are all good in their refpedive profeflions. Here 
is likewife a fine rill of water, that could work 
a fulling mill. The country is populous all a- 
round ; and there are exceeding good fpinners 
both of wool and flax in it. The Brother- 
ftones, and feveral other tradefmen of genius, 
were bred here. Sir David, and all his wor. 
thy, refpeftable family, are very public-fpirited, 
as indeed are moft of the gentlemen in that 
neighbourhoods The people around are perw 
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feflly fatisficd that the woolen manufadure will 
fucceed here* 



NORTH. BERWICK, Eafi.Lpthian, 

A fea-port and royal borough^ the property 
of Sir Hew Dalrymple^ in which are both a 
brewery and diftillery, A confiderable quantity 
of corn of the bed kinds is (hipped from this 
port for the Edinburgh, Glafgow, and other 
markets ; likewife meal, flour, &c. The inha- 
bitants have, likewife foine foreign trade. 
There are feveral very good tradefmen here; 
and induftry is on the increafe. 



ABERLJDT, Eaft.Lothian, 

Situated in the bofom of Aberlady-bay, a 
fmall kirk- town, the property of Lord P^rtmore^ 
containing about 400 inhabitants. About ten 
looms are employed here, and fpinning is on the 
increafe. The ipirit of induftry begins to roufe 
the people. The late Lord Elibank, who refld- 
ed nigh this place, was very public-fpirited^ and 
had the beft breed of flieep, for fine wool, that is 
in this, or perhaps in our neighbouring country. 
It really comes nigh to the Spanilb, in point ^ 
iinenefs and •colour. 

PRESTO ir. 



1 
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FRESTON'PANS and PORT-SETOJSr, 

Eaft*Uihim, 

A fta*port of Gonfiderable extent. 

The manufadurmg of fpirit of ^criol and 
aquafortis has (ared ^is town from nun. Trade 
and manufadhires have been making^ progrefi 
trer fince the eftablifliment of this thriving 
company. Meflrs Garbet and Downie have 
great merit in carrying on thele wofks^ and are 
very public fpirited, encouraging all other 
branches. Meflrs Caddell and Mrs Caddel, 
and feveral others^ carry on two potteries, to 
a confiderable extent, and employ above i^o 
people. They make all forts of veflcls of the , 
fione and flint kinds, both white and yellow^, 
fuch as are made at Stafford, as good in qaa«- 
lity, and AiIl as good for the money, for which 
they find ready fale at Edinburgh, Glafgow, 
and all ovier the country. Here are 20 looms 
well employed in the country jobbing way, 
both in woolen and linen. . Robert Man and 
John Houden are good weavers. 

The oyfters dragged here for the Englifii 
market amount to about scool. annually; 
and the confumpt for Edinburgh, Glafgow, &c* 
to twice that fum annually. Many good new 

houfes 
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houfes are building : — ^Rents and wages mode-, 
rate, and living cheap. The conftitution of 
this town confifts of two baron bailies, one 
named by Lord Hyndford (who has fhewn 
great rcadinefs to promote the woolen and 
other branches of manufadoire, in his neigh- 
bourhood), the other by Mi* Ramfay of Pref- 
ton. — ^Lord Wefthall, who refides here, is 
much refpefted by all ranks for his true public 
fpirit and benevolence, rendering himfclf of 
great ufe to the people. I cannot conclude my 
obfcrvations as to this town, without particu- 
larizing the humanity of Mefirs Garbec and 
company, who pay full wages to their ftrvants 
when they arc unable to work with old age, or 
Gther bodily troubles; provided they be not 
brought on them by their own folly or intern- 
perance. 

CULLEN, EaJl.Lothian, 

A pleafant village, with a fertile and delight*- 
fill country around, well fupplied with fine foft 
water ; lying five miles weft of North-Berwick. 
There are four weavers, eminent in their pro^ 
fcflion, who manufafture woolen or linen cloth, 
as they are employed. The people here, who 
Ipin good yarn, have been roufcd to induftry 
by Mr and Mrs Cochrane, who re/Ide here. 

Vol. II. F «A. < 



6i ESSAYS ON THE TRADE 

and who are very much efteemed* Mr Coch- 
rane, who was accudomed to fniear his* ilieep 
with tar^ has novv totally given it up^ and he 
finds not the fmalleft lofs or inconvenience from 
aboliOiing this bad pradics : On the contrary, be 
thinks his (heep thrive better^ and take on their 
fleih fully fooner ; and furely his wool muft be 
of a much better quality than when laid with 
tar. 

The quantity of rabbits fent from this place 
to the Edinburgh market is confiderable. The 
catchers of them all agree, that^ as foon as a 
ftrong froft fets in, their wool or pile is worth 
three times the money it would be in the fum- 
ihcr months. This argues ftrongly in favour 
of a cold climate for fine wool. Feed well, 
and tar none, and you ,will foon have good 
wool, for all ufeful purpofes. 

LITTLE.V ANT AG £, Linlithgow^JInre, 

This place is fituated eleven and a half mea- 
fured miles from Edinburgh, on the Lanark 
road. A tolerable good houfe is kept by Mrs 
Robertfon. The people in the neighbourhood 
fpin a little of both wool and flax. 

CARNJVATH, 
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C yiRNlV ATH, Lanarh/hire, 

This village is twenty-fix miles fouth-weft 
from Edinburgh^ on the Lanark road. It is the 
property of General Lockhart. .There are about 
2500 people in theparifh; and 13 looms, juft 
now employed in the plain coarfe linen branchy 
from thirty* feven to forty inches wide, price 
from a fliilling to (ixteen pence per yard. 
Napkins are made here, low-priced for country 
fale. Mr Hugh Smith, who lives here (one of 
the Board of Truftees' furveyors), has much 
merit ; he has promoted the manufaftures 
greatly. He has totally given over the barba- 
rous practice of tarring his fheep, and has pre- 
vailed on fever^l to follow his example. Thofc 
who have done lb all agree that their fheep 
are healthier without it. The farmers get 
nine (hillings per ftone for fuch of their wool 
as is not tarred, and only three (hillings and 
fixpence for what undergoes that operation. 

LA-NJRK, 

A royal borough, and the head town of the 
county, thirty-two miles fouih-wefl from Edin- 
burgh, well fituated to carry on the woolen 
manufaftures, being in the heart of a (beep 

F 2 country. 
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country; contiguous to the Clyde^ populous^ 
nigh coals; and is fupplied with fine foft water. 
In this place there is a confiderable manufac- 
ture of (hoes and boots, moftly for the Glafgow 
market; for which the demand is brifker at pre* 
fent than ever was known, giving conftant em- 
ployment to about 1 20 people. There are alfo 39 
looms, moftly in the brown linen way, from 34 
to 40 inches broad, which fells quickly all round 
the country : like wife, a thread manufaAory^ 
for making white thrreads, which h alfo well 
employed ; and the town is fiMTiifhed with feven 
dyers, eminent in their bufinefs, who are all 
employed in dying coarfe woolen goods, made 
from their own wool, from one (hilling and flic* 
pence to four ttiMugs per yard, the breadth three- 
fourths and feven-eighths. This town (which 
contains 2200 examinable perfons) has its name 
from wool, viz* Lawn-arkj being the greateft 
wool-market in Scotland fome hundred years 
ago. 

HAMILTON, Lanark^Jhire, 

This village, which with the parifh contains 
about 35CO people, is plcafantly fituated nigh 
the river Clyde ; the whole village is the pro- 
perty of the Duke of Hamilton, It is well 
fupplicd with coal, good and cheap, good foft 

water. 
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>yater, and vivres of all kinds on reafonablc 
terms. Snow lies feldom here, which, there- . 
fore, naturally affords fine fliecp-walks, and ex- 
cellent flielter. There are about no looms 
chiefly employed in working lunks, that is^ linen 
warp^ and cotton waft, part in long lawns and 
coarfe brown linens. . A good deal of fpinning 
is done here ; the prefent price is twenty-pence 
fer fpindle,' though it has been as low as 
twelve.pence per fpindle. The Dutch flax is- 
moftly ufed here. The lace manufaftbry, under 
the patronage of the amiable Duchefs of Ha- 
milton (now Aj-gyle), goes on with-fuccefs and! 
ij^irit. 

RUTHE RC lEN, Lanarh/hsre^ 

A royal borough, two miles fouth-eaft of 
Glafgpw. A good deal is done here in iron 
work of all kinds. They have a grinding-milL 
for their edge-tools, which goes with water,, 
after the Sheffield manner, and is the nnly one- 
in Scotland. Here there are about 130 looms,, 
moftly in the check and long-lawn way, Thcre.^ 
. are about 1400 people in the parilh. 

RENFREW,, 

A royal borough,, and the head town of the? 
county of that name.. Mrs Eutcaiu carries^ 
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on a lace manufaftory, after the manrtcr of 
Mechlin and Bruffels m Flanders. She had 
lately twenty.two apprentices, from the Glaf- 
gow Hofpltal, young girls from nine to thir- 
teen years old. Twenty-eight are employed 
at prcfent, and they are all doing well> Mrs 
Puteau has as much merit in this branch, as her 
hufband has in teaching the making of fine 
thread* This he manufa^ures to fuch a fine-' 
nefs, as to be valued ac lol. Sterling the 
pound weight. The public revenue of this 
town is about 350 1. Sterling annually. It con- 
tains about 2000 inhabitants. Sixty looms are 
employed in the filk way, and forty in long 
lawns and plain linen ; fifty of thefc looms 
have been erc6ied within the two laft 
years, which is a flrong proof of the increafe 
of induflry and manufaftures in that part of 
the country. 




PAISLEY, Renfrew^/hir^, 

A mod capital manufa£hiring town, feued off 
from Lord Abercorn'& family ; containing at 
leafl 1 2000 inhabitants, who are all employed 
in the moft induftrious manner, each vying 
-with his neighbour who (hall be mofl ofeful to 
himfelf, and to the community. There arc na 

beggars 
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beggars in this place ; all tnuft work at that 
branch for which they are £\i\ted, either from, 
ftrength, inclination, or genius. There are 
about 3600 looms employed in the (ilk manu- 
fadure, and 1360 looms in the lawn, cambrick, 
and all the branches of the linen manufadure. 
White thread is manufadtured here annualljr 
to the value of abduft 35,000 1. Sterling. 
Tlie mofi capital dealers in this village are 
Meflrs Fultons ; Lowndes aad Company; 
EIHot and Company ; John M'Errer and Son. 
They sire all Englifh, except Fulton and 
'M'Errer, and have ware-boufes of their own 
ih Lotidbh, where they fell their goods. The 
raw filk chiefly ufed is from China and Pied* 
mont, 'which is all brought from London by 
land-carriage : And the filk goods manufaftared 
^ from thefe raw materials are fent back by the 
fame conveyance. The waggons employed in 
this bufinefs go up in three weeks^ and come 
down in two weeks and five days. 1 he whole 
progrefs is conduded in the moft uniform man-^ 
ner, and the package-boxes, which bring down 
the raw filk, ferve to take up the filk when 
manufaftured. Spittalfields may be faid to be 
emigrating to this place very faft. Goods are 
even made better and cheaper here than there. 
The principal linen manufadurers are Neilfon 
and Hunter y William and John Wilfont ; 
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William More and Sons ; Corfai* and Steuartj 
The ftamping of the linen^ manufa^red by- 
thefe four, amounts to a confiderable fum yearly 
to the ftamp-mafters. Here are fome tanne- 
ries, a foft and hard fuap work, all in a thriving 
ftate. Meiirs Maxwell and Baifling deal large* 
ly in the raft trade, and are making for* 
tune$, in confequence of the buildings going 
on fo rapidly ; there being no fewer than loo 
houfes lately built folely for tlie purpofe^ 
of the ' manufadhiring people of this place. 
The value of goods of all kinds manufadured 
in Paifley, from the ift of January 1776, to 
the I ft of January 1777, amounted to the ex^ 
tent of full half a million fterling. My inform 
mation, as to the number of looms, and value 
of the goods, was from the Board's ftamp-mafr 
ters, and fome of the moft refpeftable people in 
the place. The calculation as to the looms j 
agrees with Young's account of the Norwich 
manufactures, &c. &c*.. By thefe various 
branches of manufafture, the common people 
of Paifley are put upon a- better footing than 
thofe of almoft. any ocben town in Scotland; 

they 



* But a more particular account of the trader 
and manuf azures of Paifley may be feen by^ rc>^ 
-^f erring to Vol. I. Chap. V.. 
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they arc enabled^ without hurting their families, 
to allot fo many hours for recreation and merri- 
ment among thcmfclves, once every week ; 
even the maid-fervants make an exprefs ftipula- 
tion, on agreeing with their miftrefles, that they 
fhall have three hours every Thurfday evening, 
from five to eight, for the above purpofc. 
During thefe hours of jubilee, they meet at 
certain houfes, where the fiddles, with the 
young ladies^ partners, are ready to begin the 
dance ; and they continue, with the higheft in- 
nocent mirth, till eight, when they immediately 
go home to their work with chearfulnefs and 
alacrity. This pradice promotes matrimony, 
and contributes much to infpire in the minds of 
the people a defire to be neat and clean in their 
drefs. The young men marry here when they 
are twenty, and the girls at feventeen. They 
are, for the moft part, handfome, frefli looking 
women, well fed, clean, and neatly cloathed, 

■ 

V WHITBURN, Unltthgoiv^Jhirey 

•A pleafant rifing village, the property of Sir 
William Cunningham, Bart. There are 27 
looms at prefent employed at this place, in the 
winter at woolen, and in fummer at linen. Sir 
William and fome of his friends are immediately 
to lay out a confiderable fum to eftabliih a 



m 



7* ESSAYS ON THE TRADE 

woolen manufaftory here of coarfe cloths^ 
druggets, ferges, camblets, and fuch goods. 
There is a true public fpirit among the gentle- 
men in this neightx)urhood, and Ukewife at 
Bathgate, where about the fame number of 
looms are employed much in the fame way. 
The two parifhes contain about 3500 exami* 
nable people. 

KILMARNOCK, Jyr-Jhtre. 

This town, which holds of Lord Glencaim, 
is twenty- eight meafured miles fouth-weft from 
Glafgow. Coarfe carpets, blankets, and half- 
thickfets are manufadured here from the wool 
of the country, and fiiire of Ayr. There is 
likewife a conGderable quantity of woolen (lock- 
ings made at this place, from fourteen to twen- 
ty-four (hillings per dozen. Kilmarnock night- 
caps (which are waulked or milled the fame 
way as the bonnets) are a good article for the 
Holland market, as they are worn by all the 
Dutch feamen. There are 6 frames for making 
ftockings ; 240 looms are employed in weaving 
filk ; 66 in the oarpet branch ; 40 in the linen; 
30 for blankets; 30 for ferges and flialloons ; 
and ^o 'for duffles. Robert Thomfon and 
Company are eminent for making blankets in 
the £ngliih method^ and from the wool of this 

country. 



AND FISHERIES OF SCOTLAND, jl 

country. They have competed for the premi* 
uhi thefe two years paft, and alledgc they loft 
it •n account of the Englifh wool being of a 
better ftaple, but think their goods were equall^r 
well manufaftured. The woolen manufafture 
was introduced at ICImarnock by Mifs Maria 
Gardiner, (half- aunt to the unfortunate Lord 
Kilmarnock), who, obferving the indolence of 
the people ®f that place, brought fpinners and 
weavers of carpets from Dalkdth about th& 
year 1728. From that time, the woolen ma- 
nufadure has been carried en to a conliderable 
extent in Kilmarnock, owing to the patriotifm 
of this, lady, who is ftill alive. There/ are about 
4500 examinable people in this parifh. James 
Wilfon and Son carry on a very extenfive trade 
in the export of manufadures, &c. as do Melirs 
Parkers, Hunter, and Smith. There are two 
tan-yards doing weU> and a great quantity of 
ihoes are manufafiured here, all for export. 
They fend their goods from Irvine to Greenock 
by water, which arc (hipped there for the Weft 
Indies, Halifax, Quebec, and all the ports that 
are at prefcnt open for trade. Servants' wages 
are pretty high here. Houfe-rents moderate. 
Coals at hand. ^ 

IRFINE, 
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IRVINE, Jtyr-Jhire, 

A royal borough and fca-port, — holds of the 
crown. It lies in the bottom of a deep bay, 
and (htUow water ; in other refpefts if well fi- 
tuated for trade^ a fine country about it^ and 
the fpirit of manufa<5hires increafing daily. 
There ai'e lo frames for (lockings, 45 linen 
looms, 40 looms in the filk branch, and about 
2900 examinable people in the parifh. The 
export is coal and dry goods to Ireland. They 
have fix herring-buffes on the herring-fifhing, 
which are employed on the coal and coafting 
trade during the intervals of the fifhing feafons. 
There are two mafter-builders, and the trading 
people here are ready and willing to promote 
navigation, by taking (hares of (hips with induf- 
trious young feamen. They build (hips of 200 
tons meafurement, which is 300 tons dead 
weight. They have a good ropery ; and James 
Kennedy, the Board's ftamp-m after, has a good 
bleachfield. There are about thirty-two fail of 
(hipping belonging to this port, each about 6^ 
tons, at a medium. Hou(e-rent$ are moderate ; 
wages high at prefent. Mr Gammel, an old 
ftiip-mafter, fiipports the coal and all other ^ 
branches of trade here to a great extent. 

KltWlN. 
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KIL1V I^N iNGf Jyr-fhire, 

The property of Lord Egl'ntoun. It has 
much the appearance of a deferted village. 
The (ilk manufa^ure, however, has made it$ 
way here ; and there are at prefent 99 looms 
employed in filk, 40 in linen and woolen ; and 
the village and pariih contain about 2000 CX3« 
^ minable pcrfous* Mr Pollock, minifter here, is 
a publit-fpirited man, dnd much eftcicmed by 
the people. 

SAhrCO AT S, Ayr-Jhire, 

. A fea-port, where a good deal of coal and fait 
are ihipped, and of which Lord £glintoun is fu« 
periour ; having a harbour that has twelve feet 
of .water at fpring- tides. There are 200 looms 
employed in the (Ilk ttianufa<^ui*e in and about 
this place, and about 40 looms in the linen 
t)raQch. niere are feveral youiig people here 
who earn from four to five (hillings fcr day, on 
the filk looms, on which account, people of all 
profeifions are turning (ilk^skisaiufadurers, the 
wages being fo tempting to a careful, induftri* 
cms perfoD. There arc about i ^o^ examinable 
people in the parifli. Robert Reid-Cumiing- 
ham, Efq? junior of Scaibank, carries on the 
Vol. U. G ^'^i^ 
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coal and falt-works, and alfo a ropery, in com- 
pany with Captain Hugh Brown, and others. 
Tlicfc, and mod of the gentlemen, indeed, in 
the heighbouj hood, are truly pablic-fpirited, 
who take part of fhips, &c. ; and Mr Woddrow, 
the. minider here, is a public-fpirited man. 
There are two dock-yards, much fupported by 
Captain Hugh Brown. Thirteen buiTes are on 
the hcrring-fifljing ; three (hips are at prefent 
on. the flocks, full 200 ^ons ; and thirty fail of 
good vcffcls are conflantly employed. The 
average of the tonnage of the vcffels, which 
fail from this place, are about feventy ^tons 
each. 



This town is fituated nine miles weft from 
Saltcoats. Here a good deal is doing in the 
filk and linen branches. Mr Montgomery, the 
fla'mp-mafter, being much failed, can give little 
intfelligence as to the operations of this diftrid^. 

. . ■ ' 

P REST ICK, Ayr^fhhe, 

'- A fmall village, on the Ayr-road from Irvine. 
This village has all the privileges of a royal bo- 
rough. Their council confifts of thirty-fix pcr- 

foiis. 
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fans, who have the property of all the houfes, 
a large 'conynon, and a confiderable extent of 
arable land, all vi^hicli is divided into thirty-fix 
lots, and hereditary in the perfon ^of each coun«: 
fellor, in. virtue of which hiy heirs enjoy the 
privileges. They ele£l a chancellor and t>vo 
bailies annually. The revenue arifing yearly to 
each counfellor, anlounts to about 5!, fterling. 
— A little fpinning is done here ; but there are 
BO looms* 



K I N C S-C J S E, Jyr-Jhire. 

There are a few huts in this place appropri- 
ated tor receive people affedted with the King's* 
evil, or fuch maladies; and (ixty-four bolls pf 
oat-meal, and about 20 U (lerling of money, 
paid annually to thefe unfortunate people, gran- 
ted by one of our Scots kings. 

AYR, 

A royal borough, the head town of the coun- 
ty, and holds of the crown. The magiftracy 
ccHidfts of a provoft, two bailies, a dean o^ 
guild) and convener, lliere is a fafe harbour * 
here, though but little water, not being above 
thirteen feet at fpring-tides. A great deal of 
coal is fliipped hence to Ireland and foreign 



7« 288AYS ON THE TRADE 

parts ; and a great quantity of (tit b'made here. 
There arc about twenty faU of vcflcU belonging 
to this porty at a medium feventy tons burden, 
ibme of which are in the Newfoundland trade^ 
-who carry fheir fib to the Mediterranean, and 
kave done well hi this traffic; and eight bnflies 
were on the bounty laft year. The number of 
k>oms employed at prefent, in the cuAomary 
way, for wodlen and linen^ is about 200, ^nd 
for filk about fixty, with fifteen flocking frames. 
A few miles fouth of thi$, there are fifty-five 
looms in the (ilk branch; but thefis in the 
rown and neigbbourhood^ within the circuit of 
(ix miles, are Employed in wearing plaidings and 
other coarfe. woolen goods, for the weekly and 
annual markets. The inhabitants have alfo a- 
large tannery and a fagar-houfe ; and the towa 
and parilh are fuppoTed to contain 6200 exa- 
minable perfons. Hcufe-rents are moderate, 
but wages high, on account of the number of 
manufafturers who are fettling in the new town, 
out of the royalty. The people are ftrong and 
flout made^ generally well looked* 

CUMNOCK, Ayr^Jhtre^ 

A fmall village on the Dumfries road, fifteen 
ilcs from Ayr. The people here feem very in- 
dolent ; 
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violent ; there are few or no looms in the town, 
and but little flax fpun. 



SANQJJHAR, Dumfries /hire, 

A royal borough, which holds of the crown. 
The land all around is the property of the Duke 
of Qjieenflberry. The mahufa^re, called (lufiBs, 
made here, is from the wool of the country. 
Thefcl ftuffs are twenty- fcven inches broad, and 
the price fix-pence per yard. There are about 
thirty looms all employed in the woolen branch, 
and five frames for (lockings ; befides, a large 
quantity of (lockings are knit and fold here, from 
one (hilling to five ihillings per pair, for which 
there is a great demand. There are four mar- 
kets in the year, IVovoft Wiggam, who is a 
great friend to his country, and w ho carries on a 
fhalloon manufaftare, in company with others, 
has iftiroduced a better breed of (heep, which he 
tars but little. A tilt-mill, which cofl 200 L 
fterling, is ercfted fiere for making fpades, and all 
iuch implements in the iron way, for country ufe, 
equal to any in Britain. The late worthy Duke 
of Queenfberry, whofe death will be very much 
TCgreted by all ranks in this country, poflefled a 
truly patriotic fplrit ; for befides making feveral 
great roads (one of which is twenty miles long), 
all toll-free, his Grace has contributed largely to 
- G 3 ^ 
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X al) the bridges and by-roads in the county, and 
likewife 40I. annually, (the Honourable Board the 
like fuin,) to be given as premiums to the peo- 
ple in this neighbourhood^ in order to promote 
induHry. By this means, fpuniing of >^ool and 
knitting of ftockings (which they do better here 

than any where in my tour, Aberdeen excepted,) 
are. brought to great perfedion, and the quanti- 
ty greatly increaling ; which, to crown all, meet 
with a ready fale. Mr Commtflioner Clerk has 
been ©f great fervice here, and in the adjacetvt 
neiii^hbourhocd. In fliort, this place, which has 
four fairs annually, is in a very profperaus (late, 
owing cliiefly to his Grace's attention and bene- 
ficence. 

TH OM'H ILL, Dumfries'/hire, 

A villajrc twelve miles eaft-fouth-eaft of Sao- 
quhar, tlie property of the Duke of Q^ieenC- 
berry. Here are four markets or fairs in the 
year, at which larj^e quantities of coarfe lineqs 
and woolen goods are fold to Englilh dealers, 
who alvyays frequent them. A deal of woolen 
yarn is likewife fpun here, which is £ctii ^^ ^1- 
marnock for the carpet manufa^ry. A num- 
her cf looms are employed in thcfe parts, the 
proprietors of which fend all their goods to* 
Thom-Ilill markets. The farmers in this 

, neighbcurhocd 
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ijeighbourhood tar their fticcp much Icfs than 
formerly. The pari(h contains about 900 exa- 
minable perfons. 



DUMFRIES, BumfrieS'Jhlre, 

A fea-port town^ at the mouth of the Nitb, 
of fp .difficult accefs^ that fmall craft only can 
get up to the town. The fl)ipping is much on 
the .decline, and their trade and navigation has 
fallen ofiF greatly of late. There are ai looms 
now employed in the linen branch, % in making 
Capets, and 30 frames in manufaduring ftoc- 
klngs. There is a tolerable falmon-fiihing here; 
the overplus of the falmon, after fupplying the 
country, is^falted for exportation. There are 
alfo two breweries, and two roperies here. The 
town is neat and clean, has good buildings, and 
abqut. .6000 inhabitants. The lands in the 
neighbourhood are moftly the property of the 
Duke of Queenfberry, 



■' LOtHi^rliB EN, Annandalefiire, ^ 

- A fmall royal borough, the property of the 
Duke of. Ouecniberry and Lord Stormont. 
:There .a.te^Jicre eight loams employed 'in the 
jpbUi^g-way. About three tons of Riga flax are 
ipoa: annually^ and all the yarn goes to £ng- 
i land 
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land CO be manufadured. Mr Brown^ the 
clergyman herej is an intelligent gentleman, 
and poflefled of much public fpirit. 

MOFFj^T, jtnnandale-Jhlre^ 

A pleafant village, the property of Lord 
Hopeton, well known for its mineral waters. 
It contains many ilrong, well boilt, warn 
boufes, well Gtuated for carrying oil coarfe 
woolen manufadures^ in which kind much bu- 
fiuefs is done. Hugh Beattie, manufadurer, 
deals in the woolen goods confiderably, which 
9re fold at Edinburgh, Glafgow, PaiHey, and 
in England. This place is well fupplied with 
excellent woolen weavers, and the reputation of 

the goods well eftablilhed, but fpinning b much 
wanted. Thomas, John, and Adam Reids, 
manufacturers at Motfat, ^ve an account of a 
particular kind of goods called Huffs, made at 
this place, which are fold on the Englifh fide, 
and for which the demand is fo great that it 
cannot be anfwered. This fabric is carried on 
entirely with coarfe wool, and the goods mapu- 
faiftured from it exceed any thing that can be 
got . either in England or Scotland, at the 
price. They alfo manufa^re here plaids or 
ibauds, and blankets to a great extent, of which 
articles upwards of 3000 yards were made laft 
. There is another Article they manufac* 

ture 
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tute, called checked ferge^ of the above kind. 
It is made id to hunting coacs, a light gaib fo^ 
furtinier wear ; and anfwers very well for chilr 
dren's clothes. The people alfo make laftingS| 
mancoes, flannels^ and ferges, which are moflly 
exported into Holland. Adam Dickibn, dyer 
and clothier^ does a good deal of budnefs pa 
bis own account, and is well employed by al^ 
the country round. He works two woad-fats, 
and finds much benefit by utlog them^ he pur^ 
chafes his wool from York-fliire. Here «2f 
cbont go looms occupied in the woolen brandi* 
es, and all for fale* Serges, flialloons, duflks> , 
blankets, coarfe doths.of all deqominationsy.asid 
great demand idt tfaera at prefeot. The ordi- 
nary quantity of wool . mandfadured in wi 
•bout Moi&t aniraaliy b aboiit IS50 fioneW . 

Mr Ewart has a line breed of iheep of Bak6» 
Kvell and Culley's kind; but there is one cuften 
v^ry prejudicial to the woolen manufacture', 
which is> the prai£lice of laying on a long tar 
^ fnark on their iheep, moftiy about half a yard 
longi that renders all the wool ufelefs where the . 
tar mark is laid, and which adds conKiderably to 
the weight of the wool . It is the opinion of MeiTrs 
'Reids and many others, that the more greafe 
and the left tar that is employed, it will be bet- 
ter for the wool, and likewife be more beticficial 
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to the fhcep;— that the tar mark ought to be 
totally aboUflicd^ and that a bouft ought to be 
ufed for marking the fliccp. The propofed 
bouft is a piece of iron, with the initial letters 
of the farmer^s name, the hollow of the iron 
filled with tar, or any fuch compofition, which 
being put upon the flieep wjien clipped, cSec- 
tually marks them, and neither hurts them nor 
the wool. Befides, the flieep ought to be waOi* 
ed ten or twelve days before they are clipped, 
age in great numbers, but one at a time, 
and in running water if poifible ; for the driv- 
ing of them into a pool luirts them and the wool, 
by railing the mud. Mr Bell of ScotHbridge, 
a tenant of Mr Clark, has the beft wool ui that 
country, preferable to any wool from North- 
umberland , at fifteen {hiUings per ftone.— - 
Mefirs Reids are farther of opinion, that, if 
that kind of fheep were introduced into the 
country where they refide, it would be of great 
benefit; and they are certain, if they had a pro- 
per breed of (lieep, fuch as Mr Bell has, they 
would raife as good wool for all branches of 
the manufadhire as any in England. If fuch 
plans as theie were to be introduced and encou- 
raged, induftry and population would foon fol- 
low of confequence. Lord Hopeton has built 
and fitted up a waulk-mill for the benefit of the 
manufacturers. The whole inhabitants in the 

parilli 
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parilh amount to about, 950 examinable per- 
fons. 



FORD. Mtl-Lotbian. 

I ■- 

Ford and Path-head lie about ten miles 
fouth-^aft from £diuburgb, on the Coldftream 
road. There is a bleachfield here, though at 
prefent but little employed, and about feven- 
teen looms occupied in thefe villages, and at 
Grand on in the neighbourhood, moftly In weav- 
ing coarfe woolens. There are finiths and other 
manufadlurers fettled at Path-head, which is 
increafing .daily. Sir John Dairy mple, who 
refides here, is polTefled of the true amor pa^ 
trUj and has introduced one of the fincfl: breeds 
'•f iheep into the country. 

tAUDEK, Merfe^diftriay 

A Toyal borough; the property of the ground 
around is Lord Lauderdale^s, except a common ' 
which belongs to the town, — Induftry is juft 
beginning to make its appearance in this place. 
John Watfon merchant and clothier (a very 
young man), laft feafon, bought 160 packs of 
vool, all Scots ; part of which he manufadur- 
ed, and part he fold. Ke receives anna ally a 
confidcrable- quantity of fiax, the growth of 

Holland 
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HoIlaRd mid Rnffia, from Mr Bstflcet of Dar« 
lington, by land carriage, which, when fpun, is 
fent up the fame way to Darlington to be wo- 
Ten. The yarn, by ilus means, is loaded with 
ftiU 15 per cent, land carriage ; whereas, if it 
were manufadtired bese, and the flax brought 
from Leith or Dunbar, mftead of Darlington^ 
Mr Watfon would furely receive a very confix 
^able additional profit upon his goods. Six- 
teeri looms are occupied in this borough, moftiy 
in the woolen branch, and three frames for 
worldng ftodungs. Lord Lauderdale has erec- 
ted a waulk-mill here, which is well employed. 
The town and parifh contain about i6oo exa* 
minable perfons. 

Bailie Wood and Bailie Edmonftone both 
aver, that the fheep in this country are in a 
muth better condition during the whole feafon, 
produce a greater quantity of wool, and are of 
a far fuperiour qu:4ity, (ince the people left off, 
hi a great meafure, finearing with tar, and, in- 
ilead of it, making ufe of greafe^ butter, oil^ 
and tallow. Thefe gentlemen are likewife of 
opinion, that overilocUng a farm, where they 
cannot have turnips, hay, or vetches, is very de* 
trimental to their (heep; and that the tar by no 
means helps to prefer ve them ; but that, by 
faving the grafs or heather in the fummer, the 

fteep 
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fheep have food to fabtUi: on in the winter and_ 
fpring. 

The ufual price of the heavy taiTed wool 
here wa$ three fhillings and (ixpence^ but is ^ 
now eight or nine (hillings - p^r (lone. Mr , 
Shiells gets twelve (hillings per (lone for his ; 
he has much merit in this neighbourhood, as 
has Mr Murray of Uplaw, by u(ing every pro- 
per method to mend the breed of their (heep, 
and fmearing very lightly with tar, udng at leafl: 
fourteen pounds ef butter to every Scou pint 
of that article. 

• • 

STOW, 

A fmall village on the fouth-weft verge of 
Mid-Lothian. Here are (ix looms employed in 
the woolen and linen branches. 



CALASHIELS, Torre ft, ^ or Selktrk-Jhire, 

A large, irregular built village, the property 
of John Scot of Gala, Efq; — The people are 
very induftrious^ all employed in the coarfe 
woolen goods, bnt principally on what is called 
GalafhieU' Gj-cy, three-quarters wide, and from 
twenty to twenty-OQe yards long, value from 

Vol. II. H one 
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one ftiilling and (ixpence to four fhillings per 
yard — Blankets are likewife made here from 
Forreft wool, which is much Icfs laid with tar 
than that produced in Twceddalc. — About 30 
looms are employed in this village ; the inhabi- 
tants fpin all their own yarn, and fell a good 
deal of it at different places in the country. 
They manufafture annually about 2200 (tones 
of wool, tron-weight. In this village there are 
three waulk-mills, that pay (Ix pounds fterling 
a-year to Mr Scot for the water which fupplies 
them. — George Marfliall, who was an appren- 
tice by order of the Board, finds his woad-fats 
anfwer well, and the Haddington woad is 
deemed by him and all the clothiers better 
than any they ever had from England. Tho- 
mas TurnbuU was the firft who taught the ufe 
cf woad here. — Alexander Scott is of much fer- 
vice to this place; he manufadlures into cloth 
and yarn fifty packs of wool, and eight packs of 
Riga flax annually, and is employed by Clement 
and RujQTel of Darlington, though the carriage 
to and from that place is equal to one penny 
per pound, which is full 15 per cent, on the 
value. He likewife manufaftures a great deal 
of coarfe flannels, from ten-pence to fourteen- 
pence per yard. — The houfes now building in 
this village, whicli, with the old ones, are 
moflly on a ninety-nine years Icafe, evidently 

flicw, 
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fliew, that the people are in a much more pro- 
fperous way at prefent than they were formerly, 
as one new houfe is worth, at lead, ten of the 
old ones. There are about 600 examinable 
peribns in the parifh. 



MELROSE, 

■ 

A pleafant village, fituated nigh tlie Tweed, 
the property of the Duke of Buccleugh, fa- 
, jaous for tlje Abbey, almoft now in ruins, but 
^unongft the moft elegant, in point of workman- 
fhip, in the three kingdoms. — Here there are 
about 140 looms, raoft of which are employed in 
• the. woolen branch ; a good weekly maiket every 
Saturday for corn and manufaftures, and four 
fairs yearly, which are well frequented, and 
where much wool is fold, efpecially ac thtir 
Lammas fair. 

John Lyell, an active merchant, manufadu- 
rcr and clothier, carries on buGnefs here with 
great fpirit, and has eredted houfes at a confide- 
rablc expence for that purpofe. tie purchafes 
his wool from the Duke's tenants, and manufac- 
tures all into cloth, from one fliilling and (ixpence 
to four (hillings per yard . He has erected a gootl 
waulk-mill at bis own charges on the Duke'3 

H 2 dam. 
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dam. The Duke has ereAed fine corn-mills 
here, which enable the farmers to drive their 
meal and flour to the Edinburgh and Dalkeith 
markets, and give the return-carts an opportu- 
nity of bringing coals^ lime, timber, and all forts 
of goods from the Lothians, at a moderate 
.charge ; by this mean Mclrofe is fupplied with 
cccl and all other neceflarles as cheap as if they 
were within four miles cf the coal-pits, or port of 
Leiih. Mr Baxter has a bleachfieid here pretty 
well employed. The people are very indu(b-U 
ous, and trade and manufaftures daily increafe. 
There are about 5000 examinable people in 
the parifh. 



DRY BURCffy Merfe^dlftria, 

A village on Tweed-fide, the property of the 
lieirs of ColoneT Todd and Dodlor Erikine.— - 
Alexander Hopklrk, a noted clothier, dyes all 
colours except fcarlet, has a good waulk-mill, 
and well employed. — There are 11 Icoms on 
Mr Todd and Mr Scott of Harden's grounds, 
all in the woolen buCnefs, and about 300 exa- 
minable perfons in the panih. Mr Scott of 
Harden, and IVIr Haig of Beamerfide, have 
much public fpirit, and encourage the people to 
induRry and virtue. 

HAWICK, 
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HAWICK, ^vieeddale-jhircy 

A plcafant village, fituated on the river 
Tiviot, and the water Lutridge, which runs al- 
moft through the middle of the town. — There 
is a ftrong new bridge juft built over this water,- 
which joins the village. Here there is a good 
brewery and tan- work, and a Ikinner who makes 
good (hamois of all forts — Mr Robcrtfon and 
company carry on the carpet manufadhire to a 
large extent, and juft now employ 14 looms. 
Mr Hardie occupies four frames for (lockings, 
and Mr James Balden two. The whole num- 
ber of looms pfefently employed in linen and 
woolen arc about 6^, — The town has a large 
common belonging to it, but the property of 
the other lands all round is the Duke of Buc- 
cleiigh's. His Grace is much rclpefted and 
efteemed by all ranks of people all over this 
country. Mr Laurie the minifter is likewife a 
public- (piri ted man, and beloved by the people. 
There are about 1500 examinable perfons in 
the parifh ; an J the town itfelf is much increaf- 
ing by buildings now carrying on by Mr Oliver 
and others, which make houfe-rents and wajres 
hi^h. There is an export and import of goovis 
to the amount of 1000 1, at a medium, every 

- H 3 wetk 
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|{ week in the year. Carriers, waggons, am 

cartfc pafs once every week to Berwick, New 
caftle, Carlifle, Edinburgh, Glafgow, and a 
places in the country of any confequcnce.— 
There is alfo a good weekly market ever 
Thurfday, and a friendly patriotic meeting o 
the gentlemen, farmers and others who wifl 
well to their country, the firft Thurfday o 
every month ; and though this village is th< 
moft diibnt from the fea of any in Scotland 
(being full fifty miles from the eaft, and fifty frou 
the weft fea), and far from coal, yet the induftr 
and attention of the people are fuch as to fur 

mount all thefc difadvantages I cannot hel] 

remarking, that the ftock paid in about cighteei 
years ago, to carry on the carpet manufeaor] 
here, was 400 1. fterling by four men; the part 
ners have never divided any profits, and by th< 
diligence and adivicy of William Robertfon th< 
manager, the ftock amounts to 4000 !• fterling. 
Upon the whole, they are a diKgent, enter 
prifing people, and deferve the notice of tht 
public. John and William Thomlins, dyen 
and clothiers, have confiderable bufinefs at pre- 
fent, and they luvc a brother at Glafgow in, 
ftrudUng as to the making of clv,ths fit for thai 
market, and how to uie wcad in dyine oi 
blues, 5 c. ^ 

JEDBURGH, 
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JE D BU KGHj Roxburgh'/hire, 

A royal borough, where there/ has been 
much difpute and diflention about their town 
politics^ fo that they have negleded all bufinefs, 
and paid little ^r no attention to manufadures.* 
There are, indeed, about fifty -fix looms, but 
they are all employed in the jobbing way by 
the town and country people for their own ufe. 
The gentlemen in this country are building 
fine bridges over the water, which open a fafe 
and good road to England, and they fay will 
fave thirty-fix miles on the London road, as it 
b intended to be brought diredly up to Bo- 
rough-bridge before it joins the great road. 
This principal citizens are juft now endeavour- 
ing to roufe the people to induftry, for which 
purpofe they are to raife a conliderable fum to 
eftablifh a woolen manufadure, and appear to 
be extremely ferious in the matter. They are 
well fituated in the heart of a fine country, a 
good market, and plenty of good wool. The 
town and parifli contain about 2500 examinable 
perfons. 

K E L -^5 0. 

This is a neat, clean, delightful village, plea- 
fantly fituated at the junftion of the Teviot 

with^ 
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with the Tweed, having a fine country all 
round it. The village is the property of the 
Duke of Roxburgh, as is likewife the river, and 
much ground about the town. It is well fup* 
plied with all forts of provifions, and has a welU 
frequented weekly market every Friday. There 
are 70 looms employed in the town and neigh- 
bourhood, boih in the woolen and linen, nearly 
half and half, and the people find a good de- 
mand for all their manufaftures. The weavers 
here make feventy yards of flannel in two 
weeks on two looms, occupied by a man and a 
boy, and receive ready money for it as foon as 
made. There are three breweries here, a tan- 
nery, and fix matter flcinners, all well employ, 
ed. They mjke excellent flannels, and good 
blankets from the fkin wool, and much more 
might be done in thefe branches. There are 
about 3000 inhabitants in the parifh. They all 
ufe their own wool, and lay little or no tar on 
their fheep. The price of their wool laft fea- 
fon was from fourteen to twenty-one ftiillings 
per ftone. The whole manufaclurert condemn 
the fmearing witli tar. ITiere were about 2200 
ftones manufa<5hired into different cloths laft 
year in Kelfo. In this place, as well as at 
Lauder, they bring dreft flax from Darlington, 
and other places in Yorkfliire, to be fpun, then 
return it bylmd caniage to be manufaftured, 



AND FISHERIES OF SCOTLAND, jj 

and when fo manufadhircd^ great part of it 
comes down hither to be fold. Andrew Pater- 
fon is well ' employed as a dyer, clotKier, and 
manufa&arer, and is mafter of his budnefs. He 
manufactured about 200Q yards of doth, duffles, 
and flannels, lad year ; he makes plain cloths, 
duffles, and flannels, and other low-priced wooU 
en goods, which find ready falc. The Honour- 
able Mr Baillie, and feveral other gentlemen, 
are giving him^ and all his induflrious people, 
great encouragement. The wool in this part 
of the country is well adapted for making flan- 
nels, as ic takei a fine clear coloiv; it is a branch 
which cannot be too far extended. There is a 
large quantity of all forts of woolen goods fold 
here every Friday- This village, as is almoft the 
whole in Scotland, is under the government of 
a baron-bailie. 

YET HOLM, Merfe'DsJlria, 

A fmall village, the property of Mr Wati- 
chope of Niddry. There are about twenty-five 
looms working coarfe flannels, for the Newcaftle 
and Edinburgh markers. This village is finely 
iituatedTor thisbranch, and can eafily be fup- 
plied with the beft wool for this piirpofe in 
Great Britain. Much might be dune in the 
flannels and light goods. Andrew Kccc ax Yet- 
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holm, a farmer, manufadhirer, and clothier, oi 
Mr Wauchope's grouiids, dies a deal of bufi 
nefs in the drefling and dying clotlis, &c« a 
well on his own account as for all the countr] 
round ; and is deemed capital in all the branche 
of his bufinefs. He has a waulk-mill, and houfe 
of his own property fufEcient to carry on hi 
work to a large extent. The wool he think 
befl for his purpofe he gets from about ch4 
Cheviot Hills; be manufadurcs from the fleea 
!i; to the markrt, and dyes all colours as well a 

^ any man in the kingdom (fcarlet excepted.}— 

The conllitution of this place is the fame ai 
Kelfo. 



lii 
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A fmall village two miles below Kelfo, on 
the Dunfe road, the property of Mr Dickfbn. 
Samuel Colvert, from Yorkfhire, manufa6):ures 
f plain cloth and duffles here, from the wool oi 

this country. The price he paid for wool laf] 
feafon was from nine to fifteen fhillings per 
ftone; of which he worked up lad year 120 
ftones, tron weight, all in cloth, from one (hil- 
ling and fix-pence to eight fliillings and fix-pence 
per yard, for which he finds ready fale.— He 
employs about forty families in fpinning his 
wool, and finds they make excellent yarn. 

There 
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There is a good bleachfield here^ carried on by 
Mr Peter Robertfon, which is tolerably well 
employed ; and. Mr David Robertfon, his bro- 
ther, has a neat convenient brewery, where ex- 
cellent porter, flrong and fmall beer are made, 
to the liking of the whole country. By this, 
and the other breweries in Kelfo, Englifli porter 
is totally baniflied from this part of the country. 
Mr Murray, dyer and clothier, who manufac- 
tures, condderably himfelf, rents a good waulk- 
mill of Captain Dickfon, which is very well 
employed. Mr ThomfoB, the juftly celebrated 
poet, was born here. 

D U N S E, Merfe'Dlftria, 

A pretty large village, the property of Mr Hay 
of Drummelzier. This town affords bufinefs for a 
large brewery, and a tannery ; and feveral fkin- 
ners are going oh in their profeflions with much 
fuccefs. There are at prefent eighty looms em- 
ployed in the winter on the woolen, and in the 
fummer on the linen manufadlures. The people 
here are very wild with regard to religious prin- 
ciples, there being no lefs than three large fe- 
ceding meeting-houfes, and but one fraall kirk 
of the eftabliflied religion. They have fine wool 
at hand on both banks of the Tweed, though as 
yet they have not had penetration enough to 
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avail themfelves properly of wlut nature li 
given them as the greatcd blelSog. Howen 
they now appear to be roufcd a little from tlu 
former Cupidity, by beginning to manufaftu 
on their own account woolen goods, for whi 
purpofe they have the belt of materials at haa 
There are Tour dyers and clothiers in thii plac 
employed wholly in conntry jobs (which are v 
ry uncertain), none of them having fplrit enoug 
to pu(h this v^tlua'ole branch to any degree i 
extent. 

There arc about 309 pair of fhoes made hei 
weekly for the Edinburgh and Glafgow market: 
A good deal of tlax comes from England to fc 
fpun, and tlir yarn is fent bacic to be maniifai 
mred t)iere. John Spence fltinncr buys an 
felU wool to the merchants, to the amount i 
1500 ftones annually of j9«« wool, and 50 
flones of Jkin wool, at fourteen fhillings the fleec 
wool, and eighteen fhillings the Ikin wool, tro 
weight, value 1530 '• ftcrling. He alfo drefle 
and I'e'Is Booo Sk'ms annually. Much might b' 
done in knitting ftocking?, and making flannel 
here. George Fortune does a good deal in th 
fame way with Spence ; both of whum fort ihei 
wool, niere are about 2500 examinable peopl 
in the town and environs. Mr William Cruik 
lliank, an eminent fchoolmafter, refides here 
wholi 
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whofe reputation as an excellent claflic fcholar, 
brings youog people from all quarters to be edu- 
cated under him. The people here fecm to be 
extremely tenacious with regard to ancient cuf- 
toms. Their fathers and grandfathers were in 
the pradice of having their beards lathered with 
the hand inftead of the brufli. The gentlemen, 
of the razor dill continue this cuftom^ nafty and 
tedious as it is^ for no other reafon than that their 
predeceflbrs did fo before them. In like manner, 
and with equal plaudbility, do fome of the far- 
mers in this neighbourhood obflinately perfevere 
in the practice of tarrmg their (heep^ both which 
ridiculous habits I wifh to fee abelifhed. 

ORE ENLAW, Berwich/hire, 

The head town of the county^ the property 
Df Lord Marchmont; and^ though but a fmall 
place, has an excellent inn, were it not pofleiled 
by an imperious, haughty landlady, provided 
with fervants n»t lefs fancy than their miftrefs : 
fo much for a monoply of one houie in a town* 

There is little or no induftry here, only a few 
looms in the jobbing way; but no fpinning nor 
manufactures of any kind done, though in a fine 
wool country. The farmers tar their flieep much, 
of confequence their wool fells at a low price. 
You XL I Here 
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Here I cannot but obferve once more, that s 
the mcrchaiirs, manufacturers, and dealers, oy 
all the iliccp countries, complain much of tl 
pernicious cullom, who unanimoufly agree, di 
thole who tar lead have mod wool, and o 
double the price of tliofe who tar heavy ; -at tl 
fame time that their ilieep thrive much bette 
In ihort, the whole body of the people (the o 
obilinate flore - farmers excepted) abhor tfa 
jj- bafe iJTatflic'.^ and, with one voice, declare 

!l prejudicial to the wool, and health 0/ the iliee] 

John Ledger t wood, cibinec-maker, is the 01 
1;:' ly manufacflurcr of genius in this place. Thei 

:|i. was very lately fent down from Darlington 

fmall parcel of flax to be fnun into yarn, undc 
the direction of Robert Coriar, which, whc 
fpun fif he could get it done)-, was to be fent u 
to Darlington. A melancholy fpecimen of tli 
El induftry; or rather total want of it in thefe peo 

pie I 

PEEBLES, TweeddclC'Jhlre, . 

A royal borough, twenty-one miles direft foutl 
of Edinburgh, plcafantly fituated by the rivei 
Tweed. The grounds all round belong in pro 
perty to the Ea;*! of March (now Duke oi 
Op.et^nr.:ciJ'v) and Dodor Hay. 
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Provoft Kerr, in this borough, a very public- 
fpirited man, went lately to London) at bis own 
expence, ftaid feveral months there, where he 
applied hirafelf to porter-brewing, and acquired 
the method perfedlly ; he paid 10 1. weekly for 
inftru<5lion, and the porter he brews is equal to 
any I ever taded in London, or anywhere elfe. 
He like wife diftils and compounds all forts of fpi- 
ritous liquors, to great perfection. — Here arc 
two tanneries in this place^well employed,, and 
three (kinners, who do a good deal of buSnefs. 
Mr Pees. from Darlington was here lately ; he 
told, he had at prcfent fifty looms employed 
weaving camblets, fhalloons, and fuch fort of 
goods. All his yarn is fpun in this country, and 
when manufadured comes down to Scotland to 
be fold : — fo much for want of attention. James 
Dickfon, and Mr Marfliali, manufacture a good 
quantity, of woolen goods. They have a waulk- 
mill farmed from _the town, and carry on the 
coarfe cloth and blanket manufacture to a conCu 
derable extent. Here there are forty looms 
employed, moftly in blankets, fluffs, coarfe 
cloths, and dufHes, There are about 1 800 pco- 
pie in the parifh. Lord Chief Baron, Lady Dun- 
donald, DoCtor Hay, Admiral Murray, and Mr 
Kennedy have good breeds of Iheep, which they 
. tar lightly j though, in general, here are fheep 

of the worfl breed., .and the mofl tarred ia Scot- 

1 % X-^k^^s 
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land;— their very looks demonftrate the bai 
libge they meet with. 



SELKIRK, Selkirk-Jhire, 

A royal borough, the property of the Duki 
of Roxburgh, and Mr Douglas of Douglas. 

William Roger employs eight large looms it 
the inkle manufa^ure, for wliich article he ha 
a great demand. He alfo makes plaio, broad, 
and narrow tapes, is reckoned expert in his ba< 
finefs, and employs many young girls and hoyt 
in this branch. It is a thri\dng manufa6hirej 
and receives great encouragement from Eng* 
land. There are two (kinners well employed, 
a tannery in a very profperpus (late, and there 
are about 30 looms occupied in the jobbing 
way for woolen and linen. Confiderable quan- 
titles of combed wool come down hither from 
Darlington, Manchefter, Halifax, and Durhamj 

daily by waggons, which is fpun into yarn, and 
returned by the fame conveyance. The fum 
paid weekly for fpinning this wool may be 
about 55 1. fterling, a great part of which woolj 
when manufactured into goods, is returned again 
hither, and fold in this country. With refpedl 
to ftamp-mafters, there are none m all tWi 
country, except at Melrofe aiid Jedburgh, on 

Whict 
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which account, great coinJ)laints are made,. 
There is, indeed, a perfoa appointed to inlpeft 
the woolens at Galaflnels, by the Board of 
Truftees ; but -this is far from anfwering the 
purpofe 0f the ipftitution—- The pariih is fup- 
pofed to xx^ntain about 50c exaindnable perfons« 

LANGHOLM, Dumfries-JI?ire, 

A pleafant village, the property of the Duke 
of Buccleugh* A good deal js fpua here for, 
fale on the Engliifa fide, and about 17 looms 
are employed moitly on woolen goods. Wil- 
liam TurnbuU, and others, farmers, and con- 
fiderable dealers in wool, in this neighbourhoo4^ 
and about Hawick, purchafe wool annually for 
the EngliQi market, to the amount of 30,000 L 
fterlin^. Moft of this wool, after being comb* 
ed in England, comes down to this country to 
be (pun into yarn of different grids, as ordered; 
and, after fo fpun, carried up to the. manufac- 
turing towns to be woven iind dreffcd ; and 
grcap part of it, after being fo manufaftured, is 
fent once more into Scotland for fale. 

PERTH, Perih-Jhtre, 

A large, flourifliing, ancient, royal borough, 
endowed with a conftderable public revenue. 

I 3 Tliere 
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There arc very extenTive (almon-fifhings hcrc,i 
which bring a great deal of money, into the 
country. A filk xnanafa^ory is idlb eftabfifliect 
by Mr Gloag, a nioft fenfible, emerprifiDg 
nan. Perth has no lefs than three bleachfie]ck ; 
Sandeman's at Luncarcy, -^Jrs Swan's at Tul* 
lochj and Richardfon's and Young's at Hunt- 
ingtour. The iirft is not only the moft confr 
derable, but the moft reputable cf any in Scot* 
land^ and the lafi, though in a flate of infancy,, 
is remarkable for the ftrength of the maclnneiy;^ 
and the appearance which it makes. There is 
an excellent tannery on the norch^ and one on 
the weft fide of the town^ juft ereded. The 
ikinners and glovers here are famous in their 
feveral branches of bufinefs. — The gentlemen 
in the neighbourhood are afl endeavouring to 
introduce a better breed of fheep into the coun- 
try, and are afTiduous in every other kind of inF> 
provement. The clergy, as in moft places I 
have vifired^ are very intelligect and obli^g; 
and feem to be as great promoters of iuduftiy 
as they are of religion and virtue. There is> 
at pre^en^, a great demand for manufaftures> 
on which account proper houfes are ereftbg for 
the purpofe. The fhoe-market or inanufafbory^ 
is in a very profpcrous way. There is a fliip. 
lately built here of abou^ 90 tons, which is the 
largeft ever attempted at this place. Lord Kiip- 

iiouI;f 
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noul, who bears a moft amiable chara&er, gives 
all his tenants^ wUo live happily under him, what 
timber they have occafion for, free of any 
charges* 

This being the neareft town to the High*- 
lands, gives rife to circulation and great inter- 
nal commerce, which feems to be .in a very 
prof|>erous (late. Thero are about 600 looms 
in Perth ; the half of which are employed in> 
Silefias ; the other in weaving flieeting, linen^ 
and'woolen. Many dyers are alfo well enip 
ployed, and there is a good waulk-mill, not 
permitted to lie idle. There are about 11,500 
inhabitants inr Perth. Mr Oliphant of Roffie'is 
very public^fpirited, and has fet a moft laudabjle 
example, by improving his eftate, and introdo- 
dug a valuable breed of fheepj^ ihort-legged and 
heavy-bodied^ which is the moft profitable, as 
' well as the beft for this climate. In ihort, tbo' 
' houfe-rents and wages are very high,, yet every 
branch of trade is in fuch a thriving condition: 
as to give me perfedl fatisfaftion. Before I con- 
clude, however, I cannot omit taking notice of 
.the fweet, romtrntic feat of Inverinay, where 
the moft flriking beauties of nature are to^be 
.ieed.^ Here is a place, in the country ftylp, 
called HumbU Bumbk, which is an amazing 
curiofit/. Wood aixl w^ter^ . darknejTs aqd the 

HKte 
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rude inagnidcrnce of rocks and caverns, unite 
to render it a place calculated to infpire fublime 

and folcmn ideas* 



DUNKELD, Perth./hirt, 

A pleafant village, the property of the Duke 
of Athole, fituated on the Tay. It produces 
fome very remarkable beauties, aflifled l^ art. 
There are at prefent about xoo looms employ- 
ad in and about Dunkeld on the woolen and 
linen branches, and a great deal of yarn (pun, 
great part of which goes to London unmanu- 
fadured. Here are three tanneries well em<» 
ployed, and a confiderable quantity of (hoes are 
made, for wliich they have a brifk demancL 
At Inverclofe, by Dunkeld, there is a clothier 
and dyer, one John Murray, edeemed as good 
of his profeilion as any in the kingdom ; for he 
dyes of all colours, even fcarlet not excepted, 
and drefles the cloih extremely neat. 



CKQ M ARTY, Cromarty -Jhire. 

The (Ituation of this place is pleafant and 
agreeable; but, what deferves our particular 
notice, is the "bay, which is the fafeft, moft per- 
feS, and moft commodious of any in this liland \ 
and, withal^ though formed by nature^ is fa ex- 

tenlivc. 
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tenfive, that all the (hips in Great Britain could 
ride here with fecurity; and the accefs is fo 
eafy^ and the land-marks fo remarkable, that 
no feaman can miftake the entrance. Here is 
plenty of fi(h, both fait and frelh water, and 
and excellent of their kinds. George Rofs, 
Efq; of Pitkerie has much public fpirit, and has 
added greatly to the benefit and ornament of 
the village, having, at his fole cxpence, ere&ed 
a mod compleat brewery, where he brews mod 
excellent ftrong ale and fmall beer. He has^ 
with fome other gentlemen, crefled a large 
manufadory for making facking of the bed kind, 
for flour-facks, and fuch bther ufes ; and the 
demand for thefe goods is very brifk. He has 
laid out feveral acres into fine garden ground, 
and built an elegant and convenient houfe. His 
eftate is improved to a furprifin.g degree, confi- 
dering the time he has been in poffeilion. In- 
deed every thing he has done is qn a fenfible, 
rational plan, and bis buildings are neat and 
fubftandaL 

There is nothing in the woolen branch ear- 
ned on here but what the town and country 
people make for themfelves and families. ' Sixty- 
one^ looms are employed all in mtiking facking 
of dSfierent fabrics for flour-bags, biiket-bags, 
wool*facks^ ' bop-bags^ hammock-ihiff; tarpau- 
lin^ 
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lin-flufF, and coarfe fluffs for packages of 
! every kind, from hemp-yarn. Thccipiul ftock 

f is L. 7CC0 fbrli.-ig, of wl.ich L. 250 is a fli^e ; 

and I have the plcafore to pronounce this ma* 
nufaclory, from the j;reat demands for their 
goods^ in a very fljjrliliing Hkte. Mr George 
Ilofs, with his ufiKil public fpirit, advanced the 
whole money on ihe buildings, and charges the 
company no more than 5 pjr cent, Tv.- the out- 
lay of the money. They have n^oft excellent 
fpinning-flicds, anJ every other conveniency. for 
carrying on this ir.oCt valuable branch of manu- 
fadurc. Here are two naileries and fpade 
manuficlories, at which are made all forts oi 
iron uteiilils fcr hufbandry and other purpofesj 
both are very well employed. 

Sir John Gordon, and all the other gentle- 
men in the neigiibourhood, are improving theii 
eftates much to their own and country's advan< 
tage. But, above all, my good old friend 
Captain Lockhart Ilofs of Balnagowan, (novi 
Sir John Lockhart), has exerted himfel: 
greatly, not only in improving his lands, bu 
in brinrrin.T imo this part of tlie country thi 
bed breed cf fi:.c-wooled Hucp, black cattle 
and bo.fcs, iha: England could aifjrd ; for thi 
purpofc, he fparcd neither pjias nor price U 
get the choice^, 'i'hcy are thriving and in 

creaiin] 
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creafing as he could wifti, and much more than 
he expcded. He tars n«ne of his iheep, tho' 
he has feveral thoufands of thfem. Much fewer 
of his die through the winter, in proportion to 
the number, than in the counties where tarririg 
IS praftifed, and hjs fhccp-walks are very high 
and mountainous. This gentleman is an excep. 
tion to a general rule, which I had long efta- 
bliflied in my own mind, that we failorshad not 
patience to be good /armors. The number of 
people in. the parifh of Cromarty is about 2aoo. 
Vivres of all kinds are cheap and plenty; houfe- 
rents, fervants* -wages, and living, reafonable. 
There are no beggars here, and the common 
people are remarkably complaifant and cleanly, 

F.O RTRO S£, RoJs^Jloirc, 

A fmall royal borough, the property of Lord 

. Seafqrth, fituated on the Firth of luvernefs, ten 

: miles bclgw that place. There is a deal of linen 

yarn fpun here for fale ; and flnrty-two' looms 

4ire employed, both in tlie coarfe woolen and 

^ linen. The parifh contains about 450 perfons. 

*■ IN VE RN E S Sy Invernefsjhlrel 



• .* ■. ' 



A large ancient royal borough, holds of the 
CroWp^ and is pleafantly fituated on the banks 

of 
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of the river Nefs. What is remarkable, this j 

▼cr never freezes in the hardeft winter ever r 

membered. The manufaAure eltablifhed here 1 

Provoft M'Intofh, Mr Dyer of LondoD, ac 

others^ about twelve years ago, began wit 

1200I. fterling, and their capital now amoun 

to 15,000 1. llrrlingy for maldng (from hem 

yarn) facking for flour bags^ hop bags^ bi{k< 

bags^ wool packs, ham-nock (luff, tarpaulin ftuf 

and, in fhort, all fluffs in that line. This mam 

faclure is profpering well, and the company ai 

now adding greatly to the works. They ha^ 

at prefent fixty looms, and will in a fliort dm 

have many more, as they are building feven 

houfes for that purpofe. This manufacture : 

under fine management, by the adivity and di 

ligence of Mr Baxter, who is a treafure to thoi 

concerned. — There arc alfb a number of youn 

people employed in fpinning and othcrwifi 

much to the good of the country, which pre 

vents idlenefs and beggary. Here are two tan 

neries in a thriving ftate. About feventy loom 

are employed on piece work, half on the woolen 

and half on the linen. The parifh contains aboa 

4500 people. Houfc-rents, and fervanta' wagei 

moderate. A good weekly market each Friday 

Mutton plenty, and vegetables good and cheap 
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CRANT.TOW N, Jnvtrnefs-fl)tre, 

Near Caftlc-Grant, the feat of that ancient 
family the Grants, belonging to Sir James Grant, 
the chief of the Clan, one of the moft refpec-' 
table and moft numerous in Scotland. Thi$ 
village is fituatcd on the banks of the Spey, bor- 
dering on the verge of Invernefs and Banff- 
fhire. Sir James, the fole proprietor of this 
place, a gentleman of a moft amiable and bene- 
volent difpofition, and a true friend to his coun- 
•y, has, at a confiderable expencc, bropght a 
[r Cornifh from the city of Norwich, in the 
►unty of Norfolk^ in order to eftabliih a branch 
the woolen manufafturc there. By the inde- 
Eigable efforts of Mr Cornifh, who has inftruci. 
them in the art of fpinning, affifled by the ^ 
ibounded liberality of Sir James, this infant 
lanufadurc is in la very flourifhing ftate, and 
romifes to be 9f much fcrvice to that part of 
It country. Better ftockings and ftocking- 
icces, either knit by hand, or woven in looms, 
innot be produced in any of the three kingdoms. 
lus hath this recently eftabliflied mafiufaftory 
ilfeady made the idle induftrious, and the poor 
taiqpy; affording conftant employment to the 
roubg and old in the various departments of the 
mdoefs, and offering thcAv, \u ^\ o^\\\<^^ vc^ xJ^vYt 
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indufliy, the fruition of all the real comforts an< 
enjoyments of liie.-^Mrs Cornifli^ too, ought no 
to pafs unnoticed, whether we confider her pub 
lie or private charadber. For while (he is affidu 
ous in teaching die females to embroider witl 
the needle, flie alleviates the poverty of the la 
digent, by numberlefs and frequent afts of be< 
nevolence^ the amiable charaderiilic of the £ng- 
lifli nation. 



NAIRN, Nairn-Jhtre, 

A royal borough, oppofite to Cromarty, hall 
a mile from the Murray Frith, the property o1 
Mr Campbell of Calder, Mr Rofe of Kilravock^ 
and Sir Ludovick Grant of Grant, Bart. Befides 
a pretty good falmon-fifning, there are about 
forty-fix looms employed partly on woolen and 
linen for country ufe, and one t^mnery. Houfe- 
rents and fervants* wages moderate. The Cheep 
over all this country are of a bad kind, very 
long legged, and thin bodied. Indeed they tar 
none, but, by the nature of the flieep, they have 
little wool ; yet what they bear is tolerably fine. 
—There is a well frequented weekly market on 
Friday, and the number of inhabitants amounts 
to about 1 000 pei fons. 
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FORRES, Elgin or Moray^Jhire, 

A royal borough^ pleafantly fttuated four 
miles from Findhorn^ a fea-port on the Murray 
Frith, having an excellent falmoi^ fiihing. Mr 
Bryant of Great Yarmouth meant to carry on 
the manufadure of dowlas here, for which it 
feems to be exceedingly well calculated, the 
country being fertile and populous. There is a 
deal of yarn fpun here for fale, to the amount 
of about 20,000 1. fterling worth, all Dutch 
flax, which is fent to various parts of the coun- 
try to be fpun into cloth; and about forty 
looms employed, partly for woolen, and partly 
for linen ; for which goods the Glafgow market 
is the chief place of fale.* There are about 2,400 
people: Houfe- rents and fervants' wages arc 
moderate, as are all forts of proviflons. 

ELGIN, 

The head town of the county, and a royal 
borough, about five miles from Loflie-mouth, 
well fituated for inland commerce, being in the 
heart of a fine country, well peopled. Here are 
about 15,000 L fterUng's worth of yarn fold at 
London and Glafgow annually. There are 
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eighty Icoms employed in rummer on the liner 
ind in winter on woolen. Three dyers hi thi 
place meet with good bufinefs. There is alfo 
good bleachfieldi \Yhich is likewifp pretty wel 
employed^ and a fmall tannery on the increafc 
The parilh contains about joooV^opIe. Houfc 



rents and wa2.es mcderit 
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FOCHji BE RS, 



A village, the property of the Duke of Got 
don^ where Gordon-CaAle ftands^ a very nugni 
ficent building, now almoft finifhed. The Duk< 
and Duchefs are mod amiable ^]^rfons, of eafj 
accefsy focial, and very pubye^fpirited. Th< 
Duchefs has a farm wholly unaer her own ma- 
nagement, called Cuttlcbrae, which raifes ex. 
cellent crops; but above all, her Grace's flax ii 
of the beft quality, and bears the higheft crof 
upon one acre of any I have met with in Scot 
land. She had lad year fixty-eight ftones of gooc 
merchantable flax upon one acre. There is a 
very fine kind of ftone-marle, which melts wher 
expofed to the air, in a very few months, anc] 
nourifhes the ground greatly. The Duke is giv- 
ing encouragement to the building of a new 

town, removed at a greater diftance from his 
^9 and is endeavouring to induce the inhabi- 
tants 
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tants to build fubftantially, and on a regular 
plan. 

There is a good deal of yarn fpun here fcnTale; 
and about fifty looms employed on piece-work, 
woolen and linen. Several dyers get good bread 
here, and they feem to know the ufe of the 
weeds on the hills, with rcfpcdt to colouring. 
Alexander Chalmers, the Board's ftamp-mafter^ 
has a bleachfieid, which is pretty well employed. 
Houfe-rents, wages, and living are cheap. The . 
parifli contains about 1900 people. There is ve- 
ry, good thread made here for ftockings, mod of 
which goes to Nottingham.-^ The Duke and 
Duchefs of Gordon are greatly refpeded, belov- 
ed, and efteemed by all the inhabitants of this 
village, and the whole neighbourhood* 



KEITH, Banff-fhire, 

The property of Lord Findlater. The old - 
town is much defertcd, and a new one building 
oa. a more convenient fpot. There is a great 
deal of yarn fpun here, and about a hundred 
looms employed in weaving long lawn, woolen, 
and coarfe linen. They have a good tannery, 
and much 13 done in the manufaftDring of (hoes. 
Mr Taylor, the Board's ftamp-maP^er, propofcs 
ereding a thread-mantifaaory-. This village is • 
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in a thriving way. There are 4500 people in 
tbepariih. The price offpinning is high. Hou(e> 
rents and wages are rifliig. 




HUNTLT, Jterdeen-fhire, 

A plcafant village, fituatcil between the Di- 
Teron and the Bogie, in the bottom of a fine 
country, the property of the Duke of Gordon. 
A weekly market is held here every Thurfday, 
which is well attended. Ihere are about two 
hundred looms employed moRly on the long 
lawns, and fine linen diapers, and woolen for 
home confumpricn. About 50,000 1. flerh'ng's 
worth of goods are annually fpun and manufac- 
tured here, including all the different branches. 
They have a fmall tannery, and many (hoes are 
made for fate, which are fent to London. There 
are three bleachfields by MefTrs Forfyth, M* Vey^ 
and Burnet. The Mifles Mcllis make fine threads, 
which are excellent in quality. The true fpirit 
of induftry moves the hearts of the people of 
this pbce, who amount to about 4000. The 
houfes are built of good materials, on a regular 
plan; having fine open ftrcets, and every thing 
has the appearance of profperity here. The 
ftamp-maftcr has raifed a fmall parcel of hemp, 
which promifes well. William and Alexander 
a make good filk (lockings^ and other ar» 
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xkltM, from the coarfe filk^ which meets with 
ready fale. They make from the fincft filk^ 
knee-garters, mitts, and breeches-pieces. Mr 
Burnet manufadures bro>yn- thread for the ^ou 
tingbam market. Mr M'V.ey manufactures plaia 
linen, damafk, diaper, and g^.uze lawn, flower- 
ed and flriped. George Junken manufadures 
plain lawns, twifted, ftriped and flowered, and 
un<Jerfl:an<Js this branch perfefily. The Duke 
and Duchefs of Gordpn are greatly refpefted 
^lere, ;is well as in icvcry other place where 
they have properly. 

CULLEN, Banff-fhire^ 

A pleafantly fltuated royal borough, nigh 
the Murray-frith. A good deal of yarn is fpun 
here, which meets with a ready fale ; and about 
a hundred and twenty looms are employed, mod- 
ly in coarfe linen and long lawns. Mungo Ran« 
nie, Anthony Dow, and Alexander Young carry 
on a coniiderable bufinefs ia thefe branches. 
Robert Taylor has eight frames in the flocking 
way. The parifh contains about 1200 people* 
Houfe-rents and wages are moderate ; the peo- 
ple induflrious, who all lament much the death 
cf ch^ late Lord Findlater. 
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P RTSOY, Banff-Jhlref 

A fea-port town, on the open of the Gemu' 
ocean. It has a tolerable harbour for fmall vel 
lels, and a good deal is done in the falmon am 
^ine trades. The importation of flax is con 
liderable ; about 4000 marts being annnall; 
brought from Holland to fupply the manolac 
tures at Huntly, and the country round. Her< 
are about thirty looms on long lawns, linen, ant 
piece-work, and a cunfiderable thread -manufae 
tory for {locking making, all of which go to Not 
nngham to be wrought into that article. Mri 
Mary Robertfon makes fc wing- thread, and em' 
ploys fix looms on gauze and flowered-lawni 
Smuggling is much ^ven over here ; inftead o 
which, manufafturing and Jndiiftry prevail. Fifli. 
itig is alfo much attended to, particularly bj 
MelTis James Robertfon and Company. HoufC' 
lents and fervants* wages are moderate. Thii 
town is blefled with a tine fertile country ali 
u'ound it. 



B ji N F F, 

A royal borough, where is m good falmon- 
fifliing on the water DJvcron, the property 0I 
Lord Fife. The number of falmon caught an- 
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nuftlly in this lictle river is alcnoft incredible, fre. 
quently to the extent of one hucdied and twenty 
or one hundred and thirty lafts ; befides a great 
number pickled in the Xpring for the London 
market. A very finebridge was fome years ago 
built over the Diveron, but was totally deftroy- 
ed by the great flood in the year 1770* 
Another is now cre^d at a^ lefs dangerous 
place of the river, upoa tlie fame plan with the 
former. Both were built at the expence of 
government ; but the prefent one is an ornament 
to the town, and very ufeful to it and the neigh- 
bourhood. 

Here is a very extenfive manufa^lura carried 
on in the thread way, for ftockihg-making, white 
and brown, almoft the whole of which goes to 
Nottingham, and is ther« cleared up proper for 
the market. George Robertfori and Company, 
the proprietors of this work, make thread -to the 
amount of '40,000 1. fterliog annually. They 
keep about fifty flax-dreflers, import about,f350o' 
matts ef Dutch flax annually, employ a number of 
people, pay about 7ol. flerling a-day to (pinners 
and all the diiFerent work people in that line, and 
farm a large traft of countiy. Upon the whole, 
Mr George Robertfon is a mod public-fpirited 
map, and is of great uTe to this tOMVPi and the 
coimtry in general, as he promotes induflry 



lis ESSAYS ON THE TRADE 

among tfae people. Here are tweniy-eight loom 
eiq>li(yed in piece goods in the woolen and Unei 
way. The town contains about 4000 people 
Houfe^rents and fervants' wages are rather high 
All ranks of people lament much the lofs of tju 
late Lord Findlater, as he was a real friend U 
in^uffay, and an eminent encourager of ever] 
ufcful branch of manufaftures. It was in a greai 
meafure owing to his Lordlhip's indefatigablt 
purfuit after tnefe nohJe and public- fpiiited bl> 
jefts, that the town of Banifj and its neighbour 
hood, at prelent enjoy fuch great advantage 
frcm the thread-nianufadory ; as I am well in 
formed, the plan of the various buildings anc 
machinery, requifite for carrying on this work 
was the refult of his LordHiip's flail and genim 
ill matters of that kind ; and, for the propei 
completion of which, he thought no trouble 01 
attention, on liis part, too much, I beg pardoi 
foi this digrefllon; but hiving occafion to men 
tion the name of Lord Findlater, I cuuld no 
on-.it a fmall tribute of jiraife to his memory, a 
1 had the honour to be well known to his Lord. 
Iiin^ 

B rrn, Aherdeen-flire, 

k fmall village, lately ere<51ed, on the road fron 
Banff to Peterhead. Some fpinning is carried 
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on here; and (ix looms are employed in weaving 
linen ; but the knitting of (lockings^ is chiefly 
attended to. 



OLD-DEER, Akerdeen-Jhire, 

A fmall kirk-town. Knitting ftockings is the 
principal employment of both young and old ^ 
there are but three looms employed in both 
linen and woolen^ all for country work. 



STR IC HE N,. Aberdeen-Jhire, 

A village, the property of Alexander Frafer, 
Efq; — Very little is done here in the manufac- 
turing way, except fome fpinning, and. a few 
looms for piece-work* The death of the late 
Lord Strichen is much lamented. The prefect 
proprietor is endeavouring to promote induftry 
among his tenants, and, I hope, will fucceed, a^ 
he is elteemed by all ranks of people. 

FRJSERSBURGff, Aberdeen/hire^ 

A fea-port, and good fifhing town, on the 
open of the German ocean. Spinning and 
other branches of induftry begin to go on here^ 
as the inhabitants have, in a great meafure, 
given Qver fmuggling. 
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PETERHEAD, jtlerdeen-Jtiref 

Situated on the head-land^ the nioft eaflerl; 
part of Scotland. It has a good harboui*,- whici 

proves of much ufe and fafety to the trade oi 
this coaft ; and has eighteen feet water at fpring 
tides. Tills p'acc is the Scarborough of Nortl 
Britain^ and has excellent accomodation fd 
bathing. The mineral waters are much ii 
vogue, and the inhabitants obliging and indullri 
ous. There is a fmall falmon-fifhing here^ but 
the ling and cod fifhing are principally attendee 
to. MefTrs James and Thomas ArbuthnotS; 
jumor, and Company^ «arry on a confiderabli 
manufadure of coarfe, thin, woolen fluffs, fergeij 
calimancoes, fhalloons, kc. to the amount oi 
50 1. fterling a-weck. Flax is alfo fpun her€ 
for the thread manufadlurers at Aberdeen, 
Mifs Sparks makes fine threads at this place, 
which are much efteemed for their goodnefs. 
Shoes are likewife made here for home coa- 
fumption, as well as exportation. Meflrs Kil< 
gours, at N ether- Kinmundie, manufacture week- 
ly, at an average, 53 pieces of woolen cloth, of 
* 26 yards each ; amounting in value to about 
60 1. fterlng. Thefc ingenious gentlemen give 
bread to hundreds ; and have a great demand 
r their goods. They employ twelve wool- 
combers 
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combers conftantly ; each of which combs about 
48 pounds Englifh a- week/ at fixpence per 
pound, and receives four-pence j&^r -pound for 
cpmbing. mbced. wooL Meflrs Kilggyurs {\yho 
, have iQtroduced an, excellent breed of flieep 
into tHis country) pur^hafed laft Tealon 120 
packs of wool,, of 1 2 . ftones each, which tliey 
got oii the Scots and ^pglith .fides the .TwepdL 

». * • . ' ' ' . . • ■ 

The country aboiit Peterhead is fertili;/ .aifid 
well fuppiied with fifli of all kinds, good and 
cheap ; fo that living is very reafonable 5 but houfe- 
rents. arfd ifcfvants' wages^ are'- fbinic>M3at ad- 
vanced, on account of the refort of company 
fbr the benefit of Bathing and drinkfttg'^the 
water. . *: . y.»i 

. B'LL&.Ni, MerJefn^Jhire:^.^ ':? : 

^.^^iL.fnmll. kirk. town, the property pj IfP^^ 
Aber(Ue«f OQal^ining ii^ the whple parifli about 
3006 people. Much is done here in the knit* 
ting of (lockings, no lefs than 100 1. per week 
being, ^klbyvi^-Ab^dfien idefthants tor this 
article alone. A good deal is alfo fpun, and 
fttltf^WfcSM? afe criipldyed'ftr this > country ufe; 
Upbfi^tn^S^liolc, this place is improving farf, 
the cDiiiitryi populous; ind'the pe^le Very fndu- 
ftrxousr. ' - - 
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JNFERl/RY, Aberdeen^Jbirej 




A fmall royal borough. The 
kerci as in the former village, are moftfy em 
ployed in knittmg ftockings for the Aberdcex 
merchants. The parilb contains 1500 people 
They fpin a little alfo, and a few looms ari 
employed for the country Tale, but the lauttini 
of fiockings is their chief objeA. 

K I NT ORE, Jhrdten /hire, ^ 

. A royal borough, the property of Lord Ma< 
riliehal. Much is done here in the fimmiiig oi 
thread, and knitting of woolen (lockings. Aboui 
2500 people are in the pariih, and in general 
ioduftrious. They employ a few looms fol 
piece-work. Knitting ftockings for the Aber- 
deen merchants, however, is their chief emj[iloy, 

• • • f 

s 

•MO Nr MUSK, Aherietn.pjUn, 

■ . ( . 

* i • ■ ■ 

A pleafantly Gtuated village^ cm the banks oi 
the Dop, the property of Sir Archibald G^nt* 

The late. Sir Archibald was a great prompter oi 

agriculture and the manufaddres of his country. 

He planted more trees in his owa time than any 

man 
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man in Great Britain, and bad great knowie^gjB 
in trade and manufactures. Qy his attentioo^ 
opportunity, and long experience, being nine^ 
at the ume oi his death, there was not, per* 
haps, his equal in Scotland. He w^ esttreme- 
]y intelligent, and had a thorough knowledge 6£ 
what was mod conducive to the good of hi^ 
country. 

A BERDEENj IfiadTown of tie Sifre, 

A city of great trade, the fituation of wEicIf 
is pleafant and advantageous. The people^ 
whom I Icx)k upon to be-the bed mercbaiits fai' 
Scotland, have always piud particular attentioi^ 
to that great ffaple, the- woolen manttfaAore.* 
The value of Aockings mantrfaAored for thcfe^in*^ 
doftiiotts traders, amounts annually to 1 20,000 L- 
fterlmg ; and ont rargo of this article wasi 
ktely fliipped from whence to the ftaple port of 
Caihpvere, to the value ^ of a4,oooL; fome 
cargoes from zo,oool. to 6^00 h befides whac 
are fliipped for London to Edinburgh, and other 
ports in Britain. The article of fine linen i» 
much given up, and the making of thread greatly 
increafed. One of thefe compunies under the 
firnr of the Gordon-MiH Company, otherwife 
Leys, Still, and Coiiipany ; the other, the PoFt* 
lull Company^ otherwise Milne, Crudes, and 
CoQ^any, carry on bufinefs to a great ex* 

I> a tent 



i 
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t«AC in the white and coloured thread branch, 
foF wliicli article they have a great demand. 
They ufe only Dutch flax^ to the amount of 
^coo fliatts of loo lib. each annually; and 
many hundreds of people are employed in thU 
branch only. 

I: • . . 

Tliere arc feveralcloihiers and dyers, epidnent 
in their profeffion, well employed, and their 
trade incrcafing daily. There is an excellent 
£i]nion-finiing, of which many arc pickled foi: 
the Loudon market^ and a great quanticy fc^Ited 
fur fqi?oign parts.; A lar^e fugar-houfe Jits 
lately .been built, and meets with great enoou* 
i;;^ement» A capital brewery has alfo beejx 
cftabliihed, where the proprietors make excel- 
lent (Irongale and fmall-beer, for which they 
get ready fale. They aix |uft now bufy iiH 
J^uiUing a great addition to their harbour, whiclv 
cannot fail of being attended with many advan- 
tages to navigation. They have two experien- 
ced ihip-builders ; a confiderable raft^and Bgltic 
\i*ade ; they import a. good deal of wine and 
fruit, and ha;ve a great intercourfe with Jjondon 
apd other parts of England, They fend only 
^\c bufs to the cod and ling-fifhing ; tkey have 
350 wool- combers, and the town cpntains about 
^4,000 inhabitants. Two hundred and forty 
looms ai e employed in aU the branches of the 

woolen 
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woolen and linen manufaftures ; and they have 
three -tanneries, together with a large iliofe nia- 
^uft^ry; TJt>on the iJvhole^ this is a thriving 
'to^n, and "daily improrfeg, New^ fubftantial, 
=and M^srnf buikRn^ are adding to it annually. 
The people have i proper fpirit for trade, and 
are of an induftriou^ ami enterprifing genius. 
The male part of the inhabitints are (iFong and 
healrfiy j the females yicH to none of thdr fex 
for beauty, and every other requifite acconv* 
plifhrnent. 

STOl^r EHJ V E. N, Klncardine.Jhire, 

A fea<:pdrt/ 14 miles fouth of Aberdeen ; has- 

a pretty good harbour^ and is pleafantly fitU'^ 

ated. Here they formerly carried on the Of* 

nabupgh trade, and afterwards gave it up } but 

at prefcnt a new Company arfe carrying on the 

making of canvas,' fjKom the higheft (one of the 

fkriongeft fort), down to the loweft number^ 

In this ' branch -their fucctfs has been fo great, 

that they are extending their works, in order to 

ercft as many more looms as they at pfefent 

4K:ci»py. Here a good -deal is done in the fpin- 

nlhg *Bf* kfiitting^f (lockings, at the latter of 

whWt thte' inhabittnt^ aire very dexterous^ 

Theife* «re about lioo people in the pariih.. 

In this towii houfe-rents, wages, and living a|;e 

L 3 reaibnable- 
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reafonablc. Robert Barday of Urie^ £% who 
is one of the moft extenfive and beft farmera in 
Britain, rcfides near thb tovtrOi He has Iiro^gbc 
a mofl ufeful and beneficial breed of ihecp, and 
all forts of cattle to his eftate; and has fliewn 
an example worthy of iniiution to d» whole 
country. 



INFE RB rR VTE, KincarJine JBlre, 

A royal borough, and a fmall fea>port. A 
good deal is done here in the fiflung branch ; 
likewife knitting (lockings, and fpinning. for the 
Aberdeen tliread- merchants. In fhort, mduflry 
makes a much better appearance here than for- 
merly. 

LJURENCE'KIRK, Kincardine Jhtre, 

A pleaiant village, the proper^ of Lord Gar^ 
<ienftone, (Ituated in the How of the Mearns^ 
a fine fertile country. This village, owing to 
the remarkable attention of the proprietor,, may 
juflly cliallengip any other in Scotland £pr inv> 
provements and beauty, in the fame period of 
time. Here are two moft excellent joaivifadures 
eftabliihed, which are entirely new ia diis part 
cf the country : The one for making. Stodung- 
fuits of all colours and dimenfions^ Stockings of 

all 
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all kinds, and Broad-lace ; in which branches, 
the number of people .employed by the mafler 
of ^is manofaftory is' very considerable ; for he 
does not confine Jumfelf ta^i^oekmgs done in 
frainef ; bur^; to accommodate thofc who may 
rather chiife thein knit by the hand, he has a 
great many conftantly employed in knitting them, 
ail of which have Ukewife* given tmiverfal fatis- 
faOion ; The &tber. is » printing-field, where 
aU forts of linen and cotton cloths are whitened 
and ftuncd on At beft prindples, and the pat- 
terns fcdlo wed with the greateft exa&nefs; be* 
ing allowed to be equal to any of the kind done 
in BHtain* HancHcercbiefs, which is a great ar. 
tide at tlus fi/eld in the- Aamping way^ are rec^ 
koned cheap of the tooney, and> the patterns 
finely chofen and welt executed^ There is like* 
wife an- ingenious cabinet-maker aad^ houle-carft 
penter; a good fifiith; and, in Oiort, tradefmen 
of aU profellions, whofe increafe caules an aug^ 
mentation of houfes in the village every year. 
There- is alfo a. molb commodious and elegant- 
inn, built ai his lordihip's fole expence, for the 
accommodation of travellers ; and no better 
chaifes, horfes, or ufage can: b* defired any-* 
where. One thing> in particular^ I - muft take 
notice of, with regaird> to this tavern-; that there 
is a: library of .well chofen book4, calculated both 
for entertainment and initpQxFiiosB^ opento every 

traveller ; 
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traveller ; a moft agreeable circamaance to' f blcfi 
as have no companioa, and what i»nat to-be met 
^ith in any other inn that I ever .IumL mi oppoiw 
tunity of vKiting. Thefe are buta^few of the 
many conveniences with whicb this Jojaoc ViUagje 
is accommodated. In (hort, it is really forpntfing 
to fee what an agreeable change there is on the 
face of this country , within thefe feiKr years: lis. 
beauties are many, and its deiight&l Gtualion 
beyond defcriptbn^ The trees here, planted are 
thriving wonderfully ; and the hedges and iiu 
dofures, which are very extendve^ have a no 
lefs flourifhing appearance. Upon thefe Isti^ds 
there is a fine fpring of mineral water from iron 
or fleel, which turns black when fpirits are mix* 
ed with it ; and has been fonnd ufeful in many 
cafes. The noblemen, gentlemen, and fartnera 
over all thi$ country are very public- fpiri ted, and 
pay great attention to improvements, and pro- 
moting manufadures, &c. 

J HN 5HA V EN, Kinvardine^fl?ire, 

A large populous fifliing town, having twelve 

large boats and a number of fmall ones belonging. 

to it. The men are hardy^ and excellent fifhers, 

and the women very indofti;ious. Th^y fpin a 

^-deal of linen yarn for ths thread mariufac- 

jrdeen and Mootrofe^ befides knit* 

ting 
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wng ftocking$, and .manufitduring wooteb and 
bnen for their own home confumpc. ' : 



MONTROSE^ yingus-jhire, " 

An elcgantj neat, clcah royal borough, plea- 
fantly fituatccl on the baiiks of the South Elk, 
where there Is a good 'falrnon*fifTi?ngi much of 
which is kitted for the London ifharket, and dtiont 
1 860 barrels falted annually for foreign ccnfirrrtipt; 
Here is a good lafe harboui*, which "hai 'been 
greatly improved of late, by makhigit more con^ 
vcriient for the landing of goods, Sit^ A\tiszd&d: 
Ramfay, Provoft Chriilie, and fome other public* 
fpirited gentlemen^ have ene£b?d a-'wooien manu- 
factory, on a mofl liberal and judicious plan* 
Here rhey mdke foperfines, and woolen good'^ of 
all fabrics,- bn ithe beft principles, tvhidh xhej fell 
at a moderate profit, arid have vtet-y great de- 
mands on that account. - £v<ry peHon iA ikiU ao^ 
knowledges the quality of th^eir goocK to be equal 
to any made in -England. - They purchafe moft 
of their wool in the north, of England andibuth 
of Scotland. They ]3urdh!afed laft yeir i ooiAobci 
offipi^nijh, and:abdi;it\4oo iloncs-of. Srotsiaad 
£iiglifli> in the^ifianu&dluring 4>f .wl^bi tlfe^ 
employ- about f6 .'baiids.. • Thei'e ' are ihine ftotik* 
ing frames in the town ; the price of fpioning is 
from two (hillings and four-pence to three ihil- 
^ lings 
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culture and nianufa^ures, infilling prindples of 
virtue, leligion, and fobriety iiiio the people, 
who, in the whole parilh, amount to about 4500, 
and who are truly induDrtous. Houfe-reuts arc 
moderate, and feveral new and very fgbftantial 
ones are now building. Living b cheap, but 
wag^s hig^, on account of the fpioneri Jtaving 
got tbeir price much advanced. Her* i» a fine 
loch about two miles Jong, which is in great part 
drained, and in fome placet has a iine bed ci 
-flislUmarle,, »nd good pcat-mols, from which 
there is fuld yearly of marU and peats to the 
amount of 800 1. fterlJng'. It was the fole pro* 
perty of the late Lord Strathmore. The town 
affords tolerable buflnefs to two fmall breweries ; 
and there arc tea niafter flioe-makers in this 
town, who fend moft of their flioes for fale ta 
the Highlands. ■ ^ 

KIRRIEMUm, • ■ ■' 

A village, four mUet W. N; W. of PoffiM^B 
property of Mr Douglas of Douglas-. ^^b^^^^H 
pie in this place are adive and induflrioittri^^^H 
naniif^ure^ large quantities of C^dlta^^^^^H 
coaii'd.llufis for buckratos.; alaiofttUie^^^^^H 
which is Tent to die Dumire <h»tkgt . I^^^^^B 
of thefe goods maiiuTsciurmliail^^^^^^^^^H 
murket wceUy, whlc^Jtf^^^^^^^^^^^H 
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amount to about 350 1. Aerling, upon an average, 
throughout the year> 



CREENOCK, 



Has a tnoft comiBodious, fafe, and good liar> 
hour, with eighteen water at fpi-ing-iides, and a 
road in which all the navy of Britain may ride ; 
it it of eafy accefs, good bottom, and from five 
to fcvcn fathom water. This place is extremely 
well adapted for trade j and, indeed, the people 
who refide here make the heft ufe of their fitu- 
atlon; for ihey are induftrious, aflive, anil en- 
terprifmg. They have iiicreafed their rtiipping 
and fifbing-bufies to a great extent. There are 
about 14,000 tons of fliipping bt longing to this 
place, moftly employed in foreign trade, and one 
hundred fail of buffej juft now out upon the her- 
ripg-Sfliing: at a Medium, fifty tojis meafurc- 
Kigs caught on (his coaft 
i they cure them both 
led, extremely well, 

number of 
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of late years, and they continue to do fo; for 
there are fifteen good houfes building at prefent. 
Their fifhing-trade isafure fund of vi'ealth, and 
affords freight to their fhips to the Weft- Indies, 
and other foreign ports; and the returns of their 
herrijigs purchafe the produce of thofe countries; 
confequently a conGderabie revenue arifes to the 
crown* upon in^ortatioh of thefe goods. This 
town will foon become the great fea-port of the 
Weft. A double dry- dock is juft about to be 
-creded ; and every conveniency to promote aiKl 
forward their trade and operations, as to fitting 
out their fliips, are attended to with care and 
'precifion. — Here it may not be improper to give 
an account of Loch dues paid at paffing the Great 
Canal betivixt the Forth and the Clyde. 

Lo^it^^^-dues are four fhillings and eight- 
• pence, from fea-lock to Glafgow, per ton of 
, twenty cwt. or forty feet fquare. Freight three 
' (hillings and four-pence, four fhillings and two- 
pence, five fhillings, and feven (hillings and fix- 
pence, according as the goods are bulky. Car^ 
fage from the Canal to Glafgow, from one fhil- 
ling and eight-pence to two fliiU'.ngs and fix- 
pence per ton of twenty cwt. as above. 



t 



CO U ROCK. 
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C U R C K, 

A fm'all fca-port, t^i'o miles below Greenock, 
has an excellent harbour, both natural cjncl arti- 
ficial. This is a mod commodious place for the 
herring trade. Here is a large commodious ro*- 
pery juft eftabli/hed, and feveral red herring 
houfes. The greateft part of the merchants at 
Greenock, Crawford*** Dyke, and at this place; 
have had a fe a -education, moft of them having 
been fhip-mafters ; and, indeed, it is no lofs to a - 
man in trade to know that profeffioH, as it gives 
him an ictea oftheri(ksat fta, the way to freight 
fhips, and the proper method to fit out and navi*^ 
gate thefe fhips; with many other advantages 
too tedious* to enumerate. 

The firft red herrings that ever were ma^ele in 
Great Britain were cured here by a Mr Gibfon, 
who may juftly be ftyled the father of the trade 
of Glafgow,, and of all the w^ft coaft. His me- 
mory ought to be tranfmitted, with reverence, to- 
lateft pofterity*, whether we confider his public 
merit in this point of view, or admire him for his 
private virtues, his humanity and benevolence. 
It is a ftiame to this country that neither monu- 
ment nor infcription (lands to fave his memory 
from dark oblivion. He was a very capital mer- 

Ma chant 
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chant m thofe days; introduced traide where it 
had been a ftraiiger; and was pofleffed of fo 
much fortune; liberality, and innate goodnefs of 
hearty that makes me contraft him with Pope's 
Man of Rok, in order to wreft his memory 
from the grave, by quoting the charafter of this 
man, and applying the Foetus words to the Man 
of Gourock— 

Of debts and taKer, wife and children clear. 
This man pofiefsM— 'five hundred pounds a-year*. 
Bluihi grandeur, btulhi proud courta withdravK 

your blaze ! 
Ye little ftars t hide your dimiai(b*d rays* 

And what.^ no monument, infcription, ftone> 
His race, his form, his name almod unknown^ 

Who builds a church to God, and not to fame,. 
Will never mark the marble with his name. 

Enough that virtue fiU'd the fpace between ;. 

ProvM, by the ends of being, to have been. 

# * * 

But all our praifes why Ihould Lorda ingrofs ? 
Rife, honefl mufe ! and fing the man of Rofs t 
Pleas'd Vaga echoes thro' her winding bounds. 
And rapid Severn hoarfe applaufe refounds. 
Who hung with woods yon mountain's fultry 
brow? 

the dry rocks who bade the waters flow ? 

* # 
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Who taught that hcav'n-dircAed fpire to rife > 
** The Man of^ofs,^' each liiping babe replies. 
Behold the market- place with'poor o^erfpreadl 
The Man ofKo/s divides the weekly bread : 
He feeds yon ahns-houfe, neat^ but void of ftate. 
Where age and want fit fmiling at the gate : 
Him portion^ maids^ apprentic'd orphans bleft. 
The young who labour, and the old who reft* 
Is any fick > The Man of Ro/s relieves, 
rrcfcribes, attends, the med'cine mak^s and 

gives. 
Is there a variance? Enter but his door, 
Baulk'd are the courts, and contefl: is no more. 
Defp^iring quacks with curfes fled the place, . 
And vile attorneys, now an ufelefs race. 

Thrice happy man ! enabled to purfue 
What all fo wifli, but want the pow'r to do ! 
Oh fay, what fums-that gea'rous hand lUpply ? 
Wiiat mines to fwell that boundlefs charity? 



R T H S A r, 

• - - 

* 
A royal borough, the property of Lord 3 ate, 
in the Ifle of Bute, moft pleaQntly fituated. 
Here is a fiifo; commodious haibour, formed 
by nature and art. Th^ fifliing is the principal 
trade, and indeed t|ie moft capital objea for 
the mhabitaats, who, in genexal/ are extremely 

M 3 expert 
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expert at the bufinefs; in no wife inferiour to 
any in Great Britain or Ireland. The inhabi- 
tants are aJfo very dexterous at maldng netff, 
which are as foft and pliant as (ilk. They are 
niade^ too, with different fized meJheSy and fet 
according to the fize of the herrings, it being 
well known, that when, they firft come in, they 
are fmall, but gradually become larger as the 
feafon advances ; (o that', by a judicious ufe of 
nets of various mefhes, the people are fure to 
fucceed, if there be herrings on the coaft. 

About three months ago, there was an Eng- 
li(h engineer planning out the buildings, water- 
courfes, dams, and machinery for a large cotton*' 
fpioning manufaftory, to be eredted above the 
town, where the mills for beating lint formerly 
ftood, (about a quarter of a mile weft from the 
town). All the wheels are to go by water, 
and upwards of a hundred people^ young and 
old, are to be employed. The town and pa- 
rifli contain about 1200 peribns, who, in gene- 
ral, feem to be an illiberal, narrow-minded peo- 
pie, and fome of them ftrangers to urbanity 
and good manners : for, on my arrival at this 
place, on the i8th of April laft, I met with a 
number of the fiihermen, who carried me to 
Bailie M'Kinlay's, as being the beft inn in the 
town. On our entry into the houfe, we found 

the 
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the BaiKe bad betn taking a libatiofi in honoill* 
of Bacchus, which incapacitated hhn from riting 
from his two-arm chair, in which he had been 
paying his devotion to Somnus. After roufing 
him from bis intoxication^ he had fo much of 
the power of fpcech left, as to be able to teJI 
tts, that '' he had neither meat, drink, nor 
lodging ;" upon which, my boneft tars returned 
him a volley of imprecations, left him to the 
recovery of his diibrdered imagination, and.im- 
mediately tacked about, and (leered our courfe 
to a Mrs M*Nair's, where we got fafe into har- 
bour, met with a welcome reception, a tolerable 
good lodging, and fpent the eveuMig.ia innocent 
mirth and convivial recreation. 
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Has a fafe harbour, about fifteen feet water 
at fpring-tides. Here is an excellent dry-dock, 
and plenty of good ware-houfes for houfing to* 
bacco and other goods, very commodious and 
convenient. There are about 9000 tons of 
fhupping employed in foreign trade, and jdbout 
40 bufies at the herring-Hfhing, 50 tons each, 
at an average. This town is a burgh of ba- 
rony/ and contains about 6000 inhabitants. 
Thomas Keir, who whitens and cleanfes yarn 
below the common price, manufadores canvas 

of 
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of No. I. to No.: IV. all of hemp, which is 
efteemed by the fliip-mafters preferable to that 
made of flax, as it anf^ers every purpofe as 
well, and lafts much better. Tradefraen of all 
profciTions refort here for employment, but 
Greenock has interfered with them of late years. 
litre is the principal cuftom-boufe for difpatck 
of bu(inef9« Houfe-rents are high, living dear. 
There are about four fathoms water In the road 
at low water. 



DUMBARTON, 

A roy J borough, and fafe fea-port, though- 
the accefs is narrow. This town is pleafantl^r 
fituated at the mouth of the Leven. 'Here is 
a fine falmon-fifhing ; and fifti of all forts are 
/good and plenty, both of fait and frefh water. 
There wefe lately erefted here a bottle-houfe 
and pottery. Several bufles were out laft fea- 
fon on the herring-fifh'mg. Houfe-rentS are- 
moderate, living dieap. The cattle, being of 
old ftanding, makes a very romantic appearance^ 
afid adds to the pleafant profpecl of the countryv 



CHAP: 
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CHAP. K. 

SEC T. I. 

Containing a Traverse through the Jfated 
places ofFi/hing in the Highlands and Weftern 
IJleSf Ore. ; Remarks on the Situation cfthefe 
Sea-pcrts; the number of Shipping employed ;^ 
their Tonnage ; Jhe Nature and Extent of 
the different Branches of Commerce carried 
on in each, interfperfed with other curi$ttr 
and interefting Articles. 

ON Friday loth April 177S at noon, I left" 
Edinburgh; and arrived at Linlithgow at 
three, p. m. where there is a fine 
piece of water called Lithgow loch, Linlithgow. 
in which are found excellent trouts, 
and a number of other frefli water fifh good of 
their kinds. His Grace the Duke of Hamilton^ 
whole property it Is, has lately given Bailie Ken- 
noway (the Board's ftamp-mafter) the liberty of 
fiOiing in all the loch. The Duke, being much 
refpedcd, raifed here a number of brave hardy 
men for his regiment. — -Trade and manufadures, 
as I'bave already obfcrvcd (page 29.) areprof- 
pering in this place. 

Leaving 
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Leaving Linlithgow at fevenf in the evening, I 
arrived at Falkirk ; and after having vlHted^ with 

pTeafure and fatisfadtion^ the great 

Falkirk, works of the Carron Company, which 

. have been* of immenfe. fervice to all 

this part of the country, on Saturddy the nth 

of April 1 reached Stirling (fee page 28.), and. 

paid a vifit to James Young and fe- 
Stirling. veral other manufa^urers^ all of 

whom are in a very profperous way, 
as may be gathered from their increafing their 
work-(hops, utenfils, &c. ; and find no difficulty 
in procuring, fale for their commodities* The 
falmon-fifhing at thb place is a confiderable ob- 
jcA, and of great fervice to the town and neigh- 
bourhood, in keeping down the price of provi- 
fions, and brining a confiderable fum of money 
' into the country. Their trouts arc alfo very ex- 
cellent. The view from the caftle-hill and bridge 
of Stirling, of the Terpentine windings of the ri- 
¥er Forth, and the adjacent country around, is 
delightful beyond defcription, requiring the pen 
of a Thomfon to give a faint idea of the beauties 
of the profpe^,. 

At two p. m. I left this delightful ipot, and 
proceeded to Glafgow (fee page 23.) along the 

fide of the great Canal ; it is a pleaf- 
Clafgow. ing objeft, and promifes great, and 

lading advantages to the trade and 
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naerce of this iflatid. At nine in the evening I 
4irriv#d at Glafgow, and lodged with my wor- 
thy, public-fpirited friend Mr William Brown, 
fuperlatively eminent in his bufinefs of afkinner 
and glover y and the various branches of that 
trade. After hearing divine fervice on Sabbath 
morning, I dined with Dr Cummin, Profeffor^f 
Oriental Languages, a gentleman highly efteem- 
ed for his learning, politenefs, and a£fability, fgn 
of the late Dr Patrick Cummin, of Edinburgh. 

On Monday the .13th of April I waited on fc- 
veral of my old friends, who introduced me to 
many of the refpedable merchants of this city, 
who are principally concerned in the fiihing trade, 
with whomli^had Tome conferences on the fub» 
jedl ; but not being fo well acquainted with the 
praftical part of it as their partners at Port- 
-Glafgow'and Greenock, they referred me to 
them for more particular information. 

Meffrs John Glafsford and Company, with 
other public-fpirited merchants, have juft now 
finiihed a moft coAimodious and extenfive builds 
ing, for cvrying on the maBufa^ure of cudbear ^ 
which I hope will bg as beneficial to them as it 
will be of real advantage to the country. This 
dye-ftuff is -made from fimple materials, the pro- 
duce of this country^ and will anfwer of itfelf to 



dye 
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djre many colourt to perfeAion. Befide s^ where 
indigo^ cochineal, and argil '{coftly articles from 
abroad) are wanted, to m^e fcarlets, blues, and 
ittcb orticr colours as cannot be cffe Aed with cud- 
bear alone, this ufeful dye, bemg mixed with 
Hicfe, wdU lave full half the quantity to the dyer ; 
ib that much money will be. faved to the country 
in general, and to the manufaSur^ in particn^ 
lar. Upon the whole, it is d^ult to fay bow 
far die ufefuioefs of this chymical berb may be 
carried, as labour is the chief expence that at^ 
tends its preparation. 

The material from whtch it is made was 
iKTer thought to be of the fmatleft value, till 
Mr Cuthbert Gordon, by great labour and affi- 
daity, inveftigated its latent valuable properties, 
and who h^s the fole merit of bringing it to a 
degree of perfedion hitherto unknown in Eu- 
rope, reflediDg the greateft honour on his {kill 
and ingenuity. This manufacture is carried on 
under his direction ; and left the art (hould be 
loft, he has difcovcred the fecret to a company 
of merchants, who have not only given him an 
immediate gratuity, but have alfo admitted Iiim 
a partner in this lucrative branch. As its great 
ufe is now generally known, the demand muft 
gradually increafe, being called for in many 
parts of England as well as in Scotland. . 

After 
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After dewing the ground planned out for a 
new and fpacious> ftreet from the middle of Ha* 
vannah-ftreet to the oppofite dde, in a N. £• 
direction, towards the place where the cudbear 
works are ereded^ I left tliis elegant city on 
Wednefday the 15th Aprll^ at eleven a, m. and 
arrived at Port-Glafgow, (fee 
P. 139.) at three p, m where, Fort-Clafgow. 
waiting on Robert Jamicfon, 
the Board's cure-mafler, (who is a fendblr, well 
behaved man, and who feems to be pretty well 
acqu;unted with the herring- fiOiing), I procured 
from him a diftin^ account of its progrefs and 
fuccefs. I was in company with fevcral of the 
trader* who converfed with eafe and propriety 
on the fifticrics in general, and the expediency of 
tlie bounty bring continued: In 1777, they fit- 
ted out 21 buflcsof 873 tons, fliipped 5861 bar- 
rels, and'5100 bufhels of fait. The quantity of 
kerrhigs exported from the 5ih of April 1777, 
to the 5th of April 1778, was 5752 barrels, be- 
(ides no incondde'rable number for home con- 
fjmpt. 

On Thurfday the i6th of April I arrived at 
Greenock (fee P. 133 ), infpcded the herrings 
that were (hipping, and ^took parti- 
cular notice of the cafks in which Greenock, 
they were packed. 1 be (tagnation 

Vol. II. N cf 
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expert at the bufinefs; in no wife inferiour to 
tiny in Great Britain or Ireland. The inhabi- 
tants are alfo ver^r dexterous at maldng netff^ 
which are as foft and pliant as (Uk. They are 
made, too, with difFerent fized fnejies, and fet 
according to the fize of the herrings, it being 
well known, that when, they firft come in, they 
are fmall, but gradually become larger as the 
feafo.i advances ; Co that; by a judicious ufe of 
nets of various mefhes, the people are fure ta 
fucceed, if there be herrings on the coaft. 

About three months ago, there was an Eng- 
lifh engineer planning out the buildmgs, water- 
couifes, dams, and machinery for a large cotton " 
fpianing manufactory, to be eredted above the 
town, where the mills for beating lint formerly 
ftood, (about a quarter of a mile weft from the 
town). All the wheels are to go by water, 
and upwards of a hundred people, young and 
old, are to be employed. The town and pa- 
rifli contain about 1200 peribns, who, in gene- 
ral, fcem to be an illiberal, narrow-minded peo- 
ple, and fome of them ftr angers to urbanity 
and good manners : for, on my arrival at this 
place,* on the i8th of April laft, I met with a 
number of the fifliermen, who carried me to 
Bailie M'Kinlay's, as being die befl: inn in the 
town. On our entry into the houfe^ we found 

the 
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the Bailie had be«n taking a libatiofi in honour 
of Bacchnsy which incapacitated htm frcHn rifing 
fi-oni his two-arm chair, in which he had been 
paying his devotion to Somnus. After roufing 
him from bts intoxication^ he bad fo much of 
the power of fpeech left, as to be able to tell 
Bs, that ^' he had neither roeat^ drink, nor 
lodging ;" upon which, my honefl tars returned 
him a volley of imprecations, left him to the 
recovery of his difbrdered imagination, and im- 
mediately tacked about, and fteered our courfe 
to a Mrs M*Nair's, where we got fafe into har- 
bour, met with a welcome reception, a tolerable 
good lodging, and fpent the eveniug.in innocent 
mirth and convivial recreation. 
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Has a fafe harbour, about fifteen feet water 
at fprmg-tides. Here is an excellent dry-dock^ 
and plenty of good ware-houfes fdr houfing to* 
bacco and other goods, veiy commodious and 
convenient. There are about 9000 tons of 
ihipping employed in foreign trade, and jabout 
40 bufles at the herring-fifhing, 50 tons each, 
at an average. This town is a burgh of ba- 
rony/ and contains about 6000 inhabitants. 
Thomas Keir, who whitens and cleanfes yarn 
below the cozmnon price, manafadures canvas 

of 



I40 ESSAYS ON T^E TRADE 

of No. I. to No.. IV. all of hemp, which is 
cfteemed by the (hip-mHfters preferable to that 
made of flax, as it anfwvers every piirpofe as 
well, and lafts much better. Tradefraen of s\ll 
profeffions rcfort here for employment, but 
Greenock has interfered with them of late; years. 
Here is the principal cuftom-boufe for difpatch. 
of bufinefs. Houfe- rents are high, living dear. 
There are about four fathoms water in the road 
at low water. 



DUMBARTON, 

A royal borough, and fafe fea-port, though. 
the accefs is narrow. This town is pleafantlj^ 
(ituated at the mouchof the Leven. 'Here is 
a fine falmon-fifhing ; and fifh of all (brts are 
#good and plenty, both of fait and frefli water. 
There wefe lately erefted here a bottle-houfe 
and pottery. Several bufles were out laft fea- 
fon on the herring-fifhmg. Houfe-rent^ are 
moderate, living dicap. The caftle, being of 
old ftanding, makes a very romantic appearance^ 
and adds to the plcafant pofpeft of the country-. 



CHAP: 
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CHAP. n. 



S E C T. I. 

Containing a Traterse through the fiatei 
places ofFiJhing in the Highlands and Wejlern 
IJles^ 5rc. ; Refnarks on the Situation tfihefe 
Sea-pcrts ; the number of Shipping employed;- 
their Tomiage ; 'the feature and Extent of 
the different Branches of Commerce carried 
on in each J interfperfed with other curi%iit 
and interefling Articles. 

O'N Friday 10th April 177JJ at noon, I left' 
Edinburgh, and arrived at Unlitbgow at 
three, p» m* where there is a fine 
piece of water called Lithgow loch, Unlit hgom, 
in which are found excellent trouts, 
and a number of other frefh water fiih good of 
their kinds. His Grace the Duke of Hamilton^ 
whole property it Is, has lately given Bailie Ken- 
noway (the Board's ftamp-maftcr) the liberty of 
fifliing in all the loch. The Duke, being much 
refpeded, raifed here a number of brave hardy 
men for Ms re^mcnt. — ^Trade and manufadures, 
as I'have already obfcrvcd (page 29.) areprof- 
pering in this place. 

Leaving 
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Leaving Linlithgow at fevcnf in the evening, I 
arrived at Falkirk ; and after having vifited, with 

pTeafure and fatisfadtion^ the great 

Falkirk, works of the Carron Company, which 

/ have been* of immenfe fervice to all 

this part of the country, on Saturday the nth 

of April 1 reached Stirling (fee page 28.), and 

paid a vifit to James Young and fe- 
Stirling, vera! other manufacturers^ all of 

whom arc in a very profperous way, 
as may be gathered from their increafing their 
work-fbops, utenfils, &c. ; and find no difficulty 
in procuring, fale for their commodities* The 
falmon-fijfhing at this place is a confiderable ob* 
jcd, and of great fervice to the town and neigh- 
bourhood, in keeping down the price of provi- 
fions, and bringing a confiderable fum of money 
' into the country. Their trouts arc alfo very ex- 
cellent. The view from the caftlc-hill and bridge 
of Stirling, of the ferpentine windings of the ri- 
ner Forth, and the adjacent country around, is 
delightful beyond defcription, requiring the pen 
of a Thomfon to give a faint idea of the beauties 
qf the profpeft*. 



At two p. m. I left this delightful (pot, and 
proceeded to Glafgow (fee page 23.) along the 

fide of the great Canal ; it is a pleaf- 
Clafgow. ing objeft, and promifes great and 

lafting advantages to the trade and 
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•ttierce of this iflatad. At nine in the icvening I 
•arrivtd at Glafgow^ and lodged with my wor- 
thy, public-fpirited friend Mr William Brown^ 
fuperlatively eminent in bis buiinefs of afkinttor 
and glover, and' the various branches of that 
trade. After hearing divine fervice on Sabbath 
morning, I dined with Dr Cummin, Profeflbr^f 
Oriental Languages, a gentleman highly efteem- 
ed for his learning, poliienefs, and aflFability, f^Mi 
of the late Dr Patridc Cummin, of Edinburgh* 

On Monday the J3th of April I waited on fe- 
deral of my old friends, who introduced me to 
many of the refpe^able merchants of this city, 
who are prmcipally concerned in the fifhing trade, 
. with whomlvhad fbme conferences on the fub- 
jed ; but not being fo well acquainted with the 
practical part of it as their partners at Port- 
<31afgow'and Greenodc, they referred me to 
them for more particular information* 

Meffrs John Glafsford and Company, with 
other public-fpirited merchants, have juft now 
finiihed a moft coi!mnodious and extenfive build- 
ing, for -cvrying on the manufafture oi cudbear , 
which I hope will bg as beneficial to them as it 
will be of real advantage to the country. This 
dye-ftuflF is .made from (imple materials, the pro- 
duce of this country^ and will anfwer of itfelf to 

dye 
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iy€ many colours to pevfc&on. Befides, where 
indigo, cochineal, and argil '{coftly articles From 
abroad) are wanted, to mdce fcarlets, blues, and 
fttch-otiittr colours as cannot be cfiefted with cud- 
bear alone, this ufeful dye^ being mixed with 
liMfey wdU fave full half the quantity to the dyer ; 
foihat nrnch money will be. faved to the country 
in general, and to the manufadurer in partico^* 
lar. Upon the whole, it is d^nlt to fay how 
far die ufefdoefs of this chymical herb may be 
can-ied, as labour is the chief expence that at^ 
tends its preparation. 

The material from which it is made was 
sever thought to be of the fmalleft value, till 
Mr Cuthbert Gordon, by great labour and afC- 
tlaity, inveftigated its latent valuable properties, 
and who h^s the fole merit of bringing it to a 
degree of perfedion hitherto unknown in £u« 
rope, refleding the greateft honour ao his ikill 
and ingenuity. This manufadure is carried on 
under his direflion *, and left the ai*t fhould be 
loft, he has difcovered the fecret to a company 
<rf merchants, who have not only given him an 
immediate gratuity, but have alfo admitted him 
a partner in this lucrative branch. As its great 
ufe is now generally known, the demand muft 
gradually increafe, being called for in many 
parts of England as well as in Scotland. . 

After 
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After viewing the ground planned out for a 
new and fpacious) ftreet from the middle of Ha* 
vannah-ftreet to the oppofite fide^ in a N. £• 
diredion^ towards the place where the cudbear 
works are ereded^ I left tliis elegant city on 
Wednefday the I5ch Aprils at eleven a, m. and 
arrived at Port-Glafgow, (fee 
P. 139.) at three p, m where, Fort-Cla/gow. 
waiting on Robert Jamicfon, 
the Board's cure-mafler, (who is a fenfiblr, well 
behaved man^ and who feems to be pretty well 
acqu;unted with the herring- fifhing), I procured 
from him a diftin^ account of its progrefs and 
fuccefs. I was in company with fevcral of the 
traders who converged with eafe and propriety 
on the fifhcries m general, and the expediency of 
the bounty bricg continued: In 1777, they fit- 
ted out 21 buflesof 873 tons, fliipped 5861 bar* 
rels, and '5 1 00 bufhels of fait. The quantity of 
kerrhigs exported from the 5th of April 1777, 
to the 5th of April 1778, was 5752 barrels, be- 
(ides no bconfide'rable number for home con^- 
iumpt. 

On Thurfday the i6th of April I arrived at 
Greenock (fee P. 133 ), infpeded the herrings 
ihit were (hipping, and took parti« 
cular notice of the caflcs in which Greenock, 
they were packed, 1 lie (tagnaiion 

Vol. II. N cf 
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of the Auierican trade has caufed a fcarcity of 
fpodftavesn The (laves from Dantzick^ from 
which place they are mofily fupplied at pre fen t, 
4ire rather too flight to bear the weight of three 
or four tiers of herring barrels^ (lowed above one 
another^ or^ indeed^ heavy goods of any kind. The 
calks, in this ftate, on a long voyage are very 
liable to drain, and confequently to let the 
pickle out, which event muft evidently fpoil the 
herrings, and render them unfit for fale. Every 
n^ceflary precaution, therefore, ihould be taken 
to. prevent fuch an accident from happening. 

To give a faint idea of the increafe and im- 
portance of this trade, I need only mention, that 
from the 6th of April 1777, to the 6th of April 
J 778, inclufive, there were 23058 barrels of 
herrings fhipped from this port, and really ex- 
ported to foreign parts : — The quantity entered 
at the cuftom-houfe for inland fale was 4458 
barrels, befides 949 barrels fent coaftvvife, each 
barrel containing 311 gallons Engliih wine mea- 
fure, holding from feven to nine hundred her- 
rings, according to their fize of fix fcore to the 
hundred. 

Mr John Lindfey, and the Meflrs Buchanans 
and Compar.y, carry on a great £(hxng trade, 

and 
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and are extenOve dealers to the Wei* Indies 
and other foreign parts. 

At this place I liired the (hopj the Peggy, of 
about thirteen lafts burden^ to traverfe my whole 
voyage^ finding it would be difficult, at this time,, 
to procure a conveyance from one filhing port 
in the Highlands to another. When I had fur« 
iiilhed my (lores, and procured fome fait, a fev 
calks, and fifliing lines, (for we were determined 
to try our fortune in the fiiheiy, during our tra^ 
verfe), on Saturday the 13th April, at noon, 
we fet fail for Rothfay (fee P. 1 34*), 
in the ifle of Bute, thither we ar- Rotb/ay* 
rived at ten J>. m. On Sunday I 
dined at niy good friend's Mr Duncan McMillan 
of Mount Stitart, a moft delightful place, but 
too much negleded^ As this is the Luton^boo of 
Scotland, I hope the time will come when more 
attention will be paid to fuch a terreftrial para- 
dlfe. Notwitbftandmg^the rents are much railed 
in this quarter, the farmers are by no means 
hui't by it, as the produce of the Hfheries, which 
is greatly incrcafed, enables them to pay what, 
other wife, they could by no means afford. 

On Monday the 20th> at ten a^ m. I return- 
td to Rothfay ; but the wind being againft my 
courfe, it was noon before 1 made the port. — 

N 2. Here, 
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Hu-e, meeting with mod of the traders in the 
fiibing line, I found they had had much pradtice 
and experience^ and were, in geperal, intelligent^ 
but pretty much divided in point of fentiment 
and opinion as to Yhe ways and means this 
great objed (hould be carried on and profecuted, 
to the general advantage of the whole, body of 
adventurers; particularly with regard to alcer- 
raining the moft f^ilutary mode of continuing the 
bounty, fhculd government be pleafcd ta renew 
it, or be diipofed to KAen to any alteration that 
might be pointed but. In the courfe of this con- 
verfation, many judicious hipts were tliffown oiit 
by them, not only with regard to the bpunty^, 
but alfo as to the Trade, Commerce, and 
Filheries of thefe coafls. — 1 took the liberty to 
prefcnt them wi:h a memorial, which, to me, 
appeared a rational plan. I requefted them to 
pcrufe it attentively, and, if it coincided with 
their opinion, to get it printed, an^ to fen4 
copies to all the Commiflioners of the Honourable 
Board of Truftees, to the Prcfes of the Royd 
Boroughs, and to their annual committee, that 
it might be laid before the annual convention 
for their approbation, aid, and fupport, and from 
them fcnt officially to Parliament, praying the 
bounty might be continued under certain regu- 
lations and alterations, for the fupport of tins 
great national dbjefl, the Fifheries, on the weft 

coafl 
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coaft of Scotland; and that not only for pickled 
and reddened herrings, but for cod, ling, and 
all other kinds of filh fit for the food of man. 

\ 

It were needlefs to obfervc, that the over- 
plus, after fupplying ourfelves, are beneficially 
exported into foreign countries, in exchange for 
which we bring home fuch commodities as wc 
either cannot do without, or for the production 
of which kind nature has not blefied us with 
foil and climate, and that upon the mod mode- 
rate term% while it greatly increafes the revenue 
of the kingdom. In fhort, the fwarms of fifli 
on all our coaflis and inlets, called lochs^ (night 
be made of more advantage to the nation, than 
all the Newfoundland trade, and, I had almoft 
faid, all the North American trade put toge- 
ther. 

The Qumber of merchants and fhip-maflers, 
all of whom are adventurers, is pretty confide- 
rable for the extent of the place. Twenty 
buffes were then in the harbour, and ready to 
fit out ; the average tonnage of each bufs was 
44 tons, King's meafuretpent. The men^ wo- 
men, boys/ and girls, who are employed in car- 
rying on all the various operations, from the 
tough materials, hemp and (laves, to the bring- 
ing of the fifh to market, is about 42 j, without 

N 3 iricludincr 
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iaduding 230 good. hardy failors; all inhabi- 
tants of the Ifle of Bute. The fuccefs of the 
fifl^cries, and this done^ has raifed the value of 
lauds here threefold; and if the Hihing were 
not to be profecuted with the fame fpirit and 
alacrity^ rents would immediately fall to their 
former low rate. . 

I muft not forget to mention, that alraoft the 
whcle of the traders agree, that the buffcs built 
here by James Stuart and others, of clinked 
vjork, that is, the planks on the outfide of the 
\c!k\ over-lapping, or over-laying one another,,, 
and rivetted with nails, fail fader than ihbfe of 
a different conftriiction, get eaOly to windward^ • 
and, by this mean, out of one loch into another 
with facility and expedition ; whereas, veffcls. 
built in the ordinary way, that is, with the 
phnks joined to each other, called by failors^ 
garvel workj will not turn to windward, where- 
by they often lofe their fifliing, while veffels 
conftrufted upon the firft- mentioned plan, make 
their paflage and cargoes* 

At firft I was at a lofs how to account for 
this ; but upon refledion, after a nice examina- 
tion of the two veffiflsp and their workmanlhip, 
it occurred to me, that thefe clinked bujprs, not 
tcing fo ftrongly bound as the others, and Icfs 

timbered^. 
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timbered^ yield a little to the preflTure of the 
water ; and^ Ukewifej, that the fmall out-jettings 
of the planks caufes the veiTel to fall eafler^ and 
rife quicker to the fea, than one of thofe plain- 
bottomed veffcb, called garvel-bmlt. It fhould^ 
however, be remarked, that thefe laft-mention- 
ed {hips are ftronger and more durable than the 
former ; but then the quick-failing boats have 
the beft chance for fucceeding in the fifhing, by 
changing their ground as the fiOi fwim^ while 
the others muft remaia m the loch.. 

The good clFeds of the eftabliftiment of the 
filheries in th« Highlands and Wedern Ides will 
appear from the following narration of fa£U.— • 
Within thefe ten years, the people in general, 
on thefe- coafts, particularly the lower clafs, 
have been gradually emerging from ignorance 
and barbarity, in which they had been long 
trammeled by their extreme poverty* About 
the above period, nothing was more common, 
than to meet with mafters of veflels who could 
not write their names in legible characters, to- 
tally unfit for epiftolary correfpondence, and 
unacquainted with the principles of that art^ 
Navigation, by wliich they Earned tf.eir daily 
{ubfiftence ; whereas, now, (ince the eftablifh- 
ment of the fiflieries^ by a fmall circulation of 
money among thcm;^ the name of which only 

was 
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was familiar to them ; I fay, by a fmall circula-^ 
tion of money among them, and tlieir indefati-* 
gable induftry, many adults of both fcxes.have 
applie'd themferves with unremitting pcrfeve- 
rance to acquire a common education fo necef- 
I l*ary to carry them through the world, efperially 
where trade and commerce are ever fo little 
concerned; and parents, fenfiblepf the neceflity 
of accomplifhing this when young; are happily 
enabled to get their children inftrufted, not 
only in the principles of the Chriftian religion, . 
but alfo to read, write, caft ^ccompts, and, in 
fliort, fuch an education as may qualify thenr 
for the common purpofes of life ; and thofe de- 
signed for fea, the art of navigation. — So that, 
at prefent, a mafter of a vcflel, who is not able 
to write to the owners or his correfpondents a 
diiflindt account of what he is about when from 
home, is heartily defpifed. But, I am happy to 
fay, that in (lead of {landing under this predica- 
ment, they are able to tranfcribe their fenti- 
ments concerning the filhing, to keep regular 
journals, an account of the fhip*s reckoning, 
and navigate, y^r«;;</*/77i arUm, to foreign paris. 

I am next-^to take notice of a peculiar hard- 
fhip, under which the people here have long 
laboured : I mean refpedling the duty on 
coals, which is levied with the utaaofl rigour 

and 
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aiid exactneffl^ The coaft-bonds, with freight 
and charges^ fwell -the price of coals double 
what is paid for this neceflary comaiodicy in 
Edinburgh and.Glafgow. 1 have long thought 
coaft-bonds very opprcffive, but in no inftance 
fo much as in the article alhid^d to. For it is 
well known, that coals are brought chiefly in 
open boats, that do not carry above two or three 
tons at a time ; and tliis coait-bond, wich other 
contingent expences, cofls no lefs a fum than 
eight (liillings and fixpence, which fometimes 
happens to^be more than, often equal to, the 
£rft coft of the coals. This is a grievance that 
calls loudly for redrcfs. Is it not very remark- 
able, that neither Lord Bute, nor any people 
of property in this ifland, or lands adjacent, pay 
the coal duty ? and yet, this unreafonable, I 
had almoft faid, this illegal impoft is exaded 
from all merchants, ihtp-maders, fifliers, and 
poor people, who are the very fupport of the 
larded gentlemen. The trial oii this head 
brought foQie time ago before the Court of Ex- 
chequer, I am told, was neither prc^rly repre- 
fented, nor fufficiently fupported. It never 
came to a trial by jury, but was referred to the 
fole opinion of the Court ; and from fome acci' 
dental cir'cuni/fances, and fome flight difagrce- 
ment among the parties, mto which they were 
led by a revenue-ofBcer| thefe innocent people 

loft 
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loft their caufe, through their want of circum- 
fpedtion^ by confiding in a man who efponfed 
principles inimical to the trade and'c9nimerce of 
this country. 

The town of Rothfay, which has a fine old 
ruin, called Rothfay-Caftle; of great apiiquity, 
has not only increafed very much of late in itis 
(hipping, but buildings are alfo multiplied fince 
the herring fifhihg bounty commenced. It ap- 
pears from the cuftomhoufe books, that there 
were brought into this port in the fummer and 
winter fifhing of 1777, by the bufles fitted out 
here, and belonging to the people of Bute, 4409 
barrels of well cured herrings, on the bounty ; 
and by (itiall vefleb fitted out, not on the bounty, 
about 1000 barrels. I am forry, however, to 
remark, that the fifliermen are unemployed from 
the ift of February to the ift of June, a time 
too long for perfons in their narrow circuraftan- 
CCS to remain idle; and that too at the very in- 
terval when the cod and ling fifliing are quite ift 
feafon. If a proper bounty were giv^ to this 
fpccies of fifhing, it would undoubtedly be of 
much fervice to the country, and add greatly to 
the ftrength and revenue of the kbgdom. 

On Friday 24th April, at eight a. m. I fet 
-fail from Rothfay in my floop; fine weather, 

wind 
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wind N. E. fleered S. S. W. to the fouth point 
of Arran * : I then hauled up W. and by N. 
and W. N. W, for Campbeltown* In our courfc 
we were boarded by Mr Stuart's injprefs ten- 
der ; but he no fooner knew the commiffion I 
had received from the Honourable Board of 
Truftees, and the bufinefs I was about; than he, 
in place of giving me any obftruffion, ma^e of- 
fer of liis ^fliftance to promote fo valuable a 
branch of trade, remarking, with great proprie- 
ty, that ihe fiflieries on this coaft are excellent 
nurferies for, and produce more hardy feamen 
than all the reft of the trade and navigation in 
this part of the country.' 

At nine p, m. we anchored in Campbeltown 
bay, in four fathom water. Nature has been 
very indulgent to this port, hav- 
ing an excellent harbour, de- Camfhltown* 
lightfully fituated for Trade, 
Fiflieries and Manufadures, and a' good country, 
all around. The inhabitants, who have coal at 

hand. 



♦ There is a goodfijhing bank inhich Jiretches 
from the South Eajt point of Arran to Rock I flay, 
and from thence almojl over to the toaftofAyrJ 
Good ling and cod are caught on this bank, with 
variety offmaller kinHs offijh* 
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hand, have a fiae opening to all Europe^ and, 
indeed^ to every part of the known world. 

At five a. m. wind N. £• I arrived at Camp* 
beltown in Kintyre, a royal borough. When I 
came on fhore, I found moft of the inhabitants 
were dill in bed, as their doors remained (hut ; 
but in my ambidatory furyey of the town, I met 
with fome of my brother ieamen taking their 
quarter>deck walk ; for it is to be obferved, that 
nbtwithftanding a failor may have the opportu- 
nity of a fine road for the fpace pf . a mile,, yet, 
fo powerful is cuftom, that he feldom walks fur- 
ther th^n the length of the fliip's deck, to which 
he has been accuflbmed in the coiirfe of his bu- 
finefs. 

The town of Campbeltown, has increafed con* 
(iderably fince the commencement of .the bounty 
on the herring fifhing, it being the principal 
place of rendezvous for the bqfles. The tonnage 
of their (hipping is now ten to one what it was 
a few years ago, confequcnily the number of 
Tailors^ carpenters, coopers, and, iii (hort, all 
ranks of people have multiplied in the fame pro- 
portion. Trade, commerce and manufadlures ; 
induftry, humanity, friendihip and benevolence, 
dwell and (lourifh anjong the inhabitants of this 
happy town and neighbourhood, who, from the 

• profits 
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profits of the fifheries, procure all the converii- 
cncies, and enjoy all the comforts that can be 
wanted or wifhed for In this tranfitory life. 
Such are the good effefls stifing from the fifh- 
itig in this part ; and fuch will continue to be 
the happy confequetces wherever they are efla- 
blilhed, if the bounty were continued under cer- 
tain regulations, amd due attention paid to this 
favouiite chHd, who, though now out of leading 
JlringSydxW requires fonie foftering care to bring 
him to a ftate of maturity : Then will Brttannta 
be the umpire of the fea, and be rendered the 
firft commercial and mod poweiful nation in 
Europe. 

In tile forenoon! had a vifit froih my old ac- 
quaintance Provoft William M'Kinlay, with 
whom I had axonvcrfatfon refpefting the fiflie- 
ries. From his great praftice and experience 
hi this matter, being Other wife a fenfiWe, intclli-' 
gent man, he difplayed a perfedl knowledge in 
the trade of this part of the country ; and his 
• dbfcrvations on the bounty were fraught with 
a great deal of good fenfe ar.d found re afoning. 
He is of opinion, that if a moderate premium 
were giveri on our red and ling fiihing, they tauil 
neceflarily fucceed in the fame proportion that 
has attended the herring fifhing ; and he, and 
Provoft Francis Farqiiharfon, a fenfible, polite. 
Vol. II. b well- 
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u-ell-bred man, and who has the iatereft of his 
country modi at heart, aflert with great confi- 
tl<;nce, that if government were to give the 
bounty to finall boats ai^d vtffcls (not at pre- 
fent included in the adl), that catch and cure 
filh of every fpecies, but particularly herrings^ 
the fifhing trade would be increafed to a fur- 
prifiDg extent, and would aDfwer every wife 
purppfe for which the legiflature had granteil 
the bounty. 

The vaft incrcafe of veffels belonging to this 
port, within a ihort time, is truly flattering. 
Thirty years ago there v< ere only four fail be* 
longing to Campbeltown ; whereas, the number 
of bufles, on the bounty, lalt feafon, that fitted 
out ar, and failed from, and belong to, this 
port, were 62 ; their tonnage, kingV meafure- 
ment, 3305 tons, manned with 7J17 good failors.; 
and the bounty paid to thefebuffes amounted to 
4957 1. S^' fterling. 

The bufles that belonged to other ports, but 
which rendezyoufed here, were 138 j burden 
6383 tons; manned with 1493 feamen, to which 
vcflels the bounty paid amounted to (^§75^* 5 '• 
Aerling, the bed beftowed public money th^t 
ever was -applied ; and it is enough to put place-. 

men. 
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men, pcnfijiiers, and receivers of douceurs out 
of countenance. 

From the books of the Cuftom houfe, I can 
inforni my readers, that from the 5th of April 
1777 to 5th April 1778, ihere were 10,847 
barrels of herrings cured and dried ; and 929 cwt. 
2 qrs. 6 hb. of cod and ling fifli ; of which 837 7 
barrels, and 1 1 half barrels were exported ; 
2204 barrels of herrings, and 213 cwt. of dried 
flih were ijsnt coaftwife ; and 245 baiTels of 
herrings entered for home confumpcion. Pr oTOft 
WiUian^ Finlay informed me, that for £bme yeara 
pad no Iwfs a fum thaa eight hundied pounds 
ilerhng per annum, has been pakl to boys ana 
girls, in and about- Campbeltown^ for dreiling 
hemp for the ufe of the bufles there, fpinning 
tvvtne, and making and knitting the nets; a fum 
£a£cient.of jtfelf.to (hew to what height of im« 
portance the. fifhiog trade is already arrived. 

If I- might be indulged in a digreHion from 
my priiicipal fubje^t, I could inforoi my readers 
that advice was jece.ived at Campbeltown on 
Monday the 27th of April, from Colledor Logie 
at Stranraer, and Captain Crawford of the Cam- 
braes cutter, that an American privateer called 
the Ranger, Captain Jones, of i& fix pounders, 
aj\d 140 men, had taken, his Majefl^'s Hoop the 

O 2 Diake, 
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Pfiike^ and feveral other veflels on this coaft ;. 
and that Jones had landed at low. water ; that> 
with his own hands, he had fet fire to the ihip- 
piigin Whitehaven harbour, .and had like>vife 
pillaged Lord Sclkirk*s houfe of all the plate and 
T5v|u3ble furniture. On receipt of this news tlie 
town of Campbeltown was in an alarm, particu* 
larly as the inhabitants had no arms wherewith 
to defend ihemfelves. At noon a meetkig of the* 
Town Council was .called, at which the gentle- 
men^ burghers, and ail ranks of people attended, 
with aj;efoiution to make all the deferice pof* 
iible, in cafe of their being attacked, and to pro- 
cure^ what arms and. great guns they could, ia 
defence of theip lives and properties. Captaia 
Catnpbell, the Duke of Argyle's chamberlain, a 
gdntlein,aD formerly in the. militarjr TiQe, and of 
much, experience, and gready refpeded^ offered 
his fervLc^ which was chearfuUy accepted. About 
eighty brave, refolute failor$ came likewife, and 
mad|[ a tender of their fervices, who,, with the 
reft of th« .inhabitants, would have given the 
perfid^QU$ Caiptain:and his followers,; a licUe 
fport *ere he might have accompKflied his inten* 
tions. In fhnrt, I was much pleafed with the 
alacrity and refolucion of the whole inhabitants, 
but more fo when I found: tlieir fears were 
groundless, and that do attack had been made 

upon them... ... , 

la 



ANI> FISHERIES OE SCOTLAND. iSi 

■ In the afternoon of this day^ I accompanied 
Mr Charles M*Dowall, fheriff of the county of 
Renfrew, on a vifit to his coal-works, four miles 
weft of Campbeltov^n. The machinery, being 
plain and funple, and confequently kept up ac 
Kttle expence, pleafed me very much. Mr 
M'Dowall, who is greatly refpefted in tills 
quarter, holds his tack from his Grace the Duke, 
of Argyle, who has a fine eftate in Kintyre. 
Their coal- works are of infinite fervice to this 
part of the country, efpeciaUy as no duty is paid/ 
on what they take away by land carriage. 

On Taefdi^.the aSth April, at nine a. mi 
went on bosM'd my tLo'op, and ynmediately fot 
fail, wind £. by N. ; turned obt of the bay at 
three p. m. and gpt* out round the point of the 
ifland of Arran, Little wind £• N. E. At fix, 
entered the Mull of Kin^e, in which there 
runs a very ftrong tide. - At eleven p» m. got 
through the mull or gut ; fteered alon^ Ihore, 
N>^ N. £. wind £. S. £. blowing frefh with 
fmall rain. I faw tlvee fail ftanding to. the 

northward.. 

■'. ' 

On WedheOay ijijc 29th, at feven a. ml we 
wcrp abreaft of M'Carter head, being the N. E. 
point of Ifla J wind E. N. E. The lide mak- 
ing againft. us, we could not then lead it 

O } through' 
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through the Soond ; but turning at ik>on, at 
two p. m. wc entered the found of Ifla, abreaft 
of Mr Charles Freebaim's houfe, and lead- 
mines, but could not get landed^ the wind and 
tide being both very ftrong. At foop p^ tn, we 
got through the found. 

' ■ * 

Thurfday the joth, fci four <f. »i- the wind^ 
N. N. E. (bemg "right irotni the land), wc want- 
ed ro make what we failors- cjik right in end t 
Blowing hani, with ha*y wieather, tbdughr it' 
~. prudent ro i>cai; upfor the harbotur 
Free-port. . of Free-port, in the ifle of Ijla. We- 
reacked it at fev'en, wind ft'iH blow- 

■ 

inghard at N. £► and-by N —I went on fhore, 
and waited on Mr Charles Freebairn, at whofc 
houfc I met wirh a cordial' reci^ption, and re* 
ceived much rnformation as to the fi(hcries and 
in:inufaflures of this coumry, and the iiiuadpn^' 
of the coaft. 

The foEfld oti ifla* is a very deep water; the 
tide rUns very flroug, and a fouth andnordi 
j)^ 7^/77 yind makes ir high water : On the Jura. Hiore,. 
c^ppofite to Free-port, there is a very fafe bay 
to anchor in. Even'tdtl^i'Taybet, on Jura^ is 
a fine fafe loch, not in the leaft hazardous ; but 
becaufe a drunken Ikippcr loft himfeif, fhip and 

\ ' cargo^ 
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cargo, ' in attenpting^ h. in a very dark nighty 
not a fljtp venturer to enter k. 

Here is an excellent fiftiiog bank, which rona 
£r(An the mouth of the loch over to Cellinfay^ 
of about one mile broad, and fixteen nules Icmg^ 
havHig a good hard ground^ and from fourteen 
to (ixteen fathoms water. Each fide of the 
bank, however, is about feventy fathoms, and 
the tide runs very (oiartly over it. Thofe who 
&h ou this bank Ihouhl obferye to throw their 
Hues at flack tide;, tha/t.is^ €« the pitch of high 
dr low- water*. 

I caanofi onpt "tx^ mentftm^ that Mr Free- 
bairn, by a prudent choice of a very fenfib^e 
and frugal weouin^ has -himfelf and family clo- 
thed fr0M the Wool of bts own (heep. Better 
doth, * ffiantket^ ftocking-pieces, and fiockings, 
andv indeed; idl kiftds of woolen- goods for the 
life of a family, need nbt:be wiAied for, or de« 
nred. PIU worSed, of which he ba(5 good ftore,. 
of different giiils, is equal to any I ever faw for 
evennefs- and ftfengiii. I took' a view of bis 
lead-mines, which are fucceeding very wcll^ and 
the whole of his machinery is conflruded upon 
pl^ain^ rationalprinc^lcs. 



' li 
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At noon I made fsul from Free-port bay,, 
wind E. and by N. ; flood oot by die S. ^V-^ 
point of Mull . At feven p. m. weathered the 
north point of Collinfay Iflaiid, blowing freih at 
E. N. E. fleered N. by W. for Tii^-y ; freto 
gales; double reft our mam* fail. I made the. 
Ifland at midnight, but tacked about till day«- 
break*. 

Tuefday the jftof May, at four a. tm flood 
» in for the fouth end of Tir-y 

y/r-y If^cnd. Ifland, belon^ng to his Grace 

the DukiC of Argylc ; from the 
nor:')'t Jl point of which, to the fouth-weft 
po!i>t of the Ifliand. of Colly there is a good fifh- 
icir oank, that flretches over to the rock called > 
the Dutchman's Cape. The ikipper, and all on 
board, being unacquainted with the coaft, Were 
terrified to land on an unknown (hore ; I there- 
fore took charge of the vefiel myfelf, though 
never in ibis part of the country before, and 
(tarried her fafe into a very fine bay^ at the^J 
fouth-eaft point of the Ifl^d. Not a filhing. 
boat, nor Angle peribn were to be i£en;.bat. 
many black catde. 

Though this Ifland contains about 1700 in- 
habitants,, there are only feven ty manufafturers, 
including one fmgle flax-drefler, the major part 

of 
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of which are woxBca- weavers. And I cannot 
but obfcFve^ that if there be a fpot in Britain 
proper for the culture of Ajlx, thb is the fpot ; 
though^ from- ocular demond ration, I am led 
to think the farmers here are not very well 
ac(|uainted with the art of hufbandry.. This 
want of knowledge and experience is the more 
diftrefling, as there are upwards of 6000 Scots 
acres of good arable gro'und, and full as much 
meadow and mofs, befides feveraljCmaU inland 
lochs that might be drained at a fmall expence. 
The chief inconveniency the inhabitants here 
labour under is^ the wai^ of water or wind* 
mills. As to the firft^ they are impradicable, oa 
account of there being no fall of water ; but the 
laft might be dune at a fmall expence, on a fimple. 
conftrudion, aw) wouhi be of infinite fervice ; as, 
9X prefent, they are obliged tO' grind their corn 
by querns, or hand-milU, which b a tedbus Qpe« 
ration. His Grace of Argyle has long intended 
to pay a vifit to this bci^utiful ifland ; and it is 
much to be wiihed it were not long dela^icd, as 
his Grace, who is uncommonly folicitous to pro- 
mote the -manufa^iires and fiflieries of this 
eountry in general, and on his own eftate in 
particular. Would then fee Ikiw much this place 
is calculated for both, and the propriety of the 
above obfervations. To a mind fo lil^ral and 
humane^ Jiis Grace, I am fure, would be happy 

ta 
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to promote the welfare of his tenants, by ad* 
ding frcHi examples to the many noble and pub* 
lic-fpirited a6ls akeady performed at his owth^ 
private expence. 

As I was provided with proper fiihmg lines^ 
hooks, and every other requifite for ti(hing, by^ 
way of experiment ; and having promifed my. 
h^ptful crew (confining of four old men) one 
penny for evesy fiOi of fizt, and for the fmaller 
ones in proportion ;^>*wc bad not been ten mi- 
nutes at anchf^r, before we caught with our 
hand lines fix fine ccd of a middling (Ize. 1 ho 
wind beginning to blow very hard,, we were 
obliged to defiil^ and attend tp our vefTd ; but 
becci^iirfg fomewhat- moderate m ihe evening, wc 
added forty fine iiih to thcfe wc had caught in 
tlie morning. This bay is called by the people 
here Travle ; but a4i it was my fir ft eilay at 
fiQiing, during my traverfe, 1 have given it the 
name of the Bay of Good Hope. At feven. 
p. m» the gale abated; fent my boat on Hiore^ 
with compliments to Mr Dopiald Campbell, his 
Grace the JUuke of Argyl^^s chamberlain, and 
bailie over all the Illand. At 9 my boat return- 
ed ; fet the watch^ pumped iliip, and went to reft. 

Apropos to my being here^ it may not be.^ 
altogether unacceptable tp my readers to be. 

tyld. 
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toldf that about the year 1733, John, the. 
great Duke of Argyle, was prevailed on by the 
memorable and well known Duncan Forbes of 
Culloden, Efq; to vific this Ifland. As the 
Duke had a great averdon to a voyage by wa- 
ter, none, perhap*, but Mr Forbes could have 
peiTuaded his Grace to have undertaken the 
expedition. On their arrival upon the Ifland, 
his Grace, with -feme Englifh gentlemen, {lran« 
gers to the country, were greatly afloniHied 
at its beaittiful, luxuriant appearance, and highly 
pleafed with the voyage, as the v^eathfr and 
every other circumftance contributed to render 

it agreeable. 
.* 

Mr Forbes bad the addrefs, likewirei to get 
the fifhermen to (lioot their nets, though in the 
month ^of June, to try if they could take any 
herrings, and their lines to catch fonr^e cod, or 
fuch kinds of fifii as were upon the coa(l. Thu* 
the fifhermen lo(;ked upon it as the height of 
folly to attempt to find herrings at this time of. 
the year, yet as Mr Forbes had promifcd them 
a certain fum for their chance, rclinquiihing the 
-fifh, they accordingly caft their net*, and in the 
morning, to their great adonilbment, when their 
nets were hauled up, there were found about 
2000 fine fat brrrings, and upon the lines 
feveral cod of the ufual kind, and fome of the 

larger 
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larger reck coJ, commonly called red cod, and 
fimdry other forts of "fifh. 

Early in tbc morning, Mr Forbes got notice 
of this, and without letdng his Grrace know any 
thing of the matter, ordered a dilh of the her- 
rings to be drefled in the country way, that is, 
nicked^ and hrlcd in fait water, and another 
dilh fplit, well peppered and falted, and cooked 
on the gridiron, both which delicacies were by 
l^Ir Forbes prefented to Ms Grace for break- 
faft. *' Duncan," fays the Duke, " 1 have of- 
ten eaten herrings at dinner, and furaetioies at 
fupper, but never for breakfaft ; but fince you 
have taken fo nnich trouble to procure them, I 
mod try the Tir-y herrings." His Grace was 
fo well pleafed with the gout and reUP), that he 
eat two of the boiled ones. Upon this Forbes 
hitrodnced the other difli of herrings, faying, 
*' I hope your Grace will be pleafed to tafte the 
trolled ones." *' Duncan, you are a moft ex- 
traordinary man; there is no refifting your in- 
treaties." Whereupon his Grace, after partaking 
of thefe, declared they were the raoft delicious fifh 
he had tailed ; extolled Mr Forbes for his pub- 
lic fpirit and ingenuity, in having allured thefe 
fons of the fea to a fenfe of their intereft, it 
l)eing evident that, prior to this event, they ei- 
ther were ignorant of thefe (i(h being on the 

coaft 
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coaft at that time, or they were too indolent to 
look after them. After this, the Duke had re- 
folved to caufe the fifheries to be purfued after 
with vigour and attention; but on account of 
fome accidental circumftances, joined with poli- 
tical affairs tl^en on the carpet, which engroflcd 
Ills Grace's time and concern this .great, lucra- 
tive objeft was overlooked, and has continued 
ever fince to be negleded, none of the Arg>'le 
family having been here fince the above period, 

• On Saturday the 2d May, at fix a. m. Mr 
Donald Campbell fent a fervant to conduct me 
to his boufe, defiring me to ihift my floop to 
any part of the ifland 1 inclined ; upon which I 
immediately got under fail and flood up to that 
fide of the bay where his houfe was fituated. 
On my arrival there, wa^ received in the mofl 
polite and friendly manner. We both mounted 
horfes, and rode over the whole ifland ; a plea«- 
fant;er ride I never bad in my life. The ifland 
in general, is a champaign country, and the 
mofl beautiful and fertile I ever faw, abounding 
with eorrf and rich grafs^ aiTd the furrounding 
lochs flored with plenty of the choiceft kinds of 
filh. ^There is 'tone plain in particular that at- 
traaed my attention, confifting of about one 
thoufand Scots acres, as fmooih and even as if 
nature had intended it fbr a bowling-green. 
Vot. n. p j^Tot 
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Not a ftonc is to be fecn fo large as a pigeon^s 
egg on the whole of this delightful fpot, though 
the adjacent country is furrounded with lofty, 
majeftic hills. At the eVid of this plain there is 
s good marble quarry, where white, fpotted and 
black marble are wrought, which takes an ex- 
traordinary fine poliih ; and the rough kinds 
found among the reft burn into excellent lime. 
In ihort, to narrate all the natural beauties and 
riches of this inchanted place, would far exceed 
the limits of my plan : fuffice it to fay, that of 
all the countries I have ever been in, I never 
beheld a Ipot of ground that pleafed my fancy 
fo much : A fpot, which for its fize may be 
made of more confequence to Great Britain, than 
another of ten times its extent in America. — 
Meflrs Banks, Pennant, and Johnfon, who have 
heretofore favoured the world with their inge- 
nious remarks on the ftate of this country, fhould 
pay another rilit to this paradife, a defcription 
of which is well worthy the pens of fuch able 
writers. — But to return to the fiflieries, 

I made a fecond trial in this bay, \^'iih no 
lefs fuccefs than before, with this additional cir- 
cumftance, I caught fome very fine flounders, 

and two excellent turbot. We then fliifced 

our veffel to another bay, which has a dry, 
lafe~, and commcdious harbour, fifteen feet 

1^'ater 
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water at fpring tides ; fo that fhips of two to 
three hundred tons burden might come in with 
fafety, and load or unload their cargoes. Our 
filhing here was the fame a^ at the other bays. 

Dined at Mr Campbell's with a very genteel 
company, where we were entertained with that 
hofpitahty and friendflwp fo charafterilHc of the 
Highland people. Our converfation turned on 
the hardihip the inhabitants of this quarter la. 
hour under, with rcfpeft-to their having no mode- 
of intelligence eftaWifhed betwixt this and the 
continent. — Now for the benefit of commerce in 
general, and the herring fiiliing in particular, ic 
is abfolutely neceflary to hav« a packet-boat be- 
tween this ifland, Loch-Boifdale and Toberme- 
ry, on the fame footing a'i the Stornoway packet 
boat, which would be of infinite utility to all 
tlie weft of Scotland and England, eaft coaft of 
Ireland, and even to foreigners, who are obliged 
frequently, through ftrefs of weather, to put in- 
to one or other of the above places* For all the 
(hips from the Baltic, the weft of Scotland, Eng- 
land and Ireland, go through thefe illands, as 
well as the buflfes both in fummer and winter ; 
and, 1 am forry to fay there are often fhip- 
wrecks on thefe coafts, in which calamitous cu*« 
cumfhinces there is, at prefcnt, no manner of 
w^ of letting the public or private traders 

P 2 know 
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know what has happened^ or does happen inr 
thefe iflands^ unlefs a perfon hire a boat at ar 
great cxpencc to go exprefs with his difpatches. 
And even this, in the winter time, cannot be 
done, their boats being fmall, and their rigging 
not fit for going to fea with. Under thefe cir- 
cumftances they are frequently eight weeks or 
more, without any, the leaft inttiiigencc ; and 
what- makes it peculiarly hard is, they are the 
only places that want a packet-boat. In time of 
war, as at prefent, the iiihabirants of the above 
iilands might be plundered, and fufifer all the ca* 
lamkies of war fiom the privateers of the ene- 
my, w ho might even be in poffeflion of any or 
all of them for months together, and neither 
their friends nor government know any thing of 
the matter. I heartily wi(h government would 
take the above premifes into confideration, and 
put them on the fame footing with the inhabi- 
tants of the other his Majefty's Weflern Ifles. 
It might be done with little or no bfs to the re- 
venue of the poft-ofFxe, as they would gladly 
pay fomething more than the common portage^ 
to enjoy this great privilege. 

I left my friend Mr Campbell's houfe early 
on Sunday morning, after getting a mod com- 
fortable nap, for my frigate liad not the beft 
conveniency at to lodging. I went on beard, iet 
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fail, and ftcered along this paradife, fliapmgmy 
courfe for the iflaifd of Barra : wind S. E. 
fleered N. N. W. fine gentle breezes and clear 
weather. At fix a, m. arrived at Caftlc-bay 

on the S. £. end of the iflc of 
Cajlle-bayj Barra, a very fafc eommodions har- 
IJle of Barra. hour formed by nature, that takes 

its name from an old caftle, which 
ftands at the botcom of the bay. It is now 
moftly in ruins, though fome of its walls arc yet 
{landing in their full' height. 

In this bay I met with Mr Alexander Wife- 
man. Captain Gray from Portfoy, and Captain 
Sutter from Peterhead, v/ho having finiflied their 
filhing at Loch Gdirloch; came hither to make 
up their cargoes,- as tlie filhing in the main, to 
the northj ends about the middle of April, but 
continues here until the middle of July. All of 
them complained much of the bad ufage they 
met with at Loch Gairloch, by being interrupted 
in getting their bait. — In this ifland (Barra) 
there is a good hard bank, which abounds with 
cod and ling. It ftretches from the S. E. point 
of the ifland, thro* the Bifliop's ifles to S, \V. 
into the Weftern ocean, tl\e extent or bounda- 
ries of which has never bedflf aftertained by any 
filherman on this ftation. It is an excellent fifli- 
Jng ground^ on which, from appearance, all the- 

P 3. fifliermerti 
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fiChermen of Great Britain might find employ- 
ment advantageous to themfeivcs and - their 
country. 
I 

I cannot help remarking in the fiift place, 
thit there is a variation of the compafs in this 
place, of nearly three points, for it takes almofl: 
N. E. by N. to make a true north courfe on 
the globe: And, fecondly^ that there is great 
want of a good map or fea chart of this part of 
the kingdom, as none that I have feen can be 
depended upon, being in general very errone- 
ous> befides omitting to take nqtice of many 
rocks which are to be met with on ihefe coafts. 
It were much to be wiflied that Mr M'Kenzie's 
excellent dpaught were fold at fuch a moderate 
price, as to he within the purchafe of the gene>- 
rality of merchants, fhip-mafters, and tilhermeni. 
And though the prefent price of it (five guineas) 
ma^ not be too much to reward the trouble and 
merit of the author, yet it is by far too high 
rated for the pockets of thofe who have the 
greateft ufe for it. I have not found a finglc, 
copy in the pofTcflion of a fhip mafter. In my 
opinion the public ought to reward Mr M'Ken- 
zre for his indefatigable efforts and great ex- 
pence, in delineating a map, of which the un- 
common cxaftnefs renders it'of fuch vaft confe- 
quencc to the trading part of the nation, fo as 

* to 



AND FISHERIES OF^SCOTLAND. 175 

to enable him to fell copies at ten {hillings and 
Gx^pence each. Thrs, I am perfuaded, would 
be a mean of faving many Hves, (hips, and car- 
goesy and would alfo promote the navigation and ' 
fifheries over all the north-weft of Scotland* 

At five a. m, 1 went on ihorc, and waited on 
Mr McNeil, tackfman of good part of Barra*s 
eftate here, although he is largely concerned in 
the fiftiing. I faw the fi(h which his people 
caught in the loch clofe by his boufe, and 
the rock-fide, in the winter feafon. They were 
of a very good quality, but were badly cured, 
cleaned ordreffed. This fiftiing, in the vyinter 
time, is profecuced at little expence, and in per- 
fed fafety by fmall boats alone, which are fecurc 
againft all weathers from the fea, being, as we 
feamen call it, land-locked, that is, furrounded 
by the land, having only a fmall opening by a 
winding channel, at which ihips come in with 
eafe and fafety^ 

At fix a, m* we made fail, and turned out ; 
the wind blowing right in the bay atE. S. £• - 
and frefh gales. It was with difficulty I could get 
niy old crew to confent to try their feamanfhip* 
They thought it impoflible to weather the coaft. 
After three hours' beating to windward; I made ' 

my 
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my point good^ and then flreered for Erifca^ a 

fmall Ifland^ on the fouth-eaft 
Brifca^IJland. point of South-Uift, belonging' 

to Colin M'Donald of Boirdale. 
It has a fafe but fmall harbour, whither we 
arrived at three p. nu I went to Boifdale- 
houfe, where, in the abfence of the laird and 
his fpoufe, I met with a kind reception from 
the young ladies. Mr McDonald, wha is a 
poblic-fpirited gentleman, has great merit in 
indacing the people to defift from emigrating. 
He gives his tenants fmall farms at moderate 
rents, encourages them to go to the fifhing", 
affids them with money and materials, and takes 
their fifh at the current market price, or allows 
them to carry them^ properly cured, to what 
market they think bed. Such humane treat- 
mcnt has caufeda great increafe of inhabitants;: 
and if all the gentlemen of property in thefe 
parts were to adopt Mr M'Donald's patriotifm- 
and liberality, and profecute the fifliing vigo- 
roufly, population and riches would follow, and 
the inhabitants would enjoy all the comforts and* 
Gonveniencies of life; 

• The harbour of South -Uift is on the fouthi 
eaft parts of the ifland of £rifca% Here I met 
with feveral iloops from Campbeltown atthe^ 
cod, ling, and kephan fiflimg, which continues 

till 
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till the middle of July ; the laft whereof is the 
catching of fun-filh, feal-fifli^ and all that tribe^ 
from w liich' train-oil, of the beft kinds, is ex- 
tradled. This branch cannot be too much ex- 
tended, as, in the fird place, the oil meets with - 
ready fale ; and, fecondly, that it may prove, if 
properly attended to, as good a nurfery for fea- 
men and failors, asnhe Greenland and New- . 
fbundland trades put together. The failors 
on ^his trade work wiitch and watch, that is^ 
four hours reft and four hours work ; but m the 
Newfoundland and Greenland trades, the failors 
have three watches, that is eight hours fleep 
at a time. Tius indulgence, which makes 
them lazy and indolent, gave rife to an Eng- 
li(h phrafe; *''A N. W. wind and blubber,^ 
bring home the NewfoundUnd lubber." For 
my part, when in bufmefs, I never cliofe to 
employ a failor who had been on the Greene- 
land, Diivis' Straits, or Newfoundland tradc^ 
as I was convinced they had lefs fpirit and acti- 
vity than our failors naturally have. 

i 

The fifliing here w2ls but juft begun^ and^ 
indeed, proved rather fcanty, owing to the b^d. 
weather. There is, however, plenty of fifh on 
the coaft, and it often happens, that fix or eight 
fcore of ling and cod are cagght at ^. time with 
lonjT lines^ their hook$ being- baited with had-^ 

docksjj 
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docks, flounders, and* filch fmall fUh, which la(t 
the fifliermbn catch with fmall lines, baited withe 
muiFels, lampets, fea-worms^ &c. 

As I was now obliged, ia my road to Boif- 
dale-houfe, to pafs by the houfe in which tlie 
unfortunate and ill-advifed Gentleman firft en> 
tered and lodp;ed, after his landing on this coafl: 
in 1745, curiolity prompted me to go in. It is 
now, as it was then^ ^ miferable hut indeed^ 
and never intended as a^llielter for the defcen- 
dant of a crowned head.^ On my viewing it,- 
I was fuddenly ftruck with the vicilfitudes of 
fortune, which raife fome, and bring down^ 
others. What a tranfition ! from the grand- 
palace of Verfailies, fo this^ worfc than dog- 
kennel, in which there was not a bed fit for a- 
poor labouring man to fleep upon I On his 
entry into the houfe, with his fuite, the good 
people foon difcovered they had honourable, if 
not princely gueflrs, and, agreeable to the cuftom 
of the country, were doiu^ all in their power 
to accommodate them. The coarfe homely fare 
they met with was cafily difpenfed with, in 
hopes of better the next day ; and fleep, after 
the fatigues they had undergone, was the objcdt 
thex had moft iii view. But, alas I how great 
was the difappointment of the young Gentle- 
man^ when he faw the bed on which he was to- 
reft: 



AND FISHERIES OF SCOTLAND. 17^' 

reft his weary limbs ! (a bed, to be fare, made 
up in the ufual way of the country, but. by no 
means adapted to one, whom, we have reafon 
to fuppofc, had always flept on beds of down); 
he put his hand upon it, and dreading fome thing 
worfe than bardnefs^ declared he had rather 
fleep upon the chcft which flood hard by.: To 
this the landlord, who fpoke thidc and faft, faid, 
with fome warmth, *' What, Sirl what the 
^ievil, Sir 1 not fleep upon that bed. Sir ! Prince 
Charles himfelf might fleep upon it very well V^ 
This fpeech was obferved by the attendants to 
ftartle the Adventurer very nrvuch; but upon 
his being told it ^as a common phrafe of the 
old man's, he compofed himfelf for that time, 
and flept upon the cheft till morning, whither 
I fliall leave the unfortunate Gentleman, and 
j^eturn from this digreffion to my proper fubjeA, 

On Tucfday the 5th of May, at five a, m. I 
left Boifdale, went on board my floop, and fet 
fail. I ft'ood along fliore with a fine wind, and 
fniall breeze at S. S. W. with rain. We ran 
along the coaft of South and North Uift 5 and 
. on Wednefday at ten a. m. ar- 
IStornoway. rived at Stornoway, foon after 

which I went on ftiore. This 
plaee is well fituated for trade and fifheries. It 
Jias a natural, fafe harbour, of eaSy accefs, in 

which 
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which a hundrecf veflfeh may anchor with 
pcrfe<a fafety. That part of the town fituated 
on the fea-fhore has been all built within thefc 
' five and twenty years. The houfes being of 
ftone and* lime^ are very ftrong and neat, and 
covered with blue flates ; and the ftreets are in 
riffht lines. In the afternoon I had a levee of 
the principal merchants, cuftom-houfe officers, 
flap matters, and other reputable perfons of the 
place, at Mrs Morifon's cofFee-houfe. Now, 
though I was pleafed, on the one hand, with 
their cenverfation about, and knowledge of, the 
fiiheries, and trade in general, yet, on the other, 
I was forry to difcover fome narrow-minded, 
felfifh principles, and illiberal fcntiments as to 
their own particular trade, 1 hey nioft ridicu- 
loufly imagine, that an increafc of people would 
caufe a divifion of the trade now among them ; 
and feem to be inclined to look upon them as 
their rivals ; without confidering, .that, were 
there an influx of ten times more than there are 
at prefent, the prefent inhabitants could only 
lofe their trade by negligence and inattention, 
as they have an inexhauftible fource of riches 
in ftore for thofe who will induftrioufly ufe the 
means of obtaining it. Every one will allow, 
that the fiihing trade increases confiderably 
every year; that the number of hands employed 
are annually augmented ; that all find their in^ 

duftry 
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duijry attended wUh falutary confequences, and 
that the demand incrcafes or keeps pace with the 
fifli caught. How then can they ftiipidly ima- 
gine thstt an mcreafe of fifhcrrhen in Stornoway 
would divide the trade that now fubfifts among 
them. Ahho* many, knowing their fentiments, 
will be apt to think they richly defei-vc it ; yet 
I wifli to perfuade them, that if able and expe- 
rienced cod and ling fiihers from the eaft coaft 
were fettled among them, in order that they 
Tiiight adopt a proper mode of fifliing, for one 
ling and tod which the inhabitants of Storno- 
way catch atprefent, thefe' would, in the fame 
fime, catch ten; fo machare the former matters 
of the bufinefs, and fo very deficient are the lat- 
ten It muft however, be obfervcd, to their 
honour, that though the fiftiermcn on the caft 
^oaft of Scotland ^xcel the people of Storno- 
way in fifhingfor ling and cod, the Stornoway • 
filhermen are moft expert and dexterous at catch- 
ing herrings. 

The ling and cod^ with which thefc Teas 
abound, are very large and well grown ; and 
fo fuccefsful are they in catching them, on ac- 
count of their yaft abundance^ that from twelve 
to eighteen fcore of them are frequently caught 
in a f^yv. hours, with a fmall boat and two of 
three hand lines. There are alfo fcate and hal* 

Vol. 11. (^ libut 
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libut in perfcftion, the former of which. are very 
valuable, inafmuch as good oil is ex traced from 
the livers; which article bears a hi^h price. And 
as to herrings, the flioals that frequently fet in 
here are numerous beyond conception. In (hort,- 
the different kinds and multiplicity of fifh that 
inhabit this coaft are inexh audible. Millions are 
to be found, in their refpedive feafons, in all the 
lochs, founds and banks *. Weir may philofo^ 
phers fay, that were it poffible in one year to 
rob the feas of all the different fpecies of fi/hes, 
leaving only a male and female -of each tribe 
for future propagation, we Ihculd, the next 
year, fee the ocean teem as ufual :— ^And 

With refped to Stornoway, take it in whsi^ 
point of view you pleafe, it is certainly intitled 
to be a place of rendezvous for the bufTes on ■ 
the bounty, which, with Greenock, ought, by all 
means to be added to Campbelto\^n and Oban, 
for reafons I fhall hereafter panicularize, when 
I come to give my fentin3ents on the mode 
of petitioning government for a renewal. — In 
the mean time, I fliall prefent my readers witli 
an account of the herrings exported to foreign 

part% 

_ — -"' — • — '-'— — ■ - • •■ 

* There is a good f/JAny bank to the ivefi of 
the Lnvis ijlanc/s, v: hi c h Jl'r etches towards Far* 
ro ijle and St Kilda. ^ . 
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parts from this place, from the ift of January 
1777 to the ift of January 1778^, by which may 
be formed a juft idea of the extent and impor- 
tance of their trade in this line. On confulting 
the Cuftom-houfe books, it appears there were 
exported in the above interval, 2197 barrels of 
well cured herrings, all fcnt abroad; and 3964 
barrels of ditto, together with 19 barrels of lal- 
mon, and 90 toHS of ling and cod fifh, well 
dried and cured, with foreign fait, fent coaft- 
wife; and this quantity, great as it appears^ 
might J)e infinitely increafed without a poflibili- 
ty of ever over (locking the markets. 

Vv^illiam M'Auby, Jofeph M^Iver and Son>. 
and Meffrs Creightons, arc the moft- confider- 
able traders in this place ; the lafl of whom fold 
a cargo of their fifh at Dublin this fpring at 
24 1. fterling per ton of 20 cwt. ; the wholfe 
amounting to 400 1. fterhng, which was paid 
them in ready money. Thus, by labour only, 
the inhabitants not only provide tlicrafelves with 
all ncceffaries, but even with the luxuries of iife^ 
without advancing one fingle fliilliiig in calh. 
The profits aridng from the fifh alone, if pro- 
fecuted with due vigour and attention, never 
failing to enrich thofe who are concerned in 
it. 

0^2 Hearing 
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Hearing that Lord Seafqrch was at his qoun- ' 
try houfa, I did myfelf t,he h^ivour to wait on 
hi& Lcrdfhip, wlio received roe with ail that po- 
lltenefs and afFability which are the cliarade- 
rillics of a gentleman* I foon found his Lord* 
iLip had great natural intei'eA in this part ; for 
no iboncr had he arrived in his nauve country, 
£ad fignified his intention of raKing a regiment^ 
than fome hundreds of fine hardy brave fellows 
Voluntarily flocked to his ftandard, craving no 
other reward than what bis Lordfhip thought 
froper ; who, by the bye, gave each of them fix 
[;uineas enlifting money^ and a crown to drink 
their Majefties* healths. 



I*, t 




I had the pleafure tp fee about two hundred 
of thefe volunteers drawn up before his Lord- 
Ihip's houfe, who exprefled their pleafure in fol- 
lowing their chief wherever he led them, even 
though it were to the mouth of a cannon, with 
which patriotic clanihip his LordHiip was highly 
fati&fied. This brought into my mind the inca- 
pacity of any of John Bull's fons, though ever 
fo wealthy, to bring at their backs fo flrong 
a fupport as Lord Seaforth, who in ten days 
procured fix hundred brave, refolute men off 
his own eftate, to affift Great Britain in this 
important crifis. — I had the honour to walk 

along the lines with his Lordfliip, when I could 

not 



AND FISHERIES OF SCOTLAND. 1I5 

/ 

not help addr^fling the^ in the following man- 
ner.—^' Centlemcft, Your country, your Kingy 
" and Lord Seaforth, call for your affiftance to 
'* quell this unnatural rebellion, which has fei» 
*' zed that irifatuatcd people on the other fide 
*' of the Atlantic, Remember you are Scotf- 
*' men ; that name, in your prefcnt ftation, 
** will procure you refpeft all the world over. 
*' Scotfmen never turned thejr backs upon an 
*' enemy in the height of adion and danger, and 
*' more cfpecially when their Chief led them on^ 
** This is- now your hpnourable fituation ; here 
'^flands your noble chief, and ycUr father, and 
*' you, gentlemen, are all of you his family, his 
** children. He is ready and willing to underga 

^* the fame fatigue and hardihips, the fame ha* 
'* zard and chance of war as yourfelves, I 
" need, therefore, hardly recommend it to you ta 
** be a«5tive, vigilant and obedient in your re(pec» 
'* tiye ftations, to fpurn at danger ; and^ (hould 
** you have the good fortune to be led into 
" adion. agaiiift the enemies of your King and 
" country, fummon all that fortitude, courage^ 
'* and intrepidity, for which your anccflors have 
** uniformly and confiftcptly been celebrated in 

^* the annals of hiftory ; and then I hope iu 
" God you will return full of glory to your 
^ ccuntry, your families and friends, whh this 
pleafuig reflection, that ycu have done youi? 



a 
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'^ duty, and fliewn yourfelvcs worthy members 
'* of the community,'' — After this I went with , 
his Lordfbip to- dinner, and met with that hof- 
pitality and urbanity, fo confpicuous among tliofc 
\\ ho move in exalted fphercs ; and, on Thurfday 
tlie 7th of Alay, took my refpedlful leave of his . 
Lordfliip, who was then embarking \\ith Itis 
volunteers. At four p m. 1 fet fail with three 
of ^he tranfports, his Lordfliip being on board 
one of the fafteft failing veffels. As I was 
bound farther north, I did not long keep com- 
pany with them ; but whether on account of 
better feammfhip, or the make of my frigate, 
we weathered the whole fqaadron very fall, 
fhaping my courfe for Loch Broom, and Ifle 
Martin : wind S. S. W. fmall breeze and clear 
weather. 

On Friday the 8th, at four O'. m. I arrived afr 
Ifle iyiar:in, a branch of the large 

Jjlc Martin* loch Broom, called Loch Kennet; 

a place of confiderable trade in 

the fifiiing branch ; in the profecution of which, 

moft of the people who have fitted cut buffcs ^ 

on the bounty have made rich. 

Here is an extenfive, convenient, and well 
contrived red-herring houfe, in which 1000 
barrels can be dried at one time. The proprie- 
tors 
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tors cure and redden in the fame manner as 
they do at Yarmouth and Dunbar ; for the par- 
ticulars of which I refer my readers to page 21, 
No lefs than 12,000 barrels, for many years 
paft, have been annually cured here at a me- 
dium, each of which contains from 500 to 800 
herrings, of five fcore to the hundred, according 
to their fize. The common received opinion, 
that fat herrings will not keep when reddened, 
is reprobated and difregafded by this company, 
who find, by experience, that they are reddened 
with as milch fafcty, and have a much finer fla- 
vour than the poor herrings which haunt the 
coaft of ^ armouth. As I am ever open to con- 
vidlion, I caufed fome to be broiled for dinner ; 
. and I declare I never tafted any that pleafed my 
my palate fo well. An epicure, fond of thi^ 
dijh, would think it no trouble to take a journey 
ef fifty or a hundred miles to eat red herrings 
cured at .this place ► 

The principal adventurers in this trade ar^, 
Mcflrs Woedhoufe and Mr Henry Holmes. 
The refidence of this laft mentioned gentleman 
is at Liverpool, to which place the trade here 
is principally carried on, and whither, he re- 
turns, after refiding here fix months during the 
fitting feafbn, 

Archibald 



1 
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Archibald M'AuIay, a cooper, bred under the 
direffion of the Truflecs, by Robert Crocket 
cooper in Leith, and John Greig, cooper in the - 
. I^can, near E^dinburgh, with his father, who lives 
in the neighbourhood, have thefole direftion or 
management of the bufinefs. The moft of their 
cafks are made of birch and fir, that come from 
Norway ; but as the adventurers have liberty 
from the Honourable CommiAioners of the an- 
nexed eftates to cut down fuch timber on the 
eft ate of Cromarty, now called Town-fide (on 
part of which this little fea-port Hands), as, fuit- 
ing their conveniency, they may (land in need, 
of ; and there being fome birch of an excellent 
k nd, a part of their calks are made of it, whicb^ 
in faft, are as good as any I ever faw; The quan- 
tity of herrings contained in each calk is marked 
at the top, as at Dunbar. They like wife' num- 
ber them fo ai to know, at a diftant period, the 
firft-caught herrings ; and tp diftinguilh thofe of 
the fecond take, they put a P. upon, which they 
call plucks ; — and thofe \v.hich drop when dry- 
ii'g from the fpits, they hang on iron hooks, 
and, as a dilcriminating mark, put T U on each, 
calk, calling them tenters., 

Moft: of the oak billets that are ufed here for 
drying the herrings, are fent here by Mr Wood, 
houfe in the fliips from Liverpool, which come, 

hither 



ANb FISHERIES OF SCOTLAND. 189 

hither only in ballad. This not only helps 
wade freight^ but as this fniall timber is the re-^ 
fufe of ihip-builders' yards, k is purchafed at a 
trifling expence. The herrings, when properly 
cured, are fhipped from this place to London^ 
Hull> Liverpool, and, Indeed, to moft of th^ 
ports in Great Britain, as well as to the Medi- 
terranean, and all parts of Europe. This trade^ 
as I have already obferved, i$ of (he moft beqe- 
ficial kind, white, at the fame time,^ there is np 
fear of overftocking the markets. There arc 
often in this and the neighbouring lochs, from 
two to three hu^idred fail of filhing Veffcls^ 
which might, with equal probability of fuccefs,^ 
be increafed to as many thoufands. Why then 
attend fo much to New England, Newfound- 
land^ or any fuch diftant climates, the trade to 
which is but precarious, and caufes a defe&ioa 
of that fpirit and aftivity for which Britiih failors 
are fo eminently diftinguiftied. 

The Greenland trade, and Newfoundland 
fifhery, fofter, as I before obferved, a breed ef 
dull, inanimate failors, very imlike thofe whofc 
ftill and valour have heretofore carried terror 
to the enemies of Great Britain, and made (ler 
triumph over united foes in the midft of dangers 
and difEcukies. Men bred up in the filhing, 
coaftiDjg, or coal trade^ either here or in Ire* 

laod^ 
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land, arc very differcHt perfons from thofe-. 
They are hardy, bold^ aftive, and vigilant ; cai> 
handle lead and line^ fing out the depth of 
water; keep a clean anchor; heave the ballaft- 
fliovel ^ fet the ft uddinjg- fails and top-gallant- 
fails, and royals ; reef, hand, and fteer ; and 
all fuch feamanfliip ; they will ftand ftaunch to 
their guns ; and, in /hort, do their duty on 
evecy occafion, which are encomiums that can- 
not, with propriety, be transferred tp the failors 
belonging to the Newfoundland and Greenland 
fiiheiics. 

Having now got all the information I could 
at this place, 1 cleared one fide of our floop, and 
procured a few red herrings (a barrel of which 
contains about 500 or 600), far preferable, in ray 
opinion, ro thofc caught and cured at Yarmoutli^ 
LeoftofF, or any where clfc; 1 made fail, wind 
S. W. Met Lord Seafbrth arid his little fleet-, 
that failed with us the prece<hng evening, who, 
by their ^co^feamanfhip, were coming into this 
lech. 1 flood oiit by the wind for Loch G air- 
loch, wind right in end. Double reefed our 
jnain-fail : frefli gales at S. W, by S, ftood to 
the weflward. 

Saturday, pih May, turned to windward all 
day^ with ftrong gales at S. W. My ikipper 

and 
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and crew were not ufed to, nor did they like 
fuch expeditious work. At fix p. m. we arrived 
at Loch Gairloch^ one of the fafeft and moft 

commodious Tea- ports I ever 
Loch GairlocL law. It is fo cxtenfive, that all 

the ihips in hurope might ride 
there with fafety ; neither is it in the power of 
any wind to fwell the fea to any height, the 
bafon is fo completely formed by nature. 

An inexhauftible fource of wealth is profufe*. 
ly ofFered by prolific nature to the inhabitants of 
this place. For, befides innumerable quantities 
of herring during tlje feafons, which are from 
O^ober to January, and from ift February to 
ift May ; and cod, ling, fcate, and all the tribe 
of white filh ia great abundance ; — herp are 
three rivers contiguous to this loch, teeming 
with excellent falmon, which are faked and ex- 
ported to Spain, and to all parts of the Mediter • 
ranean. 

The cod are mach mare plenty here than 
ling, the former of wliich very feldoui fail of 
coming mto this loch about the beginning of 
February, continuin^r ti.l i')oi!t the middfe of 
April, about which time \V.*- fii!\cT:jieio i-ioalJ 
change their ground u^ ]\j.v:i; ir i.'K^'caLc'Urs* 
The cod caught :'here, ihcnVa --ucivllv of a 

ill I •,•%. 
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fmall fize, are^ neverthelcfs, thick and fat, and 
cnrc extremely well. The laird exafts from his 
tenants who filh, for each full-fized one, valued 
at tivo-pcnce half-pcrtny, three farthings ; and 
one penny for every ling which is rated at four- 
pence. This tax^ claimed as a right, is a very 
great clog to induftry ; and were the public to 
^ivc an adequate douceur to the proprietor, It 
would be produdive of the beft of confequen- 
ces; being firmly of opinion that the fifliing 
would increafe in a ten-fold proportion, not- 
withftanding there are at prefcnt annually 
•caught by the inhabitants 27,000 cod, and 3,000 
ling ; befides what fti angers catch, who, by the 
' ^y^t P^y ^o tribute to the laird, except a mere 
trifle for being allowed to procure bait. Now, 
as I am given to under ft and, from the beft in- 
formation, that herrings are to be found here, 
at all times, fit for bait, it is evident-, that filb, 
of fome kind or other, may be caught every 
month in the . year, which is a happy circum- 
ftance for the people, and deferves their moft 
Terious attention. 

I muft not forget to mention, that there is a 
fine farid bank clofe by the entry of tHiis loch, 
which ftretches to the north-weft, it is not 
known hpw far. Nay, the inhabitants them- 
fclvcs feem to be ignorant of thofe parts where 

tljcrc 
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there are the beft fifhings. TJ>ey have either 
difregarded this, or they want genius or know, 
ledge to explore and afcertain the rich gifts with 
which nature has endowed them. We ihot 
our lines, and caught (bme fine haddocks and 
flounders. Indeed, we n^ver made trial on 
this coaft,' without fuccecding to our wifhes, 
having always caught as many (ifli as amply re- 
warded us for our labour* 

Sir He£k)r M*Kenzie, proprietor of this part 
of the country, has a neat houfe, which ftands 
at the bottom of a bay, called Floddale • a plea* 
iant, romantic fituation. This gentleman's 
grandfather, in the year 1704, planted a great 
number of oaks, elms, beeches, &,c. (faid to be 
the firft feen in this quarter), which have thri- 
ven very well ; and in the year 1752, the fame 
old gentleman made a plantation of firs, at the 
back of the . houfe, on the hill-fide, that have 
every appearance of fuccefs and fertility. What 
a ^pity it is that the culture of trees is n»t 
more attended to, efpecially in this part of the 
country, where there is a great deal of wafte 
land, that might be occupied in this way with 
great advantage to the proprietors, befides being 
an ornament and real ufe to the country. 

Vol. II. R I am 
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I am forry to be obliged to obferve, that 
there is great want of a fchool-mafter in this 
place, there being none within the diftance of 
I'cven miles, — a diftance too far to fend children, 
and, of confcquence, tends to keep them in ig- 
norance ; for, by tlie time they are able to tra- 
vel fevcn miles daily to and from fchool, their 
indigent parents, in all probability, begin to put 
them to fome kind of employment; whereby 
the only time fit for ftudy is irrecoverably loft. 
Thus it is that thofe who might have made 
capital figures in arps or fciences, — have become 
eminent mechanics, or, at leaft, ufeful and ho- 
nourable members of focicty) for want of early 
inftrudion, arc not only brougjit up in complete 
ignorance, but run a rifk of imbibing thofe 
vices in youth, which may probably ftick to them, 
even in old age. But it muft be doubly di- 
flreiling to parents who are able and willing to 
pay the common fchool dues ; and it is my hearty 
wifli, that this obfervation may fall into the 
hands of thofe whofe province it is to look after 
the rifing generation. For my.part, I felt a very 
difiigrceablc emotion at feeing fo many fine boys 
and jnrls invohmtarily wafling their time, who, 
it may be prelutAW^ wifbed to acquire fuch 
branches of education as might qualify them 
for tlic common departments in life ; and I 

ihould 
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fhould rejoice to hear that the very gi*eat evil 
complained of were fpeedily co be removed. 

After paying a vifit to Mr M'Kenzie, a per- 
fon of fome property, and tackfman of part of 
Sir He($lor M^Kenzie's eflate, — On Monday the 
lift May, I bought a fmall parcel of cod^ and 
fhewed the people the proper, as well as the 
moft expeditious method of curing them, with 
which they did not feem to be too well acquain* 
ted. — I then weighed anchor at noon, with i 
number of Highlanders on board, who exprefled 
their furprife at my getting there, as the wind 
was right againft me. I went to fea with the 
wind in the fame dirtdion, being S. S. \V. which 
was the very courfc we had to make for Rona 
in the ifle of Sky. At fix, ftrong gales at S. 
by W. with rain ; part of our main-fail fplit, 
being old, and not of the bed canvas ; double- 
reft the main fail firft, reft the fore- 
R$na. fall. At nine made good my point, 
and reached the harbour of Rona, 
which is both commodious and fafe. We an- 
chored in fix fathoms water, perfectly fnehered 
from all winds. After we had fliot our Jines, 
feveral of the country people came on btfard, 
who were remarkably civil and complaifant, not 
only offering, but even rendering us every afliil- 
ance in their power. 

R 2 On 
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On Taefday the I2tb, at four a^ nu I caliecl 
up 9U hands, hauled our lines, and got fome ve- 
ry fine rock cod, commonly called red cod ; be* 
fides which we were not unfuccefsful with our 
hand lines. As It blew hard at S. W. by S. 
we got up our fifli to dry, proceeding to the 
bead of the loch where we faw the hull of a 
fliip belonging to Greenock, lying on her (lar- 
board fide, greatly damaged. Captain Johnilon, 
made r of the veflel was there, together with 
fome carpenters, who had proper materials for 
repairing her ; and I doubt not from the vigi- 
lance and fkill of the captain, who appeared to 
be in every refpeft qualified for the truft, and 
who had taken the neceiTary precautions, but 
that the mod would be made of the veflel in 
the ficuation in which we faw her. 

On Wcdnefday the 13th, at two a, m. 
weighed anchor, and fet fail from Rona bay ; 

frefli gales at S. W. right in end. 

PorireCy At feven a. m. we reached the 

JJle of Sky. port of Portree in the Ifle of Sky, 

a fafe bay, environed M^ith a fine 

. fertile country, adapted for feeding (heep and 

black cattle. We anchored in this bay, in feven 

feet water oppofite to Lord McDonald's houfe, 

(to whom great part of thb country belongs,) 

prefently 
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I am foriy to, obferve, that the fifhing i& 
greatly negledlcd at this and the harveft feafons,. 
as moft of the people af e farmers as well as fifh- 
ermen ; fo that their time being divided betwecu' 
the two branches, the great objeft^ fifhing, has 
not that time and attention paid to it which is 
abfolutely necelTary^ It is trae that t&e coun-- 
try is not unfavourable to the breeding of fheepy 
not only on account of the pafture in general,, 
but alfo as the fhow never remains long x>n the 
ground ; iand as the farmers, very judicioufly,. 
ufe no tar, they fell their wpol at fourteen (hil- 
luigs per (tone. The fiftieries, however, ihould 
be their firft care; and I declare, from my own. 
knowledge^ that a few boats crews of our caft- 
country Silvers would make rich ii ere, and rea- 
lize more money than half the farmers in this 
quarten What a pity it is the inhabitants fhould« 
be (b blind to their own interefl, and neglect ta> 
avail themfclves of the advantages which thein 
local (ituation offers to them ! A boat's crew of 
fix men would make more money, in one month,, 
than any farmer here can of the produce of one. 
hundred acres of his beft arable, land, aiter de-- 
dufting the value of the (ttd. and the. expencesi* 
attendiag; its; i^ture/; add, that, the formerr 

CQllId^^ 
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couldy from the proceeds of their iifh, furnifli 
themfelves with meal, flour, malt, barley, and 
vivres of every kind, on eafier, and much better 
terms than the tatter can poflibly raife, and fup- 
ply themfelves with, from their own farms. 

Mr M*Donald, a very difcreet man, mention- 
ed above, is of great ufe to this part of the 
country, as he keeps a (lore of meal and bar- 
ley, wool, hemp, flax, pots, and many other 
articles neceflary and convenient for the people. 
I am informed tliere has been a fcarcity of meal 
this fpring over all the Wcftern Iflands. Now 
if quantities of meal and fait, with calks, were 
laid in ftore^houfes in thcfc parts, and due at- 
tention paid to the fifhing on this coaft, thefe 
circum fiances would be produ<5live of much 
more national utility than all the flax or lint- 
feed that can ever poflibly be raifed in the ifland 
of Great Britain. Fifh is the natural produce of 
thefe feas, with which they abound, and to which 
they are contiguous ; and grafs for pafturing 
fheep and black cattle, the natural produce of 
their lands. Every attempt, therefore, to raife 
flax is unnatural and abfiird, and can never be 
attended with any degree of fuccefs. And with 
refpedt to raifing corn in this quarter, 1 am per- 
ly convinced it can be of no other advantage 
farmer than that of providing bis cattle 

with 




AND FISHERIES OF SCOTLAND. 199 

with flraw. They may, and do fow it, and it 
fpriflgs up ; but it never did, nor never will either 
fill or ripen, fo as to produce good, wholeibme 
meal, fit for the ufe of man. In fliort, I again 
repeat it> though a friend to agriculture, as the 
fbundatioh< of all artd HDfd fciences, and the life 
of trade, that it is ksoX. the proper objed for this 
part of the country. Nature, in denying them 
the means, has given them ihe fifheries, which 
is their natural (I'apl^^ and is more than an equi- 
valent for the deprivatioa of the other. 

This place enjoys the benefit of two annual 
fairs ; the one the iaft week ki May, the other . 
the laft week in July^ both which being well 
frequented, cannot but be ferviceable to iudivi* 
duals. Numbers of black cattle, fheep, fiih and 
other produce of the country, together with 
fome manufaflures, are fold at thefe fairs. 

I was happy to find this place not under the 
fame predicament as Loch Galrloch, without a 
teacher : Donald Martin, the (choolmafler here, 
is a fobei*, decent, well behaved man, and pro- 
perly qualified for the office. His falary, indeed^ 
is fmall, being only 9L per annum, but he is 
content, and earaefily anxious to inftruft the 
rifing generation « Certain it is, that proper 
' teachers of; y-buth are 6f more fervice to the 

^ community^. 
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community dian even miaifters, inafmuch as 
children ftand in more need of inftrudion dian 
. their parents. 

At nine a» m. I ihot my ftnall lines^ and hauU 
kig them at eleven^ I cai^ht ten fine young cod^ 
and fifteen excellent flounders^ tog^etber with 
ibme orabs and fmall fi(b* 

The people here very juftly bbferve, that 
jevery regular GQftom«-houfe ought to beaccoua* 
ted a legal place of rendezvous for biifTes on the 
bounty ; but diat, at any rate^ the legiilature 

fiiould appoint one in fome. port contiguous to 
this and the neighbouring lUes, and Weftern 
Highlands ; Stornoiuny for example. For though 
thefe parts are the gribid feats of fifhing^ yet,. ^ 
for want of the above, the inhabitants of this, 
quarter, not entering into it with fpirit, have 
reaped but little benefit from it, while thofe of 
Kin tyre and Campbeltown have been very fbc- 
cefsful. Proper rendezvoufes eftablifhed in the 
north, would be the means of increafing greatly 
the number of adventurers; whereby, in due 
time, an additional pumber of good failors might 
be procured from thefe Ifles, to anfwer the exi- 
gencies of the flat e, where at preffentvfry few 
are to be found. The town of Kintyrc itfelf has. 
x£forded three hundred failors. thi&jjear. for the 

king'tr. 
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king's navy and privateers, befides a great num- 
ber levied for the land-fervicc ; and yet there is 
no fear city of men to man their bufles as for- 
merly, nor of hufbandmen to till the ground, 
which proves, that thefe Ides, &c. are not fo 
thinly inhabited as common report would make 
us believe. 

At noon I made fail with the flood. The 
water in the founds being much confined by the 
iflands, the tide runs very rapidly. I am even 
informed, that the fpring tide rifes at leaft feven- 
teen feet. Wind S. S: W. I turned faft to 
windward; and at four p* m, 
pafled Mr M'Callum's houfe in Rafay JJle. 
Rafay Ifle. The (ituation of this 
houfe is truly pleafant. It has a fine green be^^ 
fore it, an'8 a plantation of trees to the north- 
eaft to fhelter it from its rigid blafis. The old 
gentleman was with a certain adventurer at a 
well known period, but took care to fecure his 
eftate to his fon who now poffefles it. This 
laird, I am informed, is blefl with nine daugh- 
ters, all fine women, and three fons ; a nunie- 
rous family indeed. I (hould have been glad of 
the honour of paying my refpeds to them ; but 
recolleding the well known proverb, too trite 
to mention here, and being obliged to calculate 
the tideS|. we continued our courfe, and at fix 
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p. m. found curfelves abreaft of Scalpa Ifland. 

At eleven p, m. we came to an 
Scalpa I/land, anchor in the found oppoQte 

Caftle M^KinnoD, clofe in the 
bay where the old ruinous caftle of that name 
ftands; blowing freih gales at S« by £. with 
rain. 

I took care, in the whole courfe of my tra- 
verfe, to try tlie fifhing, as I was provided with 
lines; and I have {he fatisfa£tion to declare^ that 
my attempts in every place proved fuccefsful^, 
havmg always got fifh of different fpecies, and 
excellent of their kinds. In this refped, I per* 
fe£Uy coincide in opinion with Herman Moll, 
geographer, (whofe chart of this coaft I have), 
when he fays that this place, as well as all the 
weft coaft of Scotland, abounds with herrings 
and various other kinds of fifh. Every trial I 
have made, and every information I have been 
able to gather on this head, from the moft in- 
telligent people, confirm me as to the juftnefs 
of his remarks and obfervaiions, which are, in 
bis own words. 

That,, from the eaft point of Arran to the 
rock Ailfa, and to the coaft of Ayr, there is good 
cod and ling ii(hing : 



That ^ 
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That at the Bilhop's Ifles^ and all the adjacent 
places^ there are abundance of cod and ling: 

That federal veflels from the north and eaft 
coafts of: Scotland, come to Barra in the fummer 
to Hfh, and never fail to return loaded with cod 
and ling : 

That upon the noFth»weft coaft of Sky, and 
in the neig^bouiing lochs, abundance of herrings 
are annually taken t 

That at Loch Tarbeti and all along the Har« 
ris and Lewis iflands^ there is great plenty of 
cod, ling, and long fea:eels: 

That at Scalpa, and. all the IQandson the eaft 
of Sky, vaft quantities of herrings refort, and are 
caught in abundance; and that not only there, 
but alfo in the ]och$ both on the continent aivi 
iflands, all of which abound .with the moft com- 
modious natural harbours in the world, where- 
by pcrfous may fidi there with the greateft 
fafety. 

Thus. far Mr Moll and the Author agree, 
with this additional favourable circumftancc, 
that there are many more fifhing banks and 
grounds all along thefe (Iiores, iflands and conti- 

pent. 
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nenty thjin Mr Moll has taken ootice of.— The 
obfervations made on his map, which is allow- 
ed to be very juft, are founded on experience 
(the beft of all knowledge), and wMch fhe^s 
the facility of eftablifhing here the moft advanta- 
geous fiihing in the world. Some rivers here 
might likewife be made navigable, at a fmall 
expence^ for conveying timber to the fea-fide, 
it being well known, that excellent firs and 
other trees are in thefe parts : So that, if plan- 
tations were properly * attended to, and the 
above improvement adopted, we (hould have 
no occafion to go to Norway for, wood, nor to 
Newfoundland for fi(h, feeing we have abun- 
dance of both in North Britain. 

On Tuefday the X4th May, at five a. m« 
I weighed anchor from M'Kinnon bay, the 
wind at S. £• with fmall rain. By certain (igns 
m the atmofphere, I forefaw a ftorm was brood- 
ing ; and as it would be efTentially ferviceable 
to mariners to have this kind of pre-fcience, 
that is, a knowledge of the wind and weather, 
in which conCids the moft eflential part of feaw* 
man (hip, J fhall endeavour to communicate it 
for their benefit ; declaring, that the obferva- 
tions I am how about to make, are the refult 
of thirty-four years experience, and which, I 
affirm, on my honour, never failed to produce 

the 
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the cfFed mentioned, I have often attempted 
to impart my knowledge on this important 
point, called by failors pre fence of mind ; but 
which is, in fact, (kill, founded on a feries of ob- 
fervations on the appearance of the atmofphcre, 
xi'ith the efFeds it has produced as to the diffe* 
rent changes of ihe wind and weather ; and the 
ftronger it is to blow from any point of the 
compafs, the more viiible and true are the 
prognofticating. figns : but however anxious I 
may have been to comipunicate this to my bro- 
ther feamen, my attempts have hitherto been 
fruftrated, inafmuch as I could never convey 
my ideas intelligibly to another, unlefs the phe- 
nomena had been prefent with the perfon. In 
hopes, however, of being uncierftt)od by ihofe 
who plough the watery ocean, I have refumed 
the effay, convinced that their lives and proper- 
tics, in the time of a ftorm, depend on their 
being acquainted with this matter, and for 
want of which, the world, in general, attribute 
the cataftrophe to negled or inattention. . 

To proceed then : About midnight ihc U'Ca- 
ther cleared ; the aurora horealis^ commonly 
called by faibrs fir earner s^^ appeared on the 
N. W. point of the horlz. n ; at one in the 
morning, they wcr« in our zenith, and extended 
to tlie fouth-eaft, covering almoft the whole he- 

VoL. ll. S mifphcre; 
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mifphere ; 'the weather very clear, and the wind 
at S, W. with fine foft breezes ; from which 
phenomena, I told the watch on deck what 
was to happen. 

The crew afTured me it was impoflible, from 
appearances, to come to pafs, and that I was 
certainly miflaken when I affirmed that the wind 
would blow from the fouth^eaft quarter, which 
they were inclined to believe, would proceed 
from the north-weft, if at all. In a few hours, 
however, my predidion began to be verified ; 
the wind having already veered with the fun to 
that point, as it always does, in fimilar cafes. 
I went to bed, and at five in the morning, when 
I turned out, to get under way, the crew, with 
aftonifhment, faid, I had foretold what had ac* 
tually happened ; upon which an old man faid, 
in a low voice, not thinking to be heard, '^ thai 
man is not canny ; he has certainly the fecond 
fight." — From a fecond obferyation I then 
made, I could difcover that it would firft rain, 
and then blow gently for fome hours from the 
fouth-eaft ; next clear up, and blow very hard 
from the fouth-wefl ; 1 told them this, and it ' 
aftually came to pafs accordingly ; whereupon 
the v/hcle crew believed 1 lud the (econd fight. 

This 
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TJiis knowledge, as I faid before, is the refolt 
of upwards of thirty years' experience, and is 
founded principally on the following obfervati- 
on : Contrary to tlie common pradice of people 
on land, who look to the point from which the 
wind blows, for the force and confequcnce of 
the gale, I turn my back to the wind, and re- 
mark the fky on that very point the wind blows^ 
to. If it lowers, and (lands faft, the gale wiH 
increafe and continue proportionably ; and the 
more it rifes above the horizon, the ftronger 
and more violent will be the gale ; nor will it 
ceafe till that lee fky begins to vanilh or give 
way. When this clears up, the gale is over; 
the clouds fetch v^ayy and difperfe : but if the 
clouds ftand faft, and feem, as it were, to pent 
up 'the whid, the gale will affuredly continue, 
and its tempefti^dufnefs may be afcertained, ae- 
cording to their height above ihe horizon. 

I (hall be glad if thefe curfory remarks on 
that which often, at certain feafons of the year, 
proves fatal ta the lives and properties of indi* 
viduals, may be a mean of conveying fuch a 
knowledge-, as may forewarn perfons of the ap- 
proaching' dange^r, in order that they may be 
properly prepared to ward it off. If thofe, 
whofe buHnefs it is to be at fea, will add my 
remarks to their own obfcrvations on this head^ 

S 2 I acQ 
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I am perfuad^d they will amount' to a confii'niai* 
tion of the fafts, and prove beneficial to them* 
felves in fuch a perilous fituation* 

Returning from this digrelfion, I muft now 
inform my readers, that we turned to windward 
through tills narrow found, with little wind> at 
S. E. by E. with fmall rain. At nine a. m. 
we opened the found of Glenloeh. It takes ifs 

. "name from an old fortj nam- 
Glenhch Sound, ed Glenloeh Caftle, garri- 

foned by a few old lavaHds, 
having barracks therein to keep them comfort- 
able, though not in the bcft repair. At the en- 
try into this found, through which the tide runs 
very rapidly, lies a rock under water at half tide^ 
called Colnugh-ftone* The wind at eaft, witb 
a heavy rain, carried us through the found ; and 
at two p. m. exadly asl had foretold, the wind 
ihifted to the fouth-weft, and blew very ftrong. 
The weather cleared up,^ as the ebb-tide, which 
goes to the .fouthward, was fpent. We pufi 
into the harbour of itle R^nfa, called by the 

people Jeremiah's Idand. 

Ran/a Jfle, of- At five />. m. 1 went 

Jeremiah*! IJland. afhore, and waited on Mr 

M'Donald, tackfman here, 
and bailie of the diftrjd, who told me what o\her 
judicious perfons of this part of the country had / 

done 



AND FISHERIES OF SCqTLAND. 20^ 

. done before, that theCe trifling fmall farnis of 
what they called arable lands, engrofs all their 
care and attention; thereby totally neglefting 
• that great objed the filheries. I am confident 
k would be more advantageous to them- t©* 
bring dieir cgrn from the remoteft coi'ner of 
Europe, than raife it at the expence attending it 
on thefe iflandsj for, befidestliat they pay their 
lair J, now their lord, a moft exorbitant rent> 
their labour is totally in vain, inafmuch as the 
the coldnefs of the climate, the wetnefs of the 
foil, and the frequent falls of rain, deftroy their 
crops nine years out of ten ; and even the pro- 
duce of the tenth year is an objed of no con(u 
deration, if put in competition with the profits 
of filhing. 

The people on th^s ifland have taken every 
ffep to teftify their loyalty to his Majefty, and 
attachment . to their lord ; as every family wha 
had two Xons made, I may fay, si willing facri- 
fice of one, to ftrengthen the hands of govern- 
ment in fo critical a Gcuation« But, alas! how 
are they rewarded by him whom they are 
taught to look on a» their fatlier ? By an exor- 
bitant rife of rents, under which they groan to 
this very hour I What a pity it is, that thofc 
who are pcflefled df ihe means of doing good, 
• by their affluence, (hould be fuch dupes to ava- 

S 3 rice^ 
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I 

rice, as to render themfclves and depeadants: 
miferable, by grinding the face of the poor, in 
order to accumulate riches on riches. This, I 
am inforaied, is too much the cafe with the 
unhappy people on this ifland, who, being de- 
prived of the means of acquiring a common 
education, and vaffals in every feafe of the 
word, arc in a ftate of blind ignorance, as well 
as pcrfeft flavcry. 

After the many emigrations, and the vaft 
number of recruits lately raifcd in this quarter,, 
k is aftoniihing to fee what a number of (lout, 
able-bodied people are yet remaining here, I 
have not met with a more populous ifland in all 
my furvey, tlie ifle of Sky excepted. Ere my^ 
velTel had been an horn' at anchor, the crowds, 
of people feen on the (horc, and thofe wha 
came on board, excited wonder and admi- 
ration. This pleafing view raifed in me the mod 
agreeable" emotions, and called to my reraem- 
brance what Bailie Campbell of Tir-y told me. 
That the prefent John Duke of Argyle was a 
few years ago offered 500 1. ftcrling per anm^my 
advanced rent, for part of Ills lauds of Tir-y, 

* 

on which farms above eighty families fabfilled 
by labour and induftry. But hij Grace's anfwer, 
which does honour to humanity, and cannot^but 
add luftre to his dignity, breathed fuch fentiments 

of 
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of innate goodnefs (if we have any quality be- 
longing to us innate), fuch unbounded liberality, 
fuch efFufions of fellow-feeling, that it would be 
the height of injuftice not to lay them before 
my reader : '* Am I/^ fays his Grace^ '^ to dit 
poflefs, and reduce to beggary, fo many of my 
people, wlio have always been loyal to their 
King, friends to their country, and well-wifhcrs. 
to the family of Argyle, f6r the paltry fum of 
500 1. per annum, or, bdeed for any fum, while 
I poflefs a competency ? No : They fliall enjoy 
their poffeflions at the rent they now pay as 
long as they and I live ; and I fhatl earncftly 
recommend it to my fon to do the fame after my 
death." — 

• 

I was no fooner informed of his Grace's noble 
fentiments, than I immediately contrafted him 
with the Laird or Lord laft mentioned. The for- 
mer poflelTcd of principles the moft benevolent 
and humane ; the latter, — ' . 1 might 

add, befides, as an encomium on his Grace, that 
his condud is alfo political. Great natural inte- 
reft makes a man of confequence at court. His 
Grace can always, in times of danger, bring a 
number of brave, hardy fellows into his Majef-' 
ty*s fervice, to defend his country, or to go,'by 
order of the King, to the raoft diftant part of 
his dominions. Such a perfon, therefore, as his 

Grace, 
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Grace, who, from family connefUons, and the 
good-will of his claii, added to the Jiherality, 
tendernefs and humanity, exercifed towards his 
dependants and families, is of much more fervice 
to government than the richeft Nabob in South 
Britain ; experience convincing us, that money- 
is often infufficJent to raife troops when moil 
wanted. 

Friday the 15th May, at two a. m. I made 
an attempt to get under fail ; but, exaftly as I 
expected, the gale I fpoke of increafed at fouth^ 
weft, which was dircdlly againft us. We wei*e 
therefore obliged to hold by our ground tackles^^ 
that is, anchors and cables. Thinking it proper 
to fet our lines, and even to try our hand lines, 
we caught fome fine floumlers, and a few fmall 
cod. — At eight /». m. it blew a dorm from the 
S. W. by W.^ We veered out more cable, 
though the harbour is good and the ground 
likewife, by which mean we got the other • an- 
chor clear. 

At 



* Here I cannot but take notice of a capital 
error />, op rather want of feamanjhif^ The 
mafter with his crew ivere putting another buoy 
en the a?2chor, ivhifh I immediately prevented, 
knowing it to be a very' dangerous thing to h.w9 
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At this time I received a viGt from the fchool- 
mafter of the pariih of Slate, in the ifle of Sky> 
one Miles M^Innes, who appeared to be a fe* 
date, induftrious, fober man, well acquainted 
with the fituatioit and commerce of the coun* 
try. — This inftruftor of youth, tho^ he has a wife 
and family, has no more than ten pounds llcr- 
Ihig per annum ; a fum by far too fmall for the 
mamtenance of his family, and the importance 
of the office. And I^was forry to be informedj^ 

that the great Lord M'D d, who ought to 

be the firft to promote education among the 
poor children, and to reward an able, diligent 
teacher, is the moil averfe to it^ and refufe& 
to bedow the fmallefl: fum as an encourage- 
ment to the children to attend^ or the maC» 

ter 



tnore than one buoy^ even though all your an* 
chori Jhould he down* For in the event of your 
fiip^j driving, in which cafe we let fall our an- 
chors to Jlay the fhip^ one of the buoy ropes is 
very apt to fweep and entangle the other, caufing 
the anchors to cant or lofe their hold, and 
thereby rendering them of no fervice^ as the 
flews (the holding parts of the anchor) cumtdt 
penetrate the bottom; and the weighl of the an* 
chors themf elves can have but little force tojiop 
the veffel, being totally ^inadequate to bring. uf 
thefJjip's head to the wind^ ~ " 
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ter to inflruft them. What a pity it is, that the 
rifing generation here fhoold be fo much neglec« 
ted, who, confidering their remotenefs from the 
capital, and other difadvantages, appear man* 
ncrly, attentive and obliging. I am told there 
is at prefent no lef& a Jum than 44,000 1. ftcr- 
ling lying in the hands of our godly people here, 
for the purpofe of propagating Chriftian Know- 
ledge. They have not, however, been very 
fucccfsful in converting Chriftian people in Ame- 
x\ck, though vaft funis have been expended. 
The late Mr Charles Cochrane, i'^QdXCin^ on 
this fubjeft. fjixd, Chnji'tan people ! Chriftian 
rafcals / and I perfeftly coincide with him in 
thinking, that a greater part of the above fum 
might be much better employed at home, to 
inflruct young people in reading, writing, &c. 
and the principles of the Chriftian religion. It 
perhaps may not be credited by fome of ray rea- 
ders, though it is an abfolute fa^H:, that five years 
ago it was propofed to build a new fcbool here ; 
in confequence of which, a plan and eflimate of 
the building ^'^zs given in, which amounted to 
the enormous fum of thirty pounds fterling! 
For want of money, however, not a ftone of 
the foundation is laid ; nor could I leani that 
he who ought to have given the whole, has con- 
tributed a tingle farthing; on which account, 
XchooUmafter^ unable to gain his living by 
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his profeflion, has turned fi/her and farmer ; and 
the children, feemingly by the defire of the pro- 
prietor, remain ignorant to the laft degree. \ 

Friday noon, the weather extremely bad ; a 
temped at S. W. with fnow, hail, fleet and rain. 
It reminded me of what I -had often heard the 
late learned Lord tlibank fay concerning the 
weather of this country • that from long expe- 
rience, and attentive obfervation, ha found that 
the month of May in our climate was more 
changeable, and the weather lefs to be depended 
upon, than in the month of December . Now, 
though I perfeftly agree with his Lordihip, from 
thirty-four years experience, but more efpecially 
from this traverfe, yet the length of the day is 
a mod efTential point with thofe whofe bufinefs 
calls them to fca. ' ' 

, Saturday i6th, very blowing weather for 
th^ laft twenty-four hours; wind at S. W. 
with rain. This morning the wind was a little 
■ more moderate, though ftill from the fame 
quarter, which is rather uncommon at this fea* 
fon, as a kind of trade-winds (eafterly) is ex- 
pefted, from wjiich quarter it has been known 
to blow here, for fix weeks together in the 
month' of May/:&f feWn /^. m. the gale abated, 
oir which we weighed anchor, the wind W. by x 

S. 
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S. and flood td fca. We turned through the 
found Killkaky at midnight^ when it rained hard 
and fdlxahn. 



Sunday the 17th at fea. A Anall breeze at 
two in the morning, from the E. N. E. We 
fet fquare fail, and all the fails we had to fet ; 
and fleered S. W. by W. for the found of 
Mull *. We fleered along fhore, keeping much 
towards the ifland of Egg^ the iil^s of Rum 
and Cannay lying on our ftarboard fide. At 

noon we entered the found of 
Sound of Mull. Mull, having hazy, dripping 

weather, with the wind at N^ 
N. W. At five a, m. we came into the bay of 

Tippermonie in the f ifland 
Tippermome hay. of Mull. Here I had the 

good fortune to meet with 
Mr McDonald of Boifdale and his fpoufe, who 

were 

* The variation of the compafs here is not 
lefs than three points^ 

f There is an ifland here called J-Columb* 
Kill J that has a good harbour ^ with a fmall fifh'^ 
irtg hank. Here ts frequently ^ as well as amorg ^ 
the rejl of the fmall Ijlands nn the foutb-'wefl 

point (if Mull, pretty ^ood fifhmg, — To narrate 

the 
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\^crc wind-bound, with whom I fpcnt an agree- 
able evening on board their flo(^, and reteived 
every mark of politenefs, with an invitation to 
vifit him at his houfc the next feafon. 

Monday the 18th, at four^. m. 1 made fail, 
(having accommodated a gentleman on board my. 
floop), the wind at W. N. W. fine frefh gales, 
with hazy weather. At ten we were almoft 
through the found^ being abreaft of Dowart 
caftle^ garrifoned by a few invalids. This fine 
country, excellent for iheep, formerly belonged 
to the M*Leans, at prefent to his Grace the 
Duke of Argyle. We now hauled up clofe by. 
the wind, which was W. by N. our courfe be- 
ing more to the wcftward. 
At ftoon we found outfelves Oban, and Dun* 
abreaft of Oban and Dun- ft^ff^agt caftle. ^ 
ftaffhage caftle, well known, 
and in the courfe to Brora, as you muft pafs it 

Vol. II. T in 
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the number of Kings hurled here, and the wort' 
derful things toU by travellers, would be guite 
foreign from my pyrfofe, I muft therefore re* 
fer the curious reader ta tbofe voyagers who 
have 'uifited thij place in tiueft of miracks, for 
information a^ to the anti gutty and wonders of 
this holy^ inchanted place. 
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in your reach up. At two p. m. die wbd bd 
to the S. W. and the tide TpeDt, 

Eafdale. went into Eafdale, where there wi 
fix veflels loading flatej.'Tbefe qu 

ries give em^^oyaient to fume hundreds of pi 

pic, labourers, fulors, &c. in the different o[ 



At feven p. m. we made fail from Eafdal 

ihe wind N. W, hy N. frefli gales and clou 

weath^. At nine we arrived 

Crinan hay. Crinan ba/, a good, fafe harbou 

Duntroon caltle bearing N. ] 

E, from it, at about half a mile diftance. 

On Tuefday ihe-ipth, at five a. m. I fe 
my boat on fhore with compliments to Duntroo 
At eight I went on fhore, and having difpatcht 
Ely Hoop for Greenock, I waited on bim ai 
Mrs Campbell, at whofe houfe I met with 
very cordial reception. In the afternoon I wai 
ed on toy friend Mr M'TavUh of Duoardr 
«ith whom I ftaid all night. And, 

On Wfdnefday the 20th, at 6ve a. m. M 
M'Taviih provided me with a horfe, and accon 

panied me to the head nf Loc 
Itch Gilp. Gilp. I took a circumfpeftive vie 

of the ground as it lay from Cr 
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nan bay to the bead of tbe loch, from which it 
appeared to me as if nature had intended a com- 
munication here between the two feas, the rife 
being almoft imperceptible, and. the ground nei- 
ther too (oft nor too hard; and beddes which, 
there is a fine rivulet at the very elevation, cal- 
led the point of partition. It is alfo to be obfer- 
ved, that this rill of water divides at this very 
point ; a part ofit running weft to Crinan bay, 
and part eaft to Loch Gilp. Crinan bay is cap« 
able of giving good road Jead to. all the jQiips of 
Great Britain ; and the head of Loch Gilp^ is 
likewife extenfive, fafe and commodious. Mr • 
W^tt and others have made furveys and eiti- ' 
mates of the expenc? of this national objed, by . 
order of his prefent Majefty, to whpfe minutes 
I refer thofe who wilh to be more fully acquain- 
ted with the importance of the dcfign ; and were 
it to be completed, it would prove of the great- 
eft advantage to the Trade, Fiiheries and Com- 
merce of Great Britain. 

i As 1 could not get a boat at Loch-Gilp, 
Head, I rode up to the ferry of Welt- Otter, 
where I fupplied myfelf with one, and at ten a, m. 
I proceeded to Inverary, whither I arrived at five 
f . m. I immediately went to the 
caftlej and waited on Lord Frederick Inverary. 
Campbell, who received me in the 

• T a . politeft. 
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politeft and mod friendly manner, giving me a 
hearty welcome. I ftaid with his Lordfliip dll 
eight ; drank tea with Lady Frederick and two of 
the young ladies, who are as affable and complai- 
fant as they are amiable and accomplilhed. As I 
had bufmefs viich Mr Campbell of Sonochan^ 
the Duke of Argyle's chamberlain, I could not 
do myfelf the honour - to accept of Lord aud 
Lady Frederick's invitation to ftay all nighty 
though I dui that of dining with them the next 
day, flattering myfelf with enjoying his Lofd- 
Ihip's converfation on the trade^ fifheries,. and 
msmufadures of this country. 

On ThurfUay, the 2 id of May, early in the 
JBorning, I infpeded the carpet manufaAory and 
fpinning houfe ; and I have the pleafure to ui- 
form the public, that fo great is the increafe and 
fuccefs of this manufadVure, that for one ftone 
of wool that was fpun two years ago, fix ftoifts 
are now fpun, the quantity amounting to, at 
lead, fixty ftones per month, of even, good 
worded. There are about one hundred girls 
employed in this ufeful bufinefs ; not to reckon 
the vaft number that are employed in the vari- 
ous parts of it ; infomuch, that the young ones, 
who were formerly idle, are now very induflri* 
ous ; and men willbg to work find plenty of 
loyment. 

Previous 
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Previous to the eftabliftiment of the above 
manufadory, the inhabitants were priacipally 
employed in knitting (lockings for the Aberdeen 
merchants, though they have always done fome^ 
thing in the fpinning way, and eruployed a fe\r 
looms for country fale. His Grace of Argyle^ - 
however, lately cftablifhed the above manufac* 
ture here, upon a pretty exteuQve fcale ; and, 
beddes fubfcribing L. 500, has complimented 
the company with the materials neceffary for 
carrying it on. Thb manufafture will prove a 
fund of wealth to the town,— -l-e beneficial to 
the proprietors, send a blefling to the induftrious 
poor, many of whom were daily feeling the 
griping hand o^ poverty and diflrefs for want 
of employment, The.deamefs of coals, indeed^ 
may be faid to be a clog to the fucccfe of thi» 
manufaOore, but living, on the whole, is tole-^ • 
rably cheap here* With rcfped to meal, and 
other grains, the people can always be fupplied 
from Clyde or Ireland, with a very trifling ex- 
pence on the iirft coft \ and as to coals, already 
hinted at, I have no doubt but tlie noble pa* 
tron will, in due time, make application to Par- 
liament to relieve the induftrious poor from thi» 
heavy ditfrefliDg tax, felt only by the Highland-^ 
ers. — From the Iccal fituation of the place,— 
the pati*ioCifm of the noble Duke, — and the op-- 
portunity of conveying -the goods manufa Aured 

T 3 here 
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here to any part of the globe, — I am under no 
kind of doubt, but this infant manufadiory will 
be very profperous, and in the ifiue be a^valu* 
able and permanent acquifition to the internal 
, commerce of this kingdom. 

After viiiting the above manufadory, I took 
a furvey of the riew town (the old one is fd 
totally annihilated, as not to have the fmalleft 
veftige remaining), built on a regular plaa* 
The houfes are neat, commodious, and fubftan- 
tial, and^covercd with Eafdale blue flate. There 
is likewife a large church, a town-hou(e, a pub- 
Kc fchool, and a good inn for the accommodation 
of travellers. The ground abouti^he caftle is 
laid out with the greateft tafte into a policy or 
J>lantation ; and there are many other natural 
and artificial beauties in the environs, to defcribc 
which does not fall fo immediately under my 
prcfent plan. 

At three in the afternocm, I did myfelf the 
honour to wait on Lord Frederick' to dinner, in 
the time of which I enjoyed the pleafure of a 
moft agreeable converfation with tht; ladies, who 
converfed with eafe, dignity, and propriety, and 
whofe politenefs and degage manner contri- 
touted not a little to render this vifit the *raor« - 
pkafing. I put into his Lordihip's hands a 

copy 
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copy of the memorial I -drew up as to the 
expediency of Parliament's continuing the boun* 
ty on the herring- fifhingy in^ith reafons and 
arguments in fupport of the application* I 
alfo gave his Lordfliip my fentiments on the 
cod and ling fifhing^ and my thoughts on the 
propofed Crinan canal; all which memorials 
and papers Lord Frederick read with attention^ 
and promifed to exert himfelf in behalf of every 
meafure that was pointed out for, and carried 
the appearance of^ promoting and furthering 
the profpcrity-of this country. 

His Lordfhip obferved in general terms^ that .- 
it was a delicate matter to petition either for an 
increafe or alteration in the prefent bounty^ left 
we might lofe that aid which the wirdomX)f 
Parliament has thought proper 'to beftow to 
bring this great objecft to maturity. His Lord- 
ihip wiflicd great fuccefs to this important 
branch of trade^ and Hoped to fee the time 
when it would be profecuted with m(^e ligour, 
and with le/s bounty ^ that government might 
be induced to believe they had been foflering a 
favourite, who couldin due time not only fup* 
port itfelf, but alfo amply repay them, by ia- 
creafe of revenue, for the money already appiu3- 
priated in helping to bring it to maturity. 

I was 
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I was then defired by hk Lordfliip to prefent 
hixn, at my conveniency, with an accompt^asnear* 
ly as poflible^ of the extent of the Newfoundland 
trade^ carried on by the (Iiips of Gre«^t Britaioy-«» 
the quantity of fifli imported fromthence into £ng« 
land, and alfo the quantity exported from New« 
foundland to foreign parts ;-*togetber with the 
tonnage of fhipping, and the number of hands 
employed in that trade. This requifition is an 
additional proof of his Lordfhip^s attention to 
the fifheries and trade of Great Brit;dn ; and 
(hews how anxious he is of being acquainted 
with every minutias that might tend to throw a 
new light on the fubjed. 

His Lordfliip is juftly revered in this country 
by perfbns of all ranks and denominations. The 
lower clafs look on him as cheir general father i 
and his humanity and public fpirit gained the 
hearts of the lad to fuch a degree, that he found 
no difficulty incompleting his regiment of fenci* 
bles, for the farther ftrength and fupport of this 
nation. The whole corps, who do honour to 
the military profeffion, had each the deiired fa» 
tlsfadion of feeing his Lordfhip per/on ally before 
they enlided ; and there is no doubt, fliould they 
be called into affion, of their fupporting that 
courage, fortitude, and bravery, for which the 
troops of this Ifland have been juftly celebrated 
T in aucient as well as modern times* 
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On Friday the aad of May, at fercn a, m. I 
left Inverary, and made -the bed of my way to 
Greenock. I eroded Loch Fine to Ardnahow, two 
miles-above St Catharine's^ where I took horfes 
over the neck of land about eight miles to the 
head of Loch Goyl, whither I arrived at noon. 
, . I dined with the Reverend Mr 
Loch Coyl. M'Lea, who told me, in the courfe 

of converfation> that Alexander 
Campbell, one of Arcfldnglas' tackfmen or far* 
mers, hacC great sierrt in fiihing the; bead of this 
loch ; that he had, within thefe four years, in- 
creafed the number of bis boats and nets as fix 
to one ; and that moii of his fiihers came over 
to him at the proper feafon from Nairn. This 
information excited my curiofity to be fully 
acquainted with their mode of payment, the 
nature of their fifhing, and to what market the 
fifli were fent for fale ; upon which I was told, 
that Mr Campbell provides boats, nets, lines, 
and every material for fifhing, and allows his 
fifbermen one half of the fifh caught for their 
trouble. Mr Campbell has contrived net^ with 
which they catch falmon, cod, feaths, feals^ 
haddocks, and' many other kinds of fait water 
fifh, and mackarel, when in feafon, in vaft quan- 
tities. Nay, fo great has been their fuccefs in 
the laft kind, that they have often caught from 
30CO to 5000 at a draught ; the market for 

which. 
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^hich^ .is well as the others^ if prmdpalljr. GIa£l 
gov, Paifley^ Greenock, &c. ; and the very in« 
habitants themfelves, who often ^ffift the fiflier- 
men in hauling their nets on fhore, when hexrf 
loaded, are moft generoufly rewarded by Mr 
Campbell, who gives them as many fiih as they 
can carry home, for the ufe of their families. 

I cannot omit, in this place, doing juftice to 
the liberality and public-fpirited conduct •£ Sir 
James Campbell of Ardkinglas, his landlord, who 
has been pleafed moft generoufly to give him, • 
as a reward for his induftry, leave to fiflh nine 
years in this part of -the loch rent free; and 
Alexander Campbell himfelf alfo pays to Col« 
Jofeph Campbell of Strichur, 30 1. fterling for the 
liberty of fifliing twelve years in the weft (ide 
of Loch Long, the Colonel's property ; the op- 
polite fide of which belongs to Mr MTarlane of 
M'Farlane. 

I took the freedom to fend for Alexander 
Campbell, and after fome converfation on the 
fubje^l, he (liewed me his nets, boats, and cables^ 
with fome fiih he had taken that morning. 'J!\i& 
mackarel were at this time juft come into the 
loch, fome hundreds of which he had caught that 
morning ; they wtfii^ very fat and fold for one 
penny halfpenny each, though at a medium 

they 
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they fell for three farthings. The haddocks' 
caught here are generally thick ^nd well grown, 
and much larger than ii^at frequent the eaft 
coalt; and th^ feaths are nearly as large as 
ling. 

Ardkinglas ha.s a great eftate here, that is ex- 
tremely proper for breeding fheep, many thou- 
sands of which are now feedmg and thriviiig 
well upon it, producing excellent wool. Some 
few tenants tar their hogs, though very flightly • 
and even in this cafe they mix a fmall quantity 
of tar with a large portion of butter, which 00m- 
ppfitien does lefs injury to the quality of the 
wrooL The many thoufands of fheep that are 
now feeding upon thefe hills, fince their propa- 
gation has been attended to,, have given them a 
beautiful, rich verdure, that with the (beep 
themfelves form an agreeable profped. 

« 

At four ^.fw. I took leave of my reverend 
friend, and Alexander Campbell, and proceeded 
down the loch for Greenock. The wind and tide 
being againft us, it was ten at night 
Courock. before we reached Gourock, three 
' miles below Greenock; and as the 
wind continued in the fame point, and the tide 
was coming down, 'we could make no farther. 



On 
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On Sattaxlay the 2od of May, at five a. m. wc 
left Gourock, and at ux we arrived at Greeaodu 
ICs Majefly's fbip the Thetis, an 
Greenock, armed (hip, and twenty transits 
were in the road, having on be«rd 
the 70th regiment, the Duke of Argyle^ with 
three companies of draughts. At noon the fleet 
got under £ul, but the wind fliifnng irery foen 
to the S. W. they came to anchor again in 
Greenock road. 

I took an opportunity of waidng on Mr John . 
Dunlop and Mr Bain, the Board's cure-mafter, 
who informed me that all the herrings fifhed 
laft were (hipped o£Fin good condition, and[had 
given great fatisfa£Hon. The town, at this time, 
was crowded like a bee-hive : the multirudes of 
people confumed vaft quantities of vivres of all 
kinds, and, confcquently , being in want of many 
forts of articles, caufed a great circiilation of cafli 
among the inhabitants, which was ftill farther 
incrcafed by a brifk demand for checks, and fuch 
like ftuffs, as the officers, foldiers, and failors 
were in want of long ti'owfers for their voyage. 

Sunday 24th, fine mild weather, but the wind 
variable. At noon the whole fleet got under fail, 
except three tranfports^ with fome additional 

companies. 
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companies, and a fupernumerary one having no 
troops, who had got no orders how to proceed. 

On Monday the 25th May, at fix a, m. I 
landed all my ftores, and gave my crew fome 
Hlh for their families ; and| 

On Wednefday 17th, at eight a, m> I took 
boat for Glafgow ; fine wcatlier; wind N. W. 
Our boat grounded feveral times fome miles be- 
low Glafgow, tho' ihe drew only three one-half 
feet of water ; but as the tide was flowing, we 
got off; and at one p. m, I arrived at the 
Broomielaw, from whence I proceeded to Edin- 
burgh, having fulfilled the in{lru6Uons I had re- 
ceived from the Honourable Board of Tru flees, 
with refpeft to the herring fiihing on the weft 
coaft. 

' The conclnfion I am able to draw from the 
whole of my furvey, amounts to this : That 
from the numerous inlets called Lochs, their ex- 
tcnfivenefs, the numberlefs, inexhaufted her- 
rings, cod, ling, and every fpecics of the white 
tribe, — the amazing qnaniiries of the whale kind, 
fun-fifli, fin-filh, fpermaccti-fiih, and feals, and, 
in fliort, of every valuable fpecies, than can be 
got in any part of ?fie world ; I am dearly of 
opinion, and perfstlly convinced, that if half tlie 

VoJ.e II., U pien 



2 K ESSAYS ON THE TRADE 



TT.cxi in Grrac Biitaiii were to be employed in 
z'-.e FifberleSy their labour would be amply re- 
V irdid, while the foorce from which tbev would 
arqcL-e then- riches is inexJhauAible. llius hath 
.: r>£!VJ :he great Atit}:or of Nature to Uefs 
the T.:>r'r. and wefl parts of Scotland with an in- 
viluabie rL'zcrw an.l with thebsil. mod com mo* 
il'.jcs. ar.i ^cceiEbley ax:d the mjft numerous 
rarlv^rs for the Ipace, that are to be found any 
V. here b the known world. Norway, Sweden, 
:be BJ::r, and North Aoierica, with which 
places I am well acquainted, have good har- 
bo'jrs indeed, but often at a great dillance from 
vr.e ancther; whereas, here yen have fafe and 
coc%erJent ones withhi a few miles of each other, 
Lcth on the continent, and on ihc illands, from 
four to nftecn faihoms water, with clean, good 
i:c!diiijr "rour.»i ; in manv cf which, thouorh the 
ihin be without a cable cr anchor, and in the 
pre at eft di(brcis, you may fafely run ycur vedcl 
aflicrc on the beech, and lave lives, fhip and 
cargo ; lb indulgent has heaven been to the in- 
habitants of this little-known coaft, as well as 
to thcfe cf South 3:-i:a:n. la fine, 1 prefjnie 
the propriety cf ths iV^jv.ing obfervation will 
not be Called in q-jefaon, v.hen I declare, Thit 
tl;;; HlLin^, if pn^pcrly encouraged, and vigo- 
ri>u!:. rroioJu:eJ, would be cf grriter confe- 
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quence, and bring more real wealth and 
ftrength to Great Britain, than all our American 
fettlements ever did, or ai*c likely to do, feeing 
we are put to no expence in keeping or pro- 
telling it. 



U a CHAP. 
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CHAP. III.. 
SECT. I. 

r 

Containing Nofes and Obfervations on the Heir^ 
ring Tijhingy upon the Eafl Coaft ofScotlandp 
from the 14th j^ugufi 177S, to 16th Septem^ 
ber 1778. 

ON Friday the 14th of Auguft, at ten a. m. 
I left Edinburgh, and proceeded to Had* 
dington^ at which place I arrived 
Haddington, at two p, w. I dined With the Far- 
mers Club at P*airbairn's^ and in 
thi.' evening went and paid my refpe^s to Sir 
D^vitl Kinloch and family, at whofe houfe I 
ftaid ail night. 

Saturday the 15th, at five a. m. I fetout for 
Dunbar, and on my arrival there, 1 waited on 
Air Robert Fall and others, to coa- 
D unbar, fult with tlieni as to the mode to be 
adopted for condu6ling the fiihing, 
and the mofl: probable means of difcovrering the 
flioals of herring that might at this feafon (lir- 
round the coaft. On this fubjcct.Mr Fall fliew- 

ed 



•• 



AND FISHERIES^ OF: SCOTLAND. 233 

ed great judgment, and was, as he always has 
been, very inteHigcnt and explicit, where trade 

and commerce were the fubje^ of debate, 

After mature deliberation on this matter it was 
nnanimouUy agreed, 

imo, That it is abfolutely requifite, that a 
greater fum (hould be bellowed to employ boats 
to go in quell of the fhoals of herrings ; for want 
of a fufBcient number of which, the fifhing is 
rendered more precarious : whereas, in propor- 
tion as the number of thefe boats were augmen* 
ted, the greater would be the chance of fucceed- 
ing, as not a fhoal could appear on the. coafl 
without being obferved, 

ido^ That there ought like wife to be a deck- 
ed vcflel of from twenty-five to thirty tons, with 
a trufiy man on board, to fee that thefe boats 
do their duty,— to fuperintend conftanrly tha 
liQiing, and to (hoot nets occafionally from the 
faU veflel ; anj; in fhort, that it fliould be the 
bufiuefs of Ais Commodore, as we fliall call him, 
tb fee that the fifhing be duly and properly at- 
tctidcd to, and carried on in a regular, orderly 
manner^ 

Mr George Wilfon, a confiderable trader in 
tfai^ line, Roderick M^Kenzie. the Board's cure- 

U 3 ^ "mailer 
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maftcr and others^ coincided in the above opi- 
nion, and threw out many rational atid judici- 
ous hints that occurred to them from long expe- 
rience, or that naturally fuggefted themfelves 
from the advantage of their ittuation, which en* 
ables them to fpeak on this fubjed with confi* 
dence and propriety. 

On Sunday the i6th, taking a view of the 
coal^y I faw the fea-birds making flights, and 
indicating fiich figns as induced me to believe 
that herrings, or fome futh fmall fiih, were on 

the coafl. 

On Monday the 17th, taking a walk along 
the r;ix'>rc, I mkdt inquiry as to what was 
traiiraciip.g, and whether there was any appear- 
ance of fiQi. In the interim, feveral boats came 
into Dunbar with herrings caught on the coad 
of Eyemouth, and at the ifland of May. Some 
of them had from cme to three thcufand ; but 
the country -demand was fo great that it kept 
up t!ic price beyond what the merchants could 
afford to give for falling or reddening, 

Tiiefday the i8th, tl^.c ftate of the fifhing was 
mudi the fame as the day before ; and 



On 
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On Wednefday the ipth^ a few thouTands 
more were brought into ix)rt, but ftill the price 
kept high for the reafbn before mentioned. 

Private bufinefs obliging rae to go to Edin-^ 
burgh on Thurfday the 20th, I did not return 
to Dunbar till Monday the 24th of Auguft,. 
when I was informed that the .fifhing in the in* 
terim had continued, with much the fame faccefs 
as before I left it ; except that George Wilfon, 
and thofe concerned with him at Eyemouth^ had 
reddened about 30O9OO0 herrings. Although 
the price of them was high, viz. fifteen fliillings 
-per thoufand, delivered from the boat fides, yet 
the merchants, in order to induce the fifhermen 
to exert themfelves, paid that money for them, 
as a reward for their pad, and a fpur to their 
future induftry. 

In the mean time, Meffrs Charles and Robert 
Fall and Company, were vigoroufly engaged in 
this great national objecFl, and that not only on 
this part of the coaft, but alfo on the coaft of 
Caitlmcfs, where they have ere<^ed three houfes 
at Staxigo *, for curing red herrings, in which 

they 

* Mr George Toiverj of Aberdeen ^ and Mr 
Cufnnun of Invernefs, have each, likewi/e, a 
hou/e ^t Staxigo hi Caithnefs for reddening her- 
rings. 
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they have cured this year 300,000. They have 
two finacks or flocps conftantly employed in this 
branch ; fo that when the herrings fee in plen- 
tifully on the coaCl of Caithnefs, thefe veflela 
brinr^ them in bullc^ in their holds, to be cured ^ 
at Dunbar. They have likrwife about thirty 
boats from the upper part of the Murray Firth, 
about Fortrofe, oppofite to Fort George, to the 
crews of which they pay, all the year round, ten 
flullings fer thoufand, giving, beddes, three- 
pecks of meal to each boat's crew, during the- 
fcafon of fifhing — Remarkable inftances of. in- 
duftry, perfeverance, and public fpirit in thofe 
refpe<5lable merchants, who, far from being dif-- 
couraged at a fcanty fiihing for a feafon, look 
forward to the next, in hopes of better fuccefey. 
and never Icfc fight of the objeft in view ! 

A-propos to the above, I hope it will not be 
thought a difagreeable digreflion from the fob- 
je<E^, if I relate an anecdote that refpecis one ' 
of the above gentlemen, Mr Robert Fall. 
— The Reverend Mr Weflcy was, fome years 
ago, holding forth to a very great audience at 
Dunbar ; and^ as out of the abundance of the 
heart the mouth fpeaketb, he, imagining that 
the major part of his audience were (iRiers, in" 
his ufnal familiar Hyle, by no means deftitute of 
true eloquence, called out to God^ with a }oud 

voioe^ 
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voice^ to aflift him with a good bait to catch 
any one of their fouls, . A gentleman of wit and 
humour, who was nigh Mr Wefley, replied, 
with no lefs vociferation, *' If you have a mind 
to catch AJr Robert Fall^ it niuft be with a good 
fat herring/' 

Tuefday 25tli Aaguft. The fuccefs in the 
herring fi/hing was much xhe fame this day as 
the preceding. 

Having had frequent occaflon to mention 
Mefirs Fall and Company, I cannot point out 
the extenfivenefs of their trade better than by 
informing my readers, that they have a tack of 
all the cod and lii^g fifh caught at Eyemouth^ 
Coldingham, and all along this coaft, as well as 
on the eaft coaft of Fife, with this provifo, that 
they are obliged to ferve the people in the re- 
fpedlive towns and villages with whatever they 
have occafion for in their feveral families. On 
inquiry, I find the price they pay for each fuU- 
fized cod or ling of 1 8 inches long, from the fin 
at the (houlder, to the upper joint of the tail, is 
four- pence half-penny, and fo in proportion for. 
the fmaller, two of which are generally ac- 
counted a fizeable fifli. The fifliing months 
for thefe are March, April, and May ; at which 
time there arc likewife caught plenty of fcate, 

and 




238 ESSAYS ON THE TRADE 

and halibut, which, though they are excellent 
when frefh cut of the fea^ do by uo means aiw 

fwcr for'falting. 

The herring fifliirp; feafon on the coaft of 
Eyemouth to Dunbar and the eaft of .Fife, 
comes on about the end of July, and continues 
to the I ft of October, but the great take feldom 
holds above eight days ; whereas, herrings 
en the coafl of Caithnefs fet in about the end 
of May, and leave it about the end of Auguft. 

Here it deferves to be remarked, how^ in the 
courfe of time, the channel of trade varies its 
courfe from diiFerent caufes : But in no one ih« 
ftance is it more renisukable than in that which 
concerns the reddening of herrings. It is a 
well known facft, that about a century ago, the 
people of Yarmouth and LeoftofFe, in the county 
of Norfolk, learned the art of curing herrings 
red from, the inhabitants of Dunbar; there hav- 
ing been, before that period, many houfes in 
this town for that purpcfe, in which millions of 
herrings had been cured. Whether by negli- 
gence ov inattention of the people, or whether 
the herringb had altered their courfe, and left 
this coaft, is a matter of conjefture, though the- 
laft feema the moir probable ; yet, certain it is, 
that in tlie cousle of about a hundred years, the 

art 
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art of reddening them was entirely loft to the 
inhabitants here, fome of whom, who arc living 
to this day, remember to have feen great part 
of the buildings ftanding. The herrings having 
fliifted their ground, and got up to the coaft of 
Yannouth and Lcoftoffe, it is certain, that 
many of our people were fent for to teach them 
how to cure and redden them ; fince which 
time, they have, till lately, engrofled the prin- 
cipal fhare of this valuable branch of trade. A 
few years ago, this tribe paying us another vifit, 
we were obliged to fend for the great grand- 
children of thofe very perfons whom we had 
inftruded b the art, to return hither to teach 
us; and as we are once more in poiTefrion of 
the myftery, which is now more generally known 
among us than before ; and as the herrings fwarm 
on every part of our coafts, it is t9 be hoped, 
by du^^care and attention, we fliall continue to 
have an ample fhare of this beneficial trade, 
which, while it gives bread to thoufands, 
ftrengthens the hands of government, by a pro- 
digious increafe of ftout, hardy failors. 

On Wednefday the 26th Auguft, at five in 
the morning, I left Dunbar, and arrived at Eye- 
mouth at nine. It is a pretty 
Eyemoidh. neat, though ftragg'ing village, at 
the mouth of the Eye, governed 

by 
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kg • hffna ^fie »oi a» oooAjbie^. Not. 
«aHb^Bg a^ « » ifcMfi boiii Cume krj , h 
am HVCr te ^—V kife, «r fe » cctravz vctfeU 
rfT—iiii II tiCKixfiiBbai,die«^uer Bnai, 
mi. Ac «0^ vsy vcdkf. The harbtxir doM 
n M«V Bw»#y ' 'Hi ' betima Sir jaCepii 
B^ df a III 1 1 «^ Mr ifcve nf Wcdtkr- 

Or dit<ta^MCianM4<« in lln place, itatt 
» 4k iAM^ B ■** <a« tra^ •hoai 30,000 
^ of ««am Ikbc aoBattT Opffcd ffon 
iMccao weiRk<^Kana«D4odirr psru. 

Sf ia^^i ' *» ie&a»ea, tnai Alcfri 
TWiMU Wlfa^ and Rxibenfan b^ ilr«wly 
|iJifci I SBCyocB acfT ing, for wiacW tlwy bid 
4 aaSsak kfuen pence ^rr hsndreri, of 
Kxicixcrw^. cboat Bt»<4mbkit fill * band 
4f 6tv tore M tbe bimdirrd. Tbrv core «id 
ausigc tbcfli jfwr the lame oncnwr as at 
Dmbar, mL soi bcccfa betag- the oafy wood 
(■fed lor fsoiiag dmi. 

( 1 m to&d (here are aboct j^co eumiajbfe 
^wr ftp i fei tfee p=ti9t, «!')», ta general, Dame 
i ;n tke ffflu^gEnir, ik_ 
i iJt idicngl» diul didi. 
J ^[aoogtbem. Tbey 

Inraniition. 
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infatuation^— -are beginning to be induftrious^ 
and to turn their views to the fifliing with more 
carncftnefs than formerly, for which they are 
nioft advantageouily fituated. The water being 
deep, and the ground rocky, is the reafon why 
they fifh at what is called the float-drave, that 
is, their boats hang by the nets till it is imajpn- 
ed the herrings be caught. Their nets are 
eighteen fcore mefhes deep, each mefli being 
from three-fourths to one inch wide ; but when 
the herrings are long, and full-grown, they ufe 
nets, the mefhes of which are one inch and one 
fourth* 

On Thurfday the 27th, at eight in the even- 
ing, I offered one guinea to any tliree. boats 
that would go out and fhoot their nets, to try if 
any herrings were on the coaft. The evening 
was very fine, and by the appearance of the 
fea-fowl hovering along the fhore, T was in* 
dined to believe the attempt would be attended 
with fuccefs. After •! had ufe'H all the rhetoric 
I was mafter of for (bme time, to nopurpofie^ 
and had fixed to my peroration the irrefiftibie 
appendage of a guinea, as a reward to the ad* 
venturers^ — at lafl, one Englifii boat^s. crew from 
Holy lAand, that were attending on the fifhing^ 
undertook the taflc, tlie ifTue of which was very 
favourable ; for at fjurin the morning I went 
Voi#, II. X down 

t 
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down to the fhore-fide to inquire their (uccefs; 
and before I had remained there half an bourj 
the Englifh boat, to my great fatisfa£Kon, came 
into pent with above five thoufand fine herrings. 
The firft thing 1 did was, to reward the crew 
for their adivity and attention, and the neztj 
to upbraid niy countrymen for their negligence 
and fluggiOinefs, whofe difappointment wai 
equal to their (hame. They, promifing to be 
more attentive for the future, exprefled their 
furprife at my having foretold the weather that 
really happened that night , afTuring me, that 
nothing but the appearance of a ftorm prevent- 
ed them from going out to fea. 




After I had left proper inftruftions with Mr 
Tait as to the manner in which the fifhermen 
ought to proceed, and defired him to keep a ftrid 
obfervance of the rules, I Idft Eyemouth, and 
returned again to Dunbar. As fooa 
Dunbar, as I arrived there, I held a court at 
the houfe of Roderick M'Kenzie, the 
Board's cure-mafter here, at which there were 
prefenti George Wilfon admiral-fubftitutey (un- 
der Mr Buchan of Kello, who was appointed 
by Lord Breadalbane for this part of the coaft), 
and twenty- two (kippers of boats. The court 
was fenced, and a chancellor being chofen 

among thcmfelves, who continues only during 

the 
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the plcafure of his conftitucnts, which is often 
no more than for one day, the following rcgu- 
lations were agreed to : 

• 

itnoy That none but one fhall fpcak at a 
time, under the penalty of fixpence. 

Q.do, That if any perfon fwear in the pre- 
fence of the court, he fliall pay for each offence 
one (hilling. 

3//0, That thofc who do not attend the 
court within ten minutes after the hour appoin* 
ted, which is notified by tuck of drum through 
the town, and read out aloud by the officer of 
court, in the open ftreets, fhall forfeit ^one 
(hilling. 

4/©, That the chancellor, in order to afcer. 
tain and determine the mode of procedure for 
the night, to regulate an orderly fbooting and 
hauling of their nets, the time when to (hoot, 
and whether a float or ground drave, fhall put 
the queftion to the court, and the fame fhall be 
determined by a majority of voices prcfent. 

Then ends the court with a dram to drink 
the health of men and the death of iKhes. 

X a Here 
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Here I cazsxt boc cake nain of a g^cx cx- 
criion cf iccLdry in, axad ooJi to die crciEc o^ 
iks Fiiber-riw beau' crcvs, wbo cooie Udier 
fcr :bc -i^^ fcatoo. Tbsy brag down dior 
«!ioie fzs^» :3 Disibar, and Ew in cbe iiioft 
per.cr: :'J3 oiizoer ; acd k: order to nuke the 
b€:t 'if a bii fi^'ing. they coavcy on their 
wives' backs frctn s^c tc aco herring^ st a lift, 
tLe -suhule -srsy to FLner-rcw, with no other 
fio{i':ecce tb^n a Iltde bread and checfe m 
thslr aprocs ; and, thongb a flretch of ai mea- 
fived nules, they make no flop on their jonr- 
■ey, uclels it be to take a draoght of finaD beer^ 
if they be tbirfly or faiat on the road. On 
their arriTal at FiOier-row^ they deliver their 
loading to nimble footed woroeD, who g^craBy 
get to Edinburgh fconer than aay carrier ar 
cadger with a horfe ; acd thus, by a fpecies of 
hard labour, for which the human race, efpeci- 
ally tlie female part of thsin, were never defign. 
cd, they obuin, as they really deferve^ the 
higheft price for their fifli, and receive it as the 
reward for tlieir Herculean labours. 

It b amaung to lee how flrong and healchji 
ibefe women are, notwithflanding they undergo 
fuch great fatigue. This expeditious and fafe 
manner of conveyance brings the Hfh quite frefli 
to market^ lefs bruifed^ and much more market- 

able. 
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able, than when fent by carriers, who bruife 
them on horfe-back, or by boats in which the/ 
are much handled and tofTed about ; and it is 
the duty of the opulent to reward them for their 
indefatigable indufhy. A much left degree of 
public-fpirit in the rich than is pradtifed in Hol-^ 
land on fueh occafions, would not only^ be a^* 
mean of caufing our markets to be amply fup«* 
plied with all kinds of fifh^ but would alio tend 
to lower the price of butcher meat, to the ad -^ 
vantage of the poor, among whom the overplui^ 
of fifhy at a more moderate price, would always^ 
meet with ready fale*. 

At feven in the evening (Thurfday ^7th), by 
order of the chancellor , twenty- two boats Ihot- 
their nets for the ground*drave. Each in his- 
ftation behaved orderly, and fpread the ground 
as far as their nets would ft retch y but to their* 
great mortification, as well as my own, few or 
no herrings were caught. Under this difappoint- 
ment, I ordered the crews fome ftrong ale and 
Scots porter to keep up their fpirlts ; and as I 
was now obliged to return to Edinburgh, and. 
then go over to Fifelhire for a few days, I re- 
commended to theerewsinduftry,.attendon, and^ 
^rfeverance. 

X. $ Clli 
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w stfttwofTg at ctffA in 
)z^ I itz coiai IjLabarg^ for Fife- 
£Lrs. After ochjfr aft Siag^m, I 
Ds,K^t. pc xrr i r - f u> DaDCcc, aod on Sotnr- 
&ir ue fdiy I vikcd die wooko 
nzsz-faoare «^c3 si dn^aigoB vicb Spirit and 
iargr'T- TiJs icva is g^^^ beautified bjr die 
caocrlnkQ cf a Isr^s a.od elcgaoc trailc>.ha& ; 
ibe reporaxk^c cf the iirectSy and bubj otbev 
rcTcaenc, (fee p. 52.) 



HaiiBg had a coefukadon wiih the inerdiaocs 
Lere ccnceracci in the fifhing trade, and com* 

nnr.yated rar feodinencs to them con- 
Cr^im ccming isets, boats^ &c I iraiiiediately 

fe: ioTward for Crail. Od mj arrival 
tr.ere on &nirday evening, I met with Captains 
Cbese and Erjkine, James Kingo the Boards 
(Izmp-ciaAer, and Mr Simpibn, factor for Mr 
Hay of Leys, and others, together i^-ith the re>- 
prefentative of the people of St Monance, ta 
converfe on the fubjec): of levying a tax of ^ per 
cent» on 2II dieir fiihings on this coaft, faid to 
be due to the town of Crail, which^ by afiigna- 
tion or contradl, belongs to Mr Hay of Leys, 
The generality of the inhabitants look upon this 
tax as grie\'OUs to the poor fifliers here and at 
Sc Monance ; it is fold yearly by public roup^ the 
ent tackfinan whereof (Simpfon) levies it in 

the 
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the mod rigorous manner. I (hould be heartily 
glad to fee them eafed, that they'may be put 
on a level with their ncighboviring brother 

fiihers, 

r 

There are at prefent in Crail eleven boats on 
the herring fiihing, about fifteen at Cettar-dykes^ 
.four at Pittenweem^ and nearly the fame mrni- 
ber of ftnall yawls on the 'whhe'fip)ing. On 
Monday the jtb, I viiited ri>e fiflners and all 
concerned in the fAaag trade» who were in high 
ipirtts on account of their fuccels^ very confW 
derable quantities of herrings having been taken. 

Thirteen boars are employed on the ^herring 
fifhing at St Mcmance ; and about the fame nurn* 
ber of fmall boats ply the 'white fijbing on thii 
coaftr The people here^ being very induflrious^ 
are all become wealthy by their trade and AOk 
ing. 

On TucfHay the 8th September, I freighted 
a boat to cruife> in order to find out the her* 
rings; and in the evening, when I 
Dunbar. arrived at Dunbar, I communicated 
my opinbn as to this matter, whichy 
from appearances^ was very favourable. In con« 
fequence of this^ fifty- two boats went oflF and 
fhot their nets tauofidiately. Waidng the event 

of 
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of their fuccefs^- 1 received this agreeable infor- 
mation, that yefterday and to-day^ upwards of 
40o»ooo herrings had been caught here^ the 
half of which went for country fale, and the 
other half for reddening and falting. 

Wednefday the 9th, at five a. m. all the boats 
ivent out to haul their nets ; fine mild weather; 
the wind W. S. W. Every boat was fuGcefsfull» 
but thofe that were moft to the weftward fiOied 
bed, (bme of which got upwards of 20^000 her- 
rings ; indeed, from appearances the fifliing was 
Tery like to continue •> 

On the two following days (the loth and 
lith)y upwards of feventy boats went out, all of 
which returned full loaded ; and fo numerous 
were the fhoals of herrings, that feme of the 
boats' crews .cleared 30 L fterling in one night 
and day's fifliing. 

It was with pleasure I obferved a remarkable 
inftauce of oecononiy in the merchants concerned 
in tPiis trade,, that redounds as much to their 
honour as their intereft. They give (Irid-ordeiis 
to all their people who are employed in waih- 
ing^ roiifing, and hanging up the herrings, to 
gather all the foul fait, oily fubftance, and re- 
£u£e. that fall off. the herrings, to be laid in beds 

orr 
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©r ftrata, upon which is thrown faw-duft, earth, 
or fuch fubdances as abforb the fait. Thi8> 
when properly mellowed and', incorporated, 
makes excellent manure, which being laid on the 
gromsd enriches it, and caufes the rooft luxuri- 
ous crops' of corn, grafs, &c. to fpring. The 
ianie method^, I am told^ is pradifed with refped 
-to the refufe of the whale-fifliing. 

On Saturday the lath September, there was 
a very laige take of hecrings, which were of an 
excellent quality, wheieby the whote cooutry 
wa» fupplied, and dbe herring houfes and calks 
all filled; the price to the merchants was re» 
duced to lix-pence per hundred. Meiirs F^lj% 
according to their wonted generoQty aad found 
policy ;i would not allow the price tabe any 
lower, but paid, after that rate, for all the fifii? 
ermen had, which were not lefs than i,200,ooo« 
The reft of the merchants here purchafed about 
the fame number all foe reddenings befides 
200,000 whit* herrings for falting ; and from 
the whole of the above it does not appear, 
diat the pe^ts vst the neighbourhood and mar* 
ket of Edipburgh confamed above 200,000. I 
am likewife informed there was paid here to 
the fiihersi corers, and reddeners, and to- wa» 
men and girls, old^ men and boy«, during tht 
fifhing feafon^ fivd tHiKifand pounds fterttng} 

and 
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and on the coaft of Eyeinoath, for the fame pur- 
pofes, flnce the fifliing firft (et in there to this 
day, one thoufand five hundred pounds fterling. 

It is to be obfervcd, that none of the inhabi- 
tants on the coad of Fife, from Fifenefs to St 
Monance, have yet begun to redden herrings. 
They are, however, well acquainted with every 
part of the operation, and are making every ne- 
ceffary preparation for the procefs. No lefs a 
fum than two thoufand pounds fterling has been 
received by the above fifhers for herrings fold 
to the country people, for their own nfe, and to 
others for falting as white herrings, who fent 
them up the frith to fupply thofe who inhabk 
the populous banks of the Forth ; fo that this 
lucrative trade, on the two fides of the fritb^ 
has brought into this fpot of our country, within 
a few weeks, eight thoufand five hundred pounds 
fterling of clear gain, all by labour : and I do 
not doubt but the merchants, adventurers, and 
others employed in that line, have cleared near* 
1y the like fum ; befides, the good done to the 
country in general, by keeping down the price, 
of provifions, is not at all inconfiderable. 

Sunday the 13 th, the herrings ffiifted their 
ground, partly by the fiihermen working among 
tkem in day-light, in oppofition to every advice 

that 
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tbat could be given them, and partly by throw- 
ing back many tkoufands into the fea, which 
they were not able, for the fulnefs of their nets, 
to bring on fhore ; and, on \ 

Monday the 14th, they were intirely off this 
coaft ; all the houfes, however, were full of 
roufed herrings, great numbers of which were 
felling to the country people at a good j{^rt)£i;« 

Tuefday 15th, the wind hieing W. S. W. 
frefh gales, and fine dry weather. From the ap^ 
pearance of grampus and fin-fiih, and the ho- 
vering of fea-fowls of all kinds to the eaft of 
Dunbar, I was induced to believe herrings were 
ftiil on the coaft ; but as the boats' crews had 
been fo fortunate lately, only nine boats (hot 
their nets; the other crews took their reft after 
fo much fatigue, and thus finifhed their work 
for this feafbn. 

Before I conclude this chapter, in order ta 
imprefs my readers with a juft idea of the exten- 
fivenefs and importance of the herring fiQiing, 
and to fhow to what extent it is and may conti* 
nue to be carried on in this part of the coaft, I 
think it a-propos to inform them, that Meflrs 
Falls have nine red herring houfes at Dunbar, 
in whkh they can hang at one time 1,100,000 

heirringss 
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herriogs : Willzam SnoaLlus tbree that wiEcoo- 
tjxn jcCyCCC at ozce : Walter Snqifiin tw9 
chat can bang aoo^oc : and George Wilfim, 
Johnllon, Halmnr, and Conpai^ .of LivCF- 
pcoi, tTLO houTes that can redden at one time 
aoOyCoo. Bat the iargeft of all b at Efcmoadi, 
belonging to George Wilfon and Richard Tonip 
boll acd Company, in vrbkfa can be raUeaed 
about V]^oo,oco herrmgs. Now as the proccft 
Df curing them dees not take op many dayi^ 
the reader majcalcnlace, with very little traoUe, 
the vaft quantity that can be cored at thefe 
[riaces in one feafon, fnppoGog the herriDgs to 
let in i^entituUy. 

That order and regularity may be obfisrwd 
among the boats' creM's, each boat on the fiflmqr 
pays two fbillmgs, admiral fees, towards defray- 
ing the expence of a boat with a flag which at* 
tends for the above purpofe. The intention of 
this, however, is fruflrated, in allowing this 
v:ntch'loat to come on fhore in the evening, and 
the crew to go to bed. For during this inter* 
val many diforders, I might fay frauds, are com* 
mitted among the crews of the fifhing-boat^ 
which for the general good ought to be imme- 
diately fuppreflcd. The moft effectual way woidd 
be, to have a proper decked veflel that could lie 
out all night in the offing, or to x'vindward of 

the 
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the fleet of nets wherever that fhould be, there 
to remain during the fifhing feafon. . The pro« 
vince of the commander of this vefFel, who fhould 
be a decent, fober, honed man, ought to be, to 
preferve ftrift order and decorum among the 
boats' crews, and to allow none to flioot or* 
haul their nets in the tlark, this being the time 
when many low diflioneft tricks are put in prac- 
tice, to the great prejudice of the fifhing as well 
as to individuals ; but which illegal proceedings 
would be intirely at an end by the adoption of 
this falutary plan. 

The fmalbefs of the fifliing boats, and the 
want of decked veflels to be employed during 
the herring fifliing, have been long complained 
oft)n the eail coafts; as it has frequently hap- 
pened, that in the very prime of the fiOiing, the 
furge upon the coaft (which often happens at 
this feafon) has prevented the boats from getting 
off to fea to haul their nets, for feveral days to- 
gether. This event has not only, rendered the 
herrings then caught- ufelefs and of no value, ' 
but hkewife all that may be caught after for 
fome time. For it has happened, that one 
or more of thefe boats has been live or fix days 
in getting up the whole of their nets, at the ve- 
ry time when herrings abound on the coaft* 

Vol. H. Y To 
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To remedy this inconvenience, the herring- 
houfe company at Eyemouth engaged one of 
the Yarmouth vcffels, with a proper crew and 
materials^ to attend during the filhlng; one that 
was ab^c to keep the fea^ haul their nets, and 
mre their herrings on board, without coming on 
ihore until properly/ loaded. 

But as veflfels of this kind would be attended 
with much additional expence to; the adventu- 
rers, though, at the fame time, of the greateft 
advantage to tlie filheries, I would humbly re- 
commend it to the attention and confideration of 
the Honourable Board of Truflees ; efpecially as 
veffcls of this kind could go at a diftance from 
land to find out the herrings, which, as it can- 
not be done by fmall boats, often efcape the ob- 
fervance of the induftrious iiihermen. 

« 

The laft grievance 1 fhall take notice of is tliis : 
The Honourable James Wemyfs of Wemyfs, 
deputy- admiral of the fifhing over all the coaft 
of Fife, has, I think very improperly, fixed his 
fubftitute at Dyfart, at which place all the courts 
on the fifhing affairs on the eaft-coafl of Fife 
are holdei), and litigations or difputes determin- 
ed. — Dyfart being full tv/cnty miles from the 
fifliing towns on the coaft where herrings com- * 
ir.only, I had almoft faid always, fct in, the poor 

fifhermen 
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fifliermen are obliged to trudge that diftance to 
sutend the court, or fuffer decreet to pafs againlt 
them in abfence. This was the fate of the St 
Monance fiOiernien^ of whom no lefs than Hk 
boats' crews muft have remained idle for two 
days, in the harvcfl of fin)ing, to go twenty 
miles to attend Mr VVemyfs's court. In all for- 
mer times (corroborated by the memory of the 
oldeft man living in thefe parts), the Admirnl- 
fi^ftitute held his court, either at Anflruther, 
Pittenweem^ CeWar-dykes, or Crail, all which 
places are centrical towns, — about which the filh 
refort, — where the boats, boats' crews, and all 
the materials for catching herrings belong, and 
where there are proper places for caring them 
when caught. Such being the cafe, there is no ^ 
d-Dubt but the Honourable Board, feeing the im- 
, propriety of courts being holden at Dyfart, will 
appoint one or other of the above-mentioned 
places for the purpofe of tranfacling that piece 
of bufmefs. 
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'CHAP. IV. 




SECT. I. 

Hints and Obfervations on Coal and Culm^ with 
a Criterion for dijilnguijhlng the one from 
the other* 

|Tn HE fubjeft I am now about to treat of 
-*" is of no fmall importance to the commer* 
cial intereft of this country ; and notwithfland- 
ing it has been very judicioufly handled by feve- 
ral writers, who have left but little room for ad- 
ditional obfervations ; yet as agriculture and 
manufadlures are greatly concerned with re- 
gard to the culm law, and as this work may fall 
into the hands of many perfons who, though 
deeply interefted in the event, have not been 
able to form an opinion for want of a real ftat« 
of the premifes, I thought it my duty to reca- 
pitulate the fdds, and flate the arguments that 
have been ufed to inforce the juflice and necef- 
fity of the above law paffing in this part of the 
united kingdom. 



^^ 
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By the afts 9. and 10. William III. prior 
to the unioDy it appears that coal and culm were 
well underdood in England ; and two afls iin« 
mediately after the union, and another 14th 
George II. making cxprcfs provifion for Culm 
in Scotland, 'are indubitable proofs of its being 
produced here as well as in England ;. and that 
it was intended, in virtue thereof, that the inha- 
bitants of North Britain fhould partake of the 
fame privileges as thofe of South Britain had 
long enjoyed, and to which they are generally 
intitled by thip. articles of the union, but in par- 
ticular by the laft of the fore- mentioned ads. 

The legiflature of Great Britain has thought 
proper to iubjed coal and culm, tranfported 
eoajiwife, to certain duties, which aae very dif- 
ferent in thefe two commodities, the fgrmer pay- 
ing, by law, five fhillings per chaldron, and the 
latter only twelve-pence duty.. But as many_ 
difficulties have been darted in this part of the 
kingdom, how to didinguifh the one from the 
other, and as the revenue- officers here,^ for 
want of rhat knowledge, exad five fhillings per 
chaldron on culm, indead of one iliilling, to the 
great detriment of agriculture and manutac^tures^ 
and to the pppreflion'of the poor of Scotland, 
in places where they have no chalk for manure, - 
and no fuel but pest or tuif, — I ihall endeavour, 

y a ia 



a58 ESSAYS ON THE TRADE 

in this chapter, to point out the various ufes and 
qualities of both, and exhibit a criterion where- 
by the moft ignorant revenue-officer may difcri- 
minate them, and levy the duty, according to 
the faid afts of Parliament. 

Every peifon knows, that coal is a fo/Til fuel 
thart ferves, in general, for all the convenienties 
and arts »of life, where fire isr required. There 
is, however, a fpecies of this fofTil fuel denomi- 
nated culm, v;hich muft be a different thing from 
coal, iu^fmuch as the law fubjecls the latter to 
a much lefs duty than the former, " If we in- 
quire what it is that conftitutes this difference, 
it cannot.be faid to be in the nature of the 
foflil fubftance, feeing the fame ftratum often 
produces what is either coal or culm, according 
as thfi foffil is produced in large or fmall pieces: 
Neither can it be in the lize alone that culm 
diifers from coa^, becaufe ih*:: fmalleft duft of a 
fpecies of coal licrcafrer to be defcribed, is con- 
fidcred as perfedl coal, and pays the proper coal 
duty, five Ihillings ^er chaldron. 

« 

From what has been faid then it is plain, 

that neither fimply the nature cf the fubflance, 

nor the fize of the coniinodicy alone, diftin- 

- guilhes culm from coal ; we are, therefore, rea- 

fonably led to look for this difcriminiition in the 

purpofes 
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purpofes to which thefe feveral commodicicB 
may be ftridly applicable. For, although this 
difference of the purpofes to which the commo- 
dity is applicable, depends truly on the nature 
of the fubdance in queftion ; yet, as thi& diffe- 
rent nature of the mineral fubflance is bell to 
be learned from observations that may be made 
in the adlual application of the commodity to 
{oxM of thefe purpofes, — fo thefe may be now 
examined, with a view to find a mark by which 
a determination with regard to the mineral com- 
xnochy in general may be made, and that par- 
ticular fpecies, which is properly denominated 
culm, as being of inferior value, may always 
with futKcient certainty, be diftingtliihed from 

coal. 

In the firft place^ it is to be obferved, that 
all mineral, fubftances of the coal kind, if in 
pieces of fufficient (ize, are generally acknow- 
ledged to be coal. It is therefore in th% fmall 
kind alone that coal and culm may be liable to 
be taken the one for the other. 1 his being 
the cafe, we ftiall now endeavour to dilUnguifli 
them' from their manner of burning, or the va- 
rious purpofes to which thefe feveral commodi- 
diiies are pr^perly applicable. 

Coals are either burnt hi a grate for the pur- 
pofe of warming a houfe, cr clreflaig viftuals, or 

they 
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they are ufed as fuel in furnaces and kilns, for 
various arts and manufadlurcs. 

Every fpecies of mineral fuel may, according 
to their degrees of purity, oi- the quantity of heat 
they are capable of producing, be made to burn 
in a furnace, and anfwer the various purpofes of 
arts or manufai^ures. And as the fmall coal of 
every fpecies may be ufed with more or lefr ad« 
vantage as above, no charaftcr can be formed> 
in this refpeft, of the two different fpecies of 
fmall coal, fo as to diflinguifh coal from culn^ 
feeing the ufe of both is altogether indefinite in 
the furnace, kiln, or forge* 

The other purpofe for which fuel is required, 
is for warming a houfe, ar^ cooking or dr effing 
food. Kow, if there be faund only one of thefe 
two commodities that will burn in a grate for 
the above purpofes, herein will be formed the 
Altinguiihing charader betwixt coal and culm ; 
from which a praftical method will be laid 
down, to determine the rank in which every 

kind of fmall coal is to be holden, that claims 

■ ■ ■ . 

the privilege of the ads of Parliament before^ 
mentioned. 

I 

Nothing is more certain than that there is 
but one fpecies or kmd of the fmall coal that 

will 
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will burn in a grate, fo as to anTwer the domef- 
tic purpofes of fuel ; and this fpecies of mine- 
ral fubftance, however ftnall it be, anfwering 
the'purpofe of the large, may in this fenfe be 
denominated coal : from which it follows^ that 
an inferior fpecies, commonly called culm, is 
perfe&ly afcer rained; fo that the terms coal and 
culm, as ufed in the a£ls of Parliament referred 
to, are explained, whereby the real intent and 
meaning of the legiflature may be put in exe« 
cution. 

• Dot!) or Hutton juftly obferves,— For the legi- 
flature to have given a particulai' defcription of 
what was to be holden as culm, would not pro- 
t>ably have anfwered a good end ; £or, though 
flridlly founded on reafon and juftice, it might 
ftill have admitted of mifreprefentation, and if 
conceived with the lead inac^racy, it would 
naturally be produftive of injuftice and confu- 
fion. To defcribe, with accuracy, a particular 
fpecies of coal, is not the province of a lawyer, 
but a naturalift ; and a diflindtion founded in a 
purpoie of domeftic ceconomy, would not, per- 
haps, be conddered by a naturalift as a proper 
fubjed for difcrimination ; but the law being 
founded on the principles of equity and found 
policy, without farther .defcription, reafon may 
'conduft ia explanation of its proper fenfe. 

To 
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• 

To thofe, however, who may incline to 
underftand the reafon of things, and how it 
comes to pafs that there fliould be juft two 
fpecies of imall coal, the CHfie of which may be 
ufed as j>erfe£i coal, the oiher not ; confequent* 
ly, the one afford to pay a duty upon tranfpor- 
tationV which the other cannot,*— I would re- 
commend the (ludy of the natural hiftory of coal . 
and fire, fo far as may explain thefe fa£ts ; and 
in order to guide fach in this invefligation, <he 
following view of the fubjed is given. 

I ^ , 

Coaly as a terjn in natural biftory, is a gene^ 
ral nam?, or denominates the genus; and the 
feveral fpecies comprehended in thatxlafs of mi- 
nerals are to be didinguilhed by their particu* 
lar properties : For example, the fpcdjsmay be- 
difcriminated by certain appearances in burnings . 
fuch as giving %iuch or litth flame ; emitting 
much fmoke, or burning without any difcernible 
fmoke ; and in leaving afhes of this or that co-» 
lour: or the fpecific diftinftion may take its rife 
from the appearance cf the coal, without burn- 
ing, and its aptitude for certain mechanical pur- 
pofes ; fuch as coal capable of receiving a polidi 
fit for the turner; breaking with plain furfaces 
into certain figures, or breaking irregularly with 
uneven furfaces, 5rc. 



No 
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~ No property or appearance whatever of coal 
can form the charafter of culm, fo as to diftin- 
guifli this commodity^ ^s a fpccics of coal ; for 
.it IS neither the fize of the pares independent of 
the fubftance, nor the nature of the fubftancQ 
independent, of the (ize, that conft^tutes the 
fpedes of fuel called culm ; but it is ncceffary 
to attend to both the one and the other of thefe 
two perfectly diffijrent confiderations, wheq the 
charafter of culm is to be determined. 

It will therefore appear, that culm, as a term 
of didinction, cannot properly find ^ place in na- 
tural hiftory : Culm is a term that only occurs 
in certain ufes of coal, or in what may be called 
-domeftic ceconomy ; cohfequently, it is a com- 
niercial diftinction belonging to certain commo- 
*dities, and cannot be viewed in any other light. 

But though the term culm is not to be ad- 
mitted into natural hiftory, as properly difcri- 
minating a fpecies, — this diftin<^ion, however, 
depends upon a certain property of the mineral ' 
fu^ftance, which naturally forms an eminent dif- 
ference in this commodity, confidercd as a fuel; 
and alfo leads to a general divifion of the genus 
coal, conOdered as a clafs of bodies, in which 
-there are precifely two kinds ; which divifion 
will equally rerpcft the natural hiftory of the 

mineral 
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mineral fubftancc co^, and the domcftic ufe of 
that commodity^ 

The divifion of coal here propofed is to be 
iQade irom evident properties of this mineral 
fobftance^ in relation to heat; a condition^ which^ 
as it is always neceflarily prefent in the ufe 
of the commodity, fo this will* form the nioft 
proper mode of trial that can be devifed. 

• 

Coal, like every other body expofed to heat, 
mtift ncceffarily be either fudble or infufible ; 
but it is neither every degree of fuGon that is 
here inquired after, nor every degree of heat in 
which the fubjecfl b to be tried; it is the heat 
of ignition, which fire cannot be without, and it 
is fuch a degree of fufibility as fhall be palpable 
in its cffeds, fo that neither (kill nor accuracy 
may be required in the obfervator. 

Coal, in relation to heat, being conddered of 
two kinds, itjs jo be obferved, that the one of 
thefe has the property of becoming in fome, de» 
gree fluid, or foft, when fire is applied to it ; {o 
that in this ftate, two contiguous pieces of coal 
will incorporate, and be joined together, like 
two pieces of fealing wax : the other kind of 
cdal either has not this property at all, or it has 

it 
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it only itt fuch a fmall degree as not to be per* 
ceptible and ufeful. 

I 

• 

Hence the diftinclbn of coal Into iufible and 
infufible, fat coal, and lean or flone-coal ; coal 
that cakes or folders, and coal that does not ; 
being all different terms exprcfGng the fame re- 
lative properties, and forming the fame diftinc- 
tion in things. 

This general divifxon, therefore, of mineral 
fuel into fat and lean coal, is founded upon a 
natural property of the fubftance, independent 
of the necelDTary decciifulnefs of appearanc-e, the 
ratural inaccuracy of obfervators, or the whim- 
fical accident of names. 

Tlie diftinftlon of culm as a commodity arifes 
from the natural properties of the lean or ftone- 
(coal, combined w ith the accidental form or Aate 
in which it is examined. 

Fat coal in every form or flate ftill remain^ 
toal, and cannot be made culm ; on the othet 
iiand, lean of (lone-coal is, in the ceconomical 
and commercial fenfe, only coal whilft it remains 
in a certain form, or of a certain fjze ; and, 
•when broken to a certain finaUnefs, it ceafes to 
be coal, being no longer applicable to the pup- 
pofes thereof, but becomes culm. 
Vol, II. Z ^^^^ 
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People ufed to the burping of this ftone-coaJ, 
learn from expierience this diilin(5tion ; which 
neceffarily arifes from the different ftatc of the 
commodity, whatever name they may annex to 
it, thus changed ; and, without, perhaps, know- 
ing the principles upon which it depends, they 
are very fenfible of the great difference there is 
in the value of lean-coal, when it happens to 
be broken fmall, from what ic was when whole, 
or of a larger fize. 

The lofs fuftained by the reduction of this, 
lean or ftone-coai to culm, in people's houfes 
who lay in a ftore, amounts, however paradoxi- 
cal may feem to be the exprellion, to more than 
the w hole value ; for, being no longer of any 
ufe, it is confidered as fo much rubbifli in the 
coal-yard,. which, at fome expence, mufl: be re* 
moved. 

Few people have been ufed to the burning 
of thofe different kinds of coal, or have fuffici- 
ently "attended to thofe operations, fo as to 
form a proper idea of, or give full credit to, 
all the fads that have been Hated ; it may 
therefore be proper to give the principles upon 
which the lofs of coal, by its becomhig culm^ 
depends. 




9 
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To make pit-coal burn for the ufual purpoffs 
of life, there are required confiderable fpaccs 
«mong the coals, pafling quite through from be- 
low upwards, for the free circulation of air. 
When coal, that U broken fmall, is thrown 
Upon a fire, it neceflarily arranges Itfelf fo 
clofely, that there is not fufficient fpace or paf- 
fage left for thfs proper circulation of air ; but 
if it is fat coal, this defed is eaQIy reciedied ; 
for, upon receiving the heat, this coal cements 
itfelf together, and thus forms a folid mafs, of 
one that was in a kind of fluid ilate^ like that 
of fand ; and now, by the ufe of the poker, which 
is abfolutely necefTary for the burning of this kind 
of coal, the mafs. is bi oken, and proper fpaces 
beine made for the circulation of the air, it 
burns with freedom. 

It mud, however, be evident, that this re* 
fource of poking cannot avail, if the fmall coal 
thrown up:)n the fire be of the lean kind 3 on 
the contrary, the mafs of fmall coal not confo- 
lidating by the heat, upon the leafl motion, thii 
culm runs into the vacant fpaces of the fire ; 
and by filling up thofe fpaces neceffary for the 
circulation of the air, inftead of feeding the fire, 
it is very apt to extinguifli it. 

Z % Hence 



i 



/ 



, m 



26» ESiAYS ON THE TRADE 

Hence appears ihe cffcntial difference, that na« 
trj'aUy ex'ills betwixt coal and culm ; not alto- 
gether arifmg from the lize, or nectflarily iin* 
plying a difference in the fubftance or matter of 
thofc ccmmodities, but ariOng properly fioin 
the mechanical form, or ftate of the mafs, of all 
coal that is not of the fat and foldering kind : 
for this llone coal, of whatever fpceies it may 
be, and tbefe are various, cannot be reduced by 
fradurc or crumbling to .a certain fmallnef?, 
without neceffarily lofing thereby that intrinfic 
value which it had when v^hole, of being aa 
ufeful fuel ; whereas the fumble fpecies of coal 
cannot, by frafturc, or any degree of bruidni^ 
be reduced to an ufelefs (late like the other, or 
acquire the nature of culm, which, in the ftate 
in which it is bought or contes to market, caiv 
not ferve to make a fire for the ufe of the kit- 
chen, or anfwer the domefiic purpofes of wood^ 
the more natural fuel. 

Hence there is a method of trying any com- 
modity prefented for tranfportation, and claim- 
ing the privilege of the law in favour of culm ; 
for this commodity being tried in the ufual way 
of burning coal, if it ihall be found to be a pro- 
per fuel, as ferving the ordinary purpofes of fire, 
then fuch commodity is to be efleemed ccal, and 
bsis no pretenfion to the cVvaTuft^r of cula\\ hut 
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if^ on the contrary, it will not burn in that man* 
aer, or falls fhort of anfwering the purpofes for 
which, as coal, it muft be neccilkrily employed ; 
then this commodity which is not coal, b the 
commercial or political fenfe of the word, mufl: 
be culm, as th'ere is no other fpecies of fubflance, 
or denomination of commodity, in which it can 
be ranked* 

The trouble attending this mode of trial will 
I appear to b^ as incondderable as the method is 
natural and eafy ; for it is only rcquiied, that 
the coal of every mine that is tranfported ihould 
be* tried once, in order to afcertain its nature, 
which then may be kept on record, as a coal 
which either affords culm, or does not produce 

r 

y this commodity ; and nothing farther will be re- 
quired in the ofiicers of the port, but to obferve 
if the coal belonging to a mine which is known 
to produce culm, be An the (late of great coal, 

^ or that of fmall, which is then culm. 

For the farther illucidation of the prefent fub- 
jcft of coal and culm, confidered as commercial 
commodities, — it may be obfcrved, ihat there is 
a didindion to be made in culm, as conliding of 
two kinds ; which, in refpeft of domeftic ceco- . 
nomy, are effentidlly diilerent ; as the one by 
art may be rendered fit for the purpofes of fuel, 

Z 3 and 
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and be made to anfwer the convetiiencies and 

the luxuries of life in the higheft perfe&ion^-^ 

whtlft the other is, from its nature, neceflarily 

difqualified from this valuable mode of applies- 

.tion. 

* 
To underftand this, it will be ncceflary tc 

conlider ftone-coal or lean-coal as of two diffe- 
rent fpecies, each of which having the proper- 
ties or charader effential to the kiiid, are never* 
tbelefs to be difcriminated, as poITefling qualities 
by which each of thefe is perfe<^ly diftinguifhed 
from the other ; and the one may be called 
houfe-culra, from the domeftic purpofes to which 
It may be applicable ; the other lime or brick- 
culm, as the burning of thefe is the purpofe to 
which it is peculiarly adapted, although in this, 
refpeci: it is in no ways better than the other^ 

The houfe-cuira is the produce of that fpecies 
of coal which burn$ without fmoke, and it h 
prepared for the ule of the grate by being made 
into a pafte, with a fufficient quantity of clay^- 
and thus formed into balls, which, when dry, 
burn In a grate with all the lu(!re and heat o£ 
a proper fire, and with more {lability or dura- 
tion than many coals* 

The other fpecies of culm, which may be em- 
ployed for burning lime^ or brick, in which ope- 
ration, 
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ration, by the conftr'ufUon of the kiln or furnace, 
. this fuel is made to bum wich fufficient vigour 
for that purpofc, is altogether ufelefs as fuel in 
a Jiamily; at leaft this is certain, that it is daily 
thrown oat of the houfe as perfeA rubbifh; and 
that, though equally combuflible in its nature 
with the coal, of which it is made by crumbling 
down, it is incapable of being rendered ufc- 
ful by the mixture of clay, as is the cafe with 
the other fpecies of culm : and the reafon of this 
. may be now explained. 

The vigorous burning of culm in a grate by 
means of clay, is eflfedlcd by retaining the com* 
buftible fubftance in fuch a confident fcrm, as a 
free pafTage of air may be permitted up thro' the 
mafs of fire, or lumps of burning matter ; and 
this end is brought about by the clay retaining 
the culm in the form to which it is ariificially 
reduced by that manufadure, which thus reftores 
to it the quality of coal ; but it is only one par- 
. ticular fpecies of coal, the culm of which admita 
. of tl^s permanent (late, fb necefTary to its burn* 
ing in this manner ; and this quality, by which 
the fmall fragments of coal are thUs prefer ved 
hi one lump, by the intermede of dry clay, is a 
Angular property in one fpecies of coat, which 
is, to TufFer a mod intenfe red heat, without ex- 
panding more tlian the friable fubitance of the 

dry 
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dry clay ; that is to fay, without fwelling in the 
fire, and h burfting afunder the artificial cohf- 
(ion of the lump which had been introduced by 
means of the clay. 

It is only one fpecies of coal which has this 
property of not fwelling in the fire, and, of con- 
fequence, of prefer ving itfclf in a lump when 
united by clay. This fpecies is well known by 
the name of malt-coal, or that which bums with- 
out fmoke ; every other fpecies of coal is incap- 
able of being in this way rendered ufeful. 

Hence it will appear, that if the pradice ef 
England (where xulm only has been hitherto 
admitted for tranfportation} had confifted in per- 
mitting the lime and brick culm to be tranfported 
at the low duty, and in refufing this privilege 
to that fpecies of culm which may be rendered 
fit for domeftic ufe; — and if the queftion now 
under confideration, with regard to the fniall 
coal of Scotland, had been concerning that ipe- 
lies which has l^een here denominated houfe- 
culm ; in that cafe, there would have been rea** 
fon to refufe this more valuable commodity a 
privilege, which, it might be alledgcd, was on- 
ly intended for a meaner fpecies. 

This, 
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This, however, is not the cafe ; on the- con- 
trary, it Is certain, that it is the moft valuable 
fpecies of cuhn that h^s always been permitted 
for iranfportation from South Wales; and in 
this manner all the weft coafl: of Wales, where 
no coal is found, has been fupplied with the 
means of obtaining an admirable fuel for every 
purpofe of life, as well as manufadures of the 
meaner kind. It is alfo certain, that by far the 
greateft quantity of the Scots culm, for which the 
privilege of tranfporting at the low duty is dc. 
manded, confifls of nothing but the meaneft fpe- 
cies, and of which no other advantageous ufe 
will be found, except the burning of lime and 
brick. 

Notwithftanding this wife, falutary and exi- 
-.plicit law, with refpeck to culm, the Board of 
.Cuftoms in Scotland, by virtue of infirudions 
.from the Englifh Board, have refufed to admit 
the tranfporting of culm coaftways^ unlefs the 
duty be paid as coal ; which, while it amounts 
to a total proliibition of this ufeful article, proves 
of the utmoft difad vantage to agriculture and 
manufadlures. 

The Convention of the Royal Boroughs pre- 
fented a memorial, wherein, inftead of infifting 
that the Board of Cuftoms iliould find out and 

fpecify 
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fpccify what culm Ihould be, they only dcfire, that 
the fame identical, well-known article culm^ that 
pafies daily ia its natural ftate in the f(^^llth and 
vjefi^ (hould pafs in the like natural ftate in the 
north parts of the fame united kingdom^ in con- 
formity to acknowledged law8> and one of the 
BQoft folemn treaties. 

Culm has never been unknown for a (ingle 
hour iince the ad wa^ pafled, to at leaft half a 
million of people in South Britain. It has been 
flipped daily for riiefe eighty years paft lefs or 
more ; and many thoufand tons of the fmall re- 
fufe of open, lean coal, when under the fize of 
a hen's egg, have been annually tranfported as 
culm from the fingle port of Milford and it«^ 
neighbourhood alone, without any the leaft in- 
terruption. What reafon then can be given 
for the Board of Cuftoms here, or their officers, 
in refufing the tranfporting of this article, in 
terms of the a6t of Parliament, feeing there can 
be no doubt of afcertaining what is really cuhn^ 

The right of T/orth Britain to the general 
benefit of the culm law is undeniable. It has 
abundance of that fort of fmall coal exadly and 
truly of the fame quality with what pafles daily 
in England und-fVales as culm at the low duty. 
It has been moft unjuftly deprived of the bene- 
fit 
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fit of this law for feventy years paflr^ partly by 
inattention^but chiefly by the obdinacy cf for* 
mer Scots commifiioners of the Cuftoms^ who 
maintained, erroneoufly, that culm was a diftinft 
mineral, and not the refufe of lean or open coals* 
Thus very great quantities of this ufeful article^ 
unable to pay the high duty as coal, have been 
loft to the proprietors and the public, and the 
progrefs of agriculture has been greatly obftruc- 
ted. 

If the Englifh Board be not refolved to de- 
prive Scotland of the benefit of the culm-law ; 
and if, as has been alledged, this partial fufpen- 
fion of it be occafioncd by difficulties arifmg to 
the revenue officers in diflinguifhing culm from 
coal, either of the following rules will dircd the 
moft ignorant to difcriminate the two commof 
dities now under conlideration. 

> 

Let the commodity prcfented as culm, but 
fufpedted as coal, be fent to a cinder- oven where 
fmall coal is charred, or what is called coaks 
made from that fpecies of coal ; then if the ar- 
tifl here applied to fljali be able to make coaks 
from the commodity, it i not culm, but coal; if 
other wife, then the ».?r n ^,d;.v Is h: titled ro the 
benefit of the culir ' •' : cr. leing fit for 

burning, in its prtfei. t., .icoi'liiig to the 

ufual 
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-tftfual manner, or for the ordinary purpofes oT 
•coal.' 

' It win be no objection to this propofcd mode 
^f diftinguifliing coal and culm^ that there may 
hot be cinder ovens at hand^ or m the country 
"where tbc trial is to be made, nor, confequent* 
Ty^ artifts proper to determine the queftion 
which then occurs ; for the fmall coal here 
<onfidered is a fubftance which, upon the fame 
^^rinciple as that on which is founded the art of 
baking fmall coal into coaks^ may be eflayed in 
fraall quantity, if not with ail the accuracy rcquir- 
•ed in the effaying of gold and filver, with all the 
accuracy, at leaft, that may be neccffary for the 
purpofe here in view ; and it is hoped, that the 
facility and fimplicity of the operation now to be 
pTopofed will not be imputed to it as a fault, 
or any imperfedion. 

Let a crucible, an iron ladle, or even a fire 
Hiovel, be put into the fire, fo as to become red 
' "hot ; then the coal-duft or culm, pr efcnted for 
trial, is to be thrown into the ignited veffel, 
and fuffered there to remain burning in the fire, 
until idl appearance of flame ceafes • the veffel 
IS then to be lifted out, and the contents, when 
cold, examined. If what was thrown into the 
veffel, in form erf dufl: or fmall coal, be xpsfr 

confolidated^ 
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ronfblidated, and has become a perfcftly ce- 
mented mafs of cinder, then the fubilancc uf 
which it was made may be fafely judcrcd to 
have been ooal; but if, on the ccjntraiy, tic 
mafs is ftill incoherent, or but fli|?;btly ccmentc.!, 
then it will be found, that the fub!h-.nce ex- 
ployed, in this cafe, muft be confiderecl as culm, 
feeing that it will not anfwer the ufual purpofcs 
of coal. 

Thus there has-^ cen given a rational fyficrr 
concerning coal and culm, with an eafy rr.cihocl 
of effaying thefe commodities, in order to Ijave 
them properly diftinguiflied ; not only Co as to 
be able to difcriminate culm from coal, biit even 
to difcern certain gradations in the vuriab-e 
nature of thofe mineral fubftances, or certain 
approaches that thofe two different commodities 
may occafionally make towards each other in 
quality, without, at the fame time, btisig con- 
founded : In like manner, as the fize bv which 
coal and culm is alfo perfe<Elly diftinguiflied, is an 
indefinite thing with regard to a mafs of culm, 
containmg an infinite number of different fizcs. 
It is now to be obferved, that if nothing farther 
could be done towards cftablifhing that diftinc- 
tion, which it has been aflerted does both na- 
turally and politically fubfiil betwixt the two 
commodities in queftion, gentlemen who have 

Vol . I J. A a be.^.i 
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been little accuftomed to fuch abftra& reafon- 
ingi deduced from experiments where the nature 
of things are to be ^hanged by fire^ might (lill 
entertain^ perhaps, fome doubt in their minds, 
or might not perceive the force of thofe argu- 
ments^ however well founded might be the traini 
of reafoning^ and however fairly drawn the con- 
duQon. 

But although, for the fake of illuftration and 
pcnviAion, the aid of art andfciencehai^been em- 
^oyed in a fubjedt of law and commerce, the 
prcfent queflion. What is coal, and what is 
culm ? muft necefTarily, or in the lad refort^ be 
referred for decidon to the common fcnfe of 
mankind, ^vhich indeed has made the law con. 
cerning thefe commodities^ and that, perhaps, 
with all the wifdom and equity that may be re- 
quired ; therefore, a mode of trial is now to be 
propofed, which, at one view, will both juftify 
the wifdom of the legiflature concerning the 
culm-law, and demonftrate the eflential diJle- 
rence betwixt c*oal and culm, however involved 
in difficulties the fubjeft has appeared, by ne- 
•glefting this fimple mode of judging thmgs, and 
having recourfe to the aid of the moreabArufe 
arts. It will be alfo a recommendation of this 
mode of trial, tliat it is equally adapted to 
every capacity, and may b« made as well by a 
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jury of old women as by the twelve judges oi 
England. 

Let an empty grate be taken, one of thofe in 
which coal fires are commonly made; let a 
quantity of fficks^ fuch as are ufed to kindle 
thofe fires^ be put into the grate^ and^ for the 
full fatisfadtion of thofe concerned in the public 
revenue, let the quantity of this kindling be uni* 
limited, that is to fay, let the grate be filled 
with it| if thought hecefTary ; then, having kind- 
led the wood, let the fire be fupplied with the 
commodity claiming the privilege of culm ; and 
if^ with this^ as fuel, a fire can be made in the 
opinion of the firfl; beggar taken from the ftr^et, 
who, in this cafe, is a better judge than the 
firft peer of the realm, then the commodity is 
certainly to be efleemed coal ; but if, on the 
other hand, a fire afibrding light and heat (hall 
not thus be made, by which a perfon in the 
room may be warmed, or by which the culinary 
purpofes of life may be ferved ; would it not 
be an infult to the common fenie of mankind to 
•maiatadn that fuch a commodity is coal ? and if 
it is not coal, it muft be either culm, or fume 
other conmiodity, as yet not taxed by the laws 
of this country* 
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^ ^ «►- ^^ forcgobgmethodspointcd out for di- 
/ihg culm from coal^ it is next to an im- 

^ Jny far frauds to^be committed ; and even 

admitting there were fome trifling frauds^ they 
Avpuld^nly conduce to the promotion of indufliy, 
not luxury;- and be the means of ii el ping the 
poorer foit of people %o firing fomcwhat cheap* 
er than with coal. Jnftead, then, of a general ex- 
tenfion of the culm law^ as intended by the legif. 
lature, becoming prejudicial to the revenue, by 
affefting the coal duty, it would certainly pro* 
mote its increafc by the great encouragement it 
Vouldgive to agriculture, and to the poor indu« 
flrious labourers and mechanics. 

The partiality of the Englifh Board of Cu- 

lie IPS, who will not allow Scotland to enjoy the 

privik<yes cf tlie ailm-law, is no lefs ccnfpicuouc 

thau ciie wilUom of the legiflature in the frani- 

in*^' cf it, by having taxed thefc two commcdi- 

tiei, cc:;l Ttnd cr.lm, according to their refpec- 

rive values. The above impartial Board have 

not the lead ohjeclion that thp low duty on 

cvilni fhouid be coniinncd foi* the benefit of the 

Englilb, provided the Scots dclift fioni claiming 

eny privL^cg? thereof; — and they have alfo de- 

cbi fd, that if vvc cb ^erfiji in the atiewpt of our 

titUural light, they will bring in a new law to 

jfe ihc duty on culm dl over the united king- 




AND FISHERIES OF SCOTLAND. aSi 

dboi^ :tp jfive times what it pays at prefeut. 
The. iiijuftice of fuch a ftep is too evident to 
need aiiy commentj and, as a friend to Scotland 
has rightly obferved^ fuch a law might be juilly 
entitled. An a€lfwr the difcouragtment afagri^ 
culture^ and for diJirejUing the poor y the Iqvt 
mechanics^ and manufadurers, oh all -the remote 
coajis of the kingdom^ and for promoting emi- 
gration* 

Coal is equally neceflary to the rich as to the 
poor ; and though it is one of the means of lux* 
ury, It is no lefs an inftrument oiindufiry. Coals^ 
tben^ confidered in the former ligbt^ ought to be 
taxed ; but, in the latter, ought to be fre^ like 
air and water. Culm, however, can never be 
confidered as the mean of luxury, and therefore 
cannot be Xaxed with propriety; nor can any 
advantage be derived from that mode of taxa- 
tion, which,, with regard to coal, has now been 
found poflefling great utility. Any tax laid on 
culm is evidently a tax on agriculture and ni.a- 
Bufadtures, and very prejudicial lo the internal 
commerce of this kingdom. 

On the whole, it is to be hoped, that out of 
the great number of noble patriots this country 
enjoys, fonie one of influence among them will 
ihterpofe with the Board of Cuftoms, or apply 

i 
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to the fouDtaio-head, the legiflature, that all 
finall coals, not being of the fat kind, whidi> 
when put on the fire, do not cake, run or ad- 
here together, Ihall be dilpatched as cuhn, pay- 
ing the duty of I2d. per chaldron, when th^ 
largeft pieces thereof are under the fiie of i 
hen's egg, or will pafs through a fcreen cofre* 
fponding to that Gze. 
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' £ R R A T A in this Volume. 

jPagc 8. line 7. a fine ^ for aoo^oooL re§^ 

20^000 1. 
p. 252* line 9. for 1500,000, reai 300,000. 
P* 155. line 2. 0/ the note, for Rock Jflay^ 

read Rock Ailfa. 
p. 240. line 6. for Sir Joftph Hume, read Sir 

John HumPt 
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